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PREFACE 

The enqniries of which the following pages are the outcome 
were commenced with the intention of rectifying certain 
apparently erroneons impreasions upon the subject of Shake- 
speare's marriage licence. ' Other results obtained in the 
course of the investigation seem, however, to be of sufficient 
interest to place on record, although some of thetxiy certainly, 
add to the great tnass of inference and assumption to which 
few writers on the incidents of the poet's life avoid making 
a contribution. 

Of the two marriage licence documents now preserved at 

the Worcester Diocesan Begistry the bond alone possesses 

any biographical value, the entry in the bishop's register, 

recording the issue of the licence, being of interest only on 

account of certain differences from the bond, one of which, 

however, affords a possible clue to the place of marriage or 

the residence of one of the parties to the application. 

Y> Many years, have elapsed since these writings were dis- 

^^ covered, and both have been the subjects of much discussion ; 

*^ but it does not appear that a complete explanation of the 

\ discrepancies has yet been given or the suggestive value of 

^ the bond fully realized. With the object of ascertaining 

rSr^hether some new light could be thrown upon the points of 

y^Q disagreement and the circumstances under which the licence 

^** was obtained, I have examined such of the contemporary 

QQ matrimonial and other records as appeared likely to afford 

• ▼ « 3 



vi PREFACE 

information. And as the traditions relating to the date of 
the poet's removal to London recorded by Aubrey do not 
appear to have received the attention they deserve, while 
undue importance has been attached to Bowe's version of the 
incident, the more trustworthy accounts of the departure from 
Stratford and the various theories founded upon them have 
been submitted to the test of knowledge gained in the course 
of my investigations. Other matters, some of little moment, 
and worthy of notice only because they have been dealt with 
by one or other o( the poet's biographers, are also discussed. 

A somewhat free use has been made of the contents of 
my note-book, with the result that much of antiquarian 
and local rather than Shakespearean interest has been intro- 
duced into some of the chapters. The nature of the evidence 
upon which most of my conclusions are founded and the 
frequent dissent from existing theories upon which I have 
ventured seem, however, to necessitate this copious reference 
to authorities and quotation therefrom. For instance, in 
arguing against the assumption that some irregularity was 
covered by Shakespeare's marriage licence, it was necessary 
to give an account of Bishop Whitgift's policy and adminis- 
tration and of his efforts to prevent the use of licences for 
clandestine marriages. 

The proper scope of my work extends only to the year 
1593, after which date Shakespeare's life is told mainly in 
connection with his literary career; but, in order to make 
the chronicle of events more complete and the book more 
useful to general readers, the principal occurrences of the 
remaining twenty-three years of the poet's life are briefly 
detailed. 

I should esteem it a favour to be informed of any errors 
that, in spite of careful verification of all references, may 
be found in the following pages. 
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In acknowledging the assistance received in the couise of 
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SHAKESPEARE'S MARRIAGE AND 
DEPARTURE FROM STRATFORD 

I 

INTRODUCTION 

The year 1582, notable in Shakespearean annals as the date 
of the poet's marriage, acquires additional interest from the 
probability that this event was very closely preceded or followed 
by his removal to London. Apart from the cariosity which 
busies itself with trivial incidents in the lives of great men, 
the date of this crisis in the poet's affairs, the occurrences that 
led up to it, and its immediate results, are matters upon which 
information is much desired on account of their bearing upon 
the beginnings of his regular employment in the theatre and 
his literary work in connection therewith. The recorded facts 
of Shakespeare's youth are very few, and the failure of attempts 
to reconstruct, from traditions and imperfectly known incidents, 
portions of the lost history of his early years is exemplified 
in the contradictory statements and opinions regarding his 
marriage and the ps^ played by the friends of the bride and 
bridegroom in the preliminaries.^ ^ 

It would, perhaps, have been well if biographers had been 
content to leave some of the details of this part of Shake- 
speare's private life in the oblivion from which it has availed 
little, in the interests of the poet or his readers, to rescue them, 
on account either of the presumed facts or of the conclusions 
to whick. they lead.^ But, since these personal affairs have 

1 See Oharlee Knight, WiUiam Shdkipere, A Biography, 1865, pp. 214-76 ; 
Thomas die Qainoey, ShaJupeare, A Biography, 1864, pp. 42-56. 
' A not anasoal result of inqulBitions of this kind. 

I B 



2 INTRODUCTION 

been discussed from almost every point of view and, in the 
absence of more interesting matter, seem likely to be the sub- 
jects of further curiosity and debate, it is desirable that the 
facts should be correctly stated and their meanings understood 
so fieur as surviving records will permit. 

The long series of adverse comments upon Shakespeare 
and his wife commenced before the end of the seventeenth 
century with Aubrey's reference to the wife of the Oxford 
vintner, Davenant^ The next contribution was made between 
1750 and 1778 Jby William Oldys in some speculations as to 
Anne Shakespeare's beauty and the probability that certain of 
the Sonnets were addressed to her ** on some siXspicion of her 
infidelity." ^ George Steevens called attention to the lack of 
evidence, and referred to the charge of jealousy as an un- 
warrantable conjecture. Malone, on the other hand, while 
questioning the evidence upon which Oldys foimded his 
opinions, suggested that both jealousy and the likelihood that 
Shakespeare was not very strongly attached to his wife were 
indicated by the fact that jealousy was '^ the principal hinge oi 
four of his plays," by the Davenant scandal, and by the bequest 
of the " second-best bed," as interlined in the poet's will.* To 
these matters of debate were afterwards added disparity in the 
ages of the pair and Shakespeare's supposed long absence from 
the home at Stratford-upon-Avon. Material for further adverse 
comment was provided in 1836 by the discovery of the marriage 
licence bond, which brought to light the interval between the 
issue of the licence and the baptism of the eldest child and 
the absence of John Shakespeare's name as a surety or as c 
consenting party. A clandestine performance of the marriage 
ceremony was erroneously supposed to be indicated by the 
necessity for dispensing with the full publication of banns 

> L%ve$ of Eminent Men: *'Sir William Daveuant, KnighV'«ii. 302-3 
Sec alBo Appendix, No. I. 

' Notes m Gerard Liangbaiiio*8 JSngU$h Dramatic PoeUf. Sec Appendix 
No. I. 

' Some of the details of this disciusion are giyen in the Supplement t* 
Shak9peare*8 Flay hy Samuel Johnton and George Steevens, 1780, i. 653-7, anc 
Malono's Plays and Poems of Shah^pearet 1821, xx. 305-9. 
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Some years later^ the discovery of the record of the issue of 
the marriage licence^ with important differences between the 
terms of that docxmient and the bond, gave a fresh impetus to 
discussion. Among the more recent writers who have expressed 
opinions Tm£BtYourable to Shakespeare or his wife on one or 
more of these points are Thomas Moore,^ Thomas de Quinoey,' 
Thomas Campbell,' Richard Grant White/ Lord Campbell,^ 
and Dr. Karl Elze.<> 

Not only Shakespeare and his wife, but even the unknown 
minister that performed the marriage ceremony "^ and others 
concerned are included in these criticisms, none of which can 
be accepted as presenting either persons or incidents in a true 
light. De Quinoey's comments, for instance, if taken seriously, 
may mislead many to whom his high reputation as a man of 
letters is some guarantee of the correctness of his facts and the 
soundness of his conclusions.' The errors of such men are 
difficult either to ignore or to rectify, but in most of these cases, 
happily for the repute of those concerned, it can be shown 
that the imputations are based upon a misapprehension as to 
the reasons for obtaining the marriage licence or a misreading 
of the terms of the bond. False impressions of Shakespeare's 
firiends are created by De Quincey's ill-natured reference to 
the sureties and their ^^ gross clownish pronunciation " of the 
poet's sumami (Shagspere) at the supposed interview with the 
^ bishop's secretary." * Of their share in the transaction nothing 
is known beyond the fiek^t that by giving the required security 
they rendered assistance without which the marriage licence 
could not have been obtained. These random comments, as 
well as Joseph Hunter's slighting reference to the rude marks 
made by the sureties in signing the bond and to their 

^ The JAfe^ Letten, and JowmaU of Lord Byron, 1860, p. 271. 
' Skakneare, A Biography^jp. 43-^3. 
' Tk9 Dramaae Wark$ of WUUam Shakipeare, 1859, L xxvii. 
« Msmoin of Os Life of WiUima ShaJc^upeare, pp. 48-^. 

* HMwpaofv'f Lycd AoqwiremsnU Ooniideredj p. 107. 
' Bhaketpeore, A LUerary Biography, p. 76. 

' Bidnej Lee, A Life of WiUiam Shaketpeare, p. 21. 

* See Appendix, No. II. 

* The name Skagnere oecun also in the Ad Book of the Coniistorj CourU 
See p. 100. 
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unfitDess for a place at a poet's bridal,^ must have been promptec 
by far-fetched notions as to Shakespeare's position in 1582 ^^ 
Many of the allusions to various aspects of the intimacy betweet:^ 
William Shakespeare and Anne ELathaway and to their marrie(^^ 
life stand in jimpleasant contrast to the cautious and sym^ 
pathetic references of other writers who are not prepared to 
'dogmatize on such questions as the extent of their moral 
delinquency, and are unwilling to justify one at the expense 
of the other by an attempt to allocate the imputed blame. It 
will, perhaps, be urged that the views to which attention has 
been called are fully justified by the common experience of 
life as we now see it ; but this can hardly be relied upon as a 
safe guide in the formatioi> of a correct judgment on matters 
obscured by the lapse of tiiree centuries. Whether a more 
intimate acquaintance with the facts, mostly long since for- 
gotten, or, what is of equal importance^ a better knowledge and 
appreciation of modes of thought now no longer in vogue 
would justify any of the criticisms, it is impossible to say. This 
muQ^, bawever) is certain, that no ^undisputed facts can be 
cited nor can any reliable documentary evidence be produced 
in their support other than the records of the grant of the 
marriage licence and\)f the baptism of Susanna Shakespeare, 
the dates of which are held to establish the principal charge in 
the indictment; The delay in completing the marriage rites 
thus disclosed, though not in accordance with modern ideas of 
propriety, appears to have escaped contemporary censure. 
Anne Hathaway's alleged seniority may have given her an 
advantage which was used in forcing the marriage upon her 
youthful lover.^ On the other hand, it is quite as likely that a 
" premature knowledge of the world " and the early maturity 
often associated with great genius gave him advantages quite 
equal to those which the woman derived from her greater age 
and experience. For some reason now unknown, upon which 
local tradition throws no light, Anne Shakespeare may have 

1 New lUustratioM, i. 50. 

' GK)ldwm Smith, Shaketpeare the Man^ p. 22 ; 8amael Butler, Shakespeare* $ 
SonneU Beamndered, p. 92. 
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failed to retain her husband's affection.^ Jealousy and strife 
may have been followed by estrangement.^ It is possible that 
Shakespeare's long periods of absence from his family were 
borne by him with a willingness not quite consistent with a 
desire for his wife's companionship or a preference for domestic 
life. He may have been dissolute and prodigal in his youths 
and on leaving Stratford for London may perhaps have freely 
availed himself of the greater liberty thus gained.^ The 
objection to all of these surmises is not that they are beyond 
belief or even improbable, but that there is no clear evidence 
upon which any 6ne of them can be substantiated. As most of 
the charges can be neither established nor disproved, it is not 
purposed to enter upon any vindication beyond an attempt to 
show that an unwarranted use has been made of the marriage 
licence documents. An appearance of truth has been given to 
hypotheses which, owing to frequent repetition, are now often 
accepted as facts. This last objection also applies in some 
measure to the terms used by Shakespeare's apologists,^ who in 
an excess of admiration for his rare intellectual gifts overlook 
the important fact that we know almost as little about his 
virtues as his vices. 

No discussion upon matters connected with Shakespeare's 
marriage seems to be complete without a reference to the 
probability that, in accordance with the custom of the time, 
he entered into a contract with Anne Hathaway a few months 
before the date of the licence. The methods of conducting 
the espousals in Elizabethan days, as described in the pro- 
ceedings of the Consistory Court at Worcester,^ indicate that, 
except under peculiar circumstances, such as a suit to enforce 
the completion of the marriage, evidence of the transaction 

> F. 8. Boat, Shdfumere and Hi$ Predecetort, p. 105; F. G. Fleay, A 
Chroniete HUlory of the tdfe and Work of William Shdkupeaf, pp. 8S-9. 

' Jowph Grayes, The Life of William Shaktpeare, p. 6 ; W. Garew 
Haslitt, Shahuipear, p. 44. 

' G. G. Geryinus, Shakespeare CommetUarie$, pp. 30 and 33. 

* The yiewfl of this Bohool aro ably and pleasantly expressed by Charles 
Knight, WiUiam Bhakspere, A Biography, 1865, pp. 105-296. See also G. and 
M. C. Glarke, The Playi of William Shakespeare, l xzix., xxxiii. 

* For extimots from theso depoaitions, see Appendix, No. IV. 
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was not at all likely to be placed on permanent record. 
The failure to discoyer evidence of such a precontract in the 
poet's case therefore leads to no definite conclusion. But, as 
a binding agreement could then be legally entered into with 
very little formality, it has been properly held that so simple an 
expedient for avoiding scandal or still greater mischief could 
scarcely have been neglected, especially if the adverse view 
of Anne Hathaway's part in the transaction is to be accepted. 
The judge's decision in the case of Holder agiiinst Shaw/ cited 
by Halliwell-Fhillipps in support of his contention that *' Shake- 
speare could have entered, under any circumstances whatever, 
into a precontract with Anne Hathaway,"^ proves that an 
informal contract of marriage between competent parties, 
before witnesses, and in some cases without the interference 
of parents or guardians,^ although there was, sometimes, a 
stipulation for their consent, was as binding as the more formal 
troth-plight of which the parents and friends on both sides 
had signified their approvid. A promise per verba prccsenti or 
cohabitation after a promise per verba futv/ro^ would have 
given Anne Hathaway a legal daim to the completion of the 
marriage.^ Persistent refusal on Shakespeare's part would have 
rendered him liable to excommunication and imprisonment 
until the decree of the judge had been obeyed,^ and the sentence 
of the court would have rendered void a subsequent marriage 
: with another. So far, Anne Hathaway's position was unassail- 
able. Such a marriage, though irregular, was regarded as 
valid; and even if Shakespeare had still refused and the 

> Ad Book^ No. 4, and Deponiion Book, No. 8, VToroester Coiifiuitory 
Coart, October 1585 to June 1586. 

' OuiUneBt i 6.5. ThiB reference applies in aU cases to the 7th edition of 
OuOiniix of the Life of Shakeipearey bv J. O. Halliwell-PhiUipps. 

' The parents do not appear to haye been ouUed upon to give evidoice in 
this case. 

* Bee Henry Swinburne, A Treaiise of Spotuah, 1686, pp. 85-6 ; J. T. 
Hammick, The MarHaqe Lauitt of England^ pp. 8, 4, and 51 ; The RighU and 
LiaUlUiee of HuOxvnd and Wife (Sweet & Sons), p. 4. See also 32 Henry 
VIIL, c. 88, s. 2; 2 & 8 Edward VI., a 28, s. 2; 1 & 2 Philip and Mary, 
0. 8, s. 19; 1 Elizabeth, d, s. 11. 

* The question of the consent of parents, which complicates Shakespeare's 
case, is discussed in the chapter on <* John Shakespeare's Consent." 

' See Appendix, No. Y. 
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ceremony in church* had not been performed, their child 
would have been legpitimate. 

But even these considerations do not appear to settle the 
question of morals in the minds of some of the poet's bio- 
graphers. They contend that, whatever privileges were claimed 
or conceded by virtue of the espousal as an important part 
of the marriage rites, this precontract was not intended to 
encourage delay until the final ceremony ^^ in the face of the 
Church " had become absolutely necessary.' These doubts as 
to the efficacy of the precontract, as exonerating Shakespeare 
and his wife from blame, have induced some writers to make 
the " conventional morality of the day " responsible for the 
supposed lapse and, with good reason, to find extenuation in 
the survivals of ancient usages ° handed down from the early 
days wfien missionaries were enjoined not to be too severe with 
their converts should the blessing of the Church upon their 
marriages be tardily sought.^ The difficulty of recalling, with 
any approach to correctness, the ideas of right and wrong 
prevailing three centuries ago upon the subject of these pre- 
benediction relationships,^ besides the medley of civil and canon 
law relating to marriage, makes it impossible, however, to set 
up a common standard by which the moral responsibility of 
Shakespeare and his wife can now be measured, even if any 
useful purpose were served by so doing. Tet sufficient is 
known about the social habits and moral conditions of the 
time to indicate that, in such cases as those under discussion, 
candidates for matrimony and their friends were less concerned 
about the ethics of a transaction in which the parties had 

' The ohnroh oeiemony was, however, neoeesary to entitle the wife to dower. 
See Bnuion, edited by Sir Trayers Twiss, iv. 503. 

' For some advioe to oontracted ooaplee, see Dr. F. J. FumiyaU's Introduc- 
tioD to the Bofftd BhaJupere^ pp. yii.« yiii. 

* Theee stiU Bonriye, in a modified form, in some parts of the kingdom. 

* This was, no doabt, regarded by the Choroh as more desirable than the 
older oeremony, in which the man merely led the bride from her house to his 
own. 

' On the subject of these marriages, see W. M. Bossetti, Complete Worke of 
WiBiam ShtJcetpeare^ p. yii; 0. C. Stopes, The Bacon-Shakspere Question 
Anno9red, p. 212; Barrett Wendell, A Study in Elizaheihan Literature^ p. 8 ; 
F. G. Fleay, A ChronieU History of the Life and Work of WiUiam Shakespeare, 
p. 88 ; J. Pym Yeatman, The GenOe Shakipere, A Vindication, p. 32. 
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accepted the position of husband and wife, and certain respoiv^ 
sibilities had been incurred, than about the necessity of ^ 
timely completion of the marriage in order to avert the seriou. ^^ 
consequences of delay. The cpnduct of Shakespeare and his 
wife in this matter does not appear to have been considered 
deserving of social penalties. If their actions had shocked the 
sensibilities of friends and neighbours, or had earned the dis- 
approval of public opinion, it is strange that the scandal should 
have escaped preservation amongst traditions which included 
Shakespeare's drinking bout at Bidford, the whipping and 
imprisonment, and the Davenant and Manningham anecdotes. 
The foregoiirg notes do not cover the whole of the disputed 
points in relation to the first half of the life of the poet, but 
they will serve the purpose of suggesting the highly debatable 
nature of the matter which forms the bulk of his history. 
They also indicate the difficulties which lie in the path of 
those who are led to investigate the facts of his life, either 
out of mere curiosity or for the purposes of a psychological 
study. 
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II 

THE MARRIAGE LICENCE DOCUMENTS 

AocOBDiNa to an entry in Bishop Whitgift's register/ a 
licence was granted on November 27th^ 1582^ for a marriage 
between William Shaxpere and Anne Whateley of Temple 
Grafton. On the next day a bond* was entered into by Folk 
Sandells and John . Richardson on the issue of a marriage 
licence to William Shagspere and Anne Hathwey of Stratford- 
.upon-Avon. Although at first sight this want of agreement 
appeals' to justify the opinion that different transactions are 
referred to, there are good reasons for the belief that both of 
the records relate to the licence for the poet's marriage, and 
that the entry in the bishop's register is incorrect, all the 
available evidence being in favour of the accuracy of the bond 
opon the points respecting which the descriptions are at variance. 
As the arguments to be used in support of these views are 
mainly based upon the ancient regulations, it will be necessary 
to make a brief reference to the somewhat obscure subject of 
the practice in vogue at the Worcester Episcopal Registry in 
Elizabethan times, so far as it throws any light upon the 
questions raised by various authors. 

The common licence, as then issued by the Bishop of 

> RegiBter Na XXXIL, folio 486. John Wbitgifi was Bishop of Worcester 
from 1577 to 1583, when he was translated to Canterbary. As archbishop ho 
was again bRmght into oonncction with Shakespeare's affairs. See Appendix, 
No. VI. 

' For dosoriptions and copies of these documents, see Appendix, Noa. VII., 
VIII., and XVl. A facsimile of tlic Shaxpere-Whateley entry is given at 
p. 21. 

9 
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Worcester/ dispensed with the full publication of banns,^ and 
was generally addressed to the rector, vicar, or curate,® 
ixxsasionally by name, of the church designated for the 
marriage, which was not necessarily in the parish of one of the 
parties. Shakespeare's licence, so &r as can be ascertained, was 
one of this kind. In three cases recorded in the episcopal 
registers between 1530 and 1573, licences with special privi- 
leges were granted.* One of these was issued on July 3rd, 
1571, to members of two well-known Roman Catholic 
families — Francis Throckmorton, son and heir of John Throck- 
morton, Knight, and Anne Sutton, alias Dudley, one of the 
heirs of Edward Sutton (Lord Dudley), who received per- 
mission to marry, without the proclamation of banns, in 
any church, chapel, or oratory^ in the diocese, by any fit 
priest." 

The second licence of this class was granted on December 
11th, 1573,^ for the marriage of Thomas Lucy ® and Dorothy 
Arnold in the nave or doorway of any church, chapel, or 
oratory in the diocese of Worcester to be chosen by them. 
One proclamation of banns was required. Accordin!g to 
the parish register of Charlecote, the marriage was solemnized 
there on January 27th, 1573-4. 

The only other case in which special privileges were 
granted appears in a mandate issued on September 15th, 1571, 
to ^^ all and singular Sectors, Vicars, etc.," for the marriage, after 

' The Arohbiihop of Gftnierbury granted oommon as well as speoial licences 
in bis Provinoe. 

' For the TBrioiis conditions as to banns inserted in these licences, see 
Appendix, No. IX. 

' The example of a licence given in the Oonstitntions of 1597 is addressed 
to the persons licensed. See OtfdwoU, Synodaliok, i 161. 

^ After 1573 these particulars are not given in the bishop's register. 

' Oratories or private chapels were licensed for Divine service by the bishop. 
On September SOtn, 1445, Thomas Rouse and Elisabeth, his wife, obtained a 
licence tor an oratory (Lieeaeia ceUbrandi et oratorio) in their house at Bonso- 
Lench. Bishop Carpenter's register. No. XXII., folio 25a. 

' Bishop BuUingham's register. No. XXXII., folio 86. Iihave not succeeded 
in finding the record of this marriage, which may have been first solemnized 
according to the rites of the old faith. 

r Bishop Bnllingham's register, folio 9a. 

* Son and heir of Sir Thomas Lucy, of Charlecote. He afterwards married 
Kingsmill. 
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one publication of banns, of Bichard Jones, of Areley, clerk, 
and Joan Wylkes, of Mytton.^ 

Upon the issue of a common licence, the following dooa- 
mentd were probably prepared : — 

(a) An fJlegation,^to which the^applicant was sworn, stating 
the name, residence, >nd occupation of each of the parties 
and of the parents, guardians, or friends giving <K)nsent, and 
the reason why the fall publication of banns was to be dis- 
pensed with, or why permission was required to marry in a 
parish which was not the ordinary residence of the bride or 
bridegroom. 

(b) A bond to indemnify the bishop and his ofiScials from 
any action or suit arising out of the grant of the licence. 

(c) A letter £rom some person of position known to the 
bishop or his officials and to the parties and their friends, 
certifying that no impediment existed and that the licence 
could safely be granted. The assurance of consent was some- 
times included in this certificate.^ 

(d) The licence addressed to the minister of the church in 
which the ceremony was to be performed. 

For biographical purposes the allegation was by far the 
most important of the series, and it is unfortunate that no 
record of this kind for a date earlier than 1660-1 ^ has been 
preserved in the Worcester muniment rooms, which have been 
too thoroughly searched to encourage the hope that any such 
document or much of the information it contained will now be 
recovered.^ The form of marriage licence in use in 1582 has 
not come under my notice. The conditions upon which it 

* Blihop BnUinghaiii'f Begkter, foUo 46. See Appendix, No. X., for notes 
on the oertificate as to the charaoter of the wives of ministers. 

* The earliest marriage allegation preserved at Woroester is dated 1661, hnt 
there oan he little dooht that similar doenments were prepared for the signature 
of the applicants daring Bishop Whitcift's episcopate. 

' For references to and examples of this certificate, see Appendix, 
No. XXIV. 

* Personal search or enqnirj has heen made at all the episcopal registries in 
the Province of Canterbury, but I have discovered no earlier aUegations than 
those at the London Diocesan Begistry, which commence in 1597. Home of the 
records at Canterbury are not indexed, and earlier dates may be represented 

See Appendix, No. XI. 
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was usually granted at that period have been gathered from 
the brief entries in the bishop's registers and from the Con- 
stitutions and Canons of 1585, 1597, and 1603. Many of the 
clauses in the example of a licence set forth in the Canons of 
1597 were taken without clumge from the forms already in 
use.* 

These and other allied records, such as the ** Act," " Deposi- 
tion," and "Visitation" Books* of the Worcester Consistory 
Court and the London allegations and "Vicar General's 
Books,"® have been of great service in clearing up some of 
the doubtful points connected with Shakespeare's marriage, 
more particularly the questions raised by the contradictory 
terms of the bond and register entry. Although the issue of 
marriage dispensations commenced in England at an early 
date,* very few were entered in the episcopal registers at 
Worcester before the Reformation, and no attempt to give a 
complete record appears to have been made until 1579, when 
a separate list of dl licences granted by Bishop Whitgift was 
commenced.^ 

According to these entries, the grants increased from 35 
in 1571 to 98 in 1582; but, as there are many bonds for 
which no corresponding entries are found, it is evident that 
all have not been placed on record.** The numbers obtained 
from the two series are, however, sufficiently accurate to show 

^ CftrdweU says that the Gonvooation of 1597 ^ determined to republish the 
oanoni of 15S5 " (Synodalia, i. 147-^). Gibson says of the Canons of 1603 : 
**They are generally taken (and in man;^ places word for word) from Canons 
and Constitutions which had been made in the reign of Qneen Elizabeth : and 
which being confirmed only for herself, and not expressly for her heirs, are 
thought to haye lost their authority by her death 'till many of 'em had new life 
given them in these canons of 1603 " (Codex Juris Eederiastiei, 1713, i. x.). 

' For descriptions of these records, see Appendix, No. XI. 

> The ''Yicar General's Books" contain a i>art of the official acts of the 
Bishops of London from 1520 to 1684, and are in some respects similar to the 
WoroMter episcopal registers. The London volumes were transferred with the 
wills to the Principal Probate Registry at Somerset House in 1858. 

* See Appendix, Na XII. 

* For partioulars of other licences entered in these lists, see Appendix, 

No.vn. 

' In 1573 forty-five bonds are filed, and only two licences are entered in the 
register. In 1582 there are only six bonds for which no licences have been 
recorded. 
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that the use of the licence, which had increased daring Shake- 
speare's youth, reached a maximum soon after the year of his 
marriage, when the numbers were far in excess of those granted 
for the old part of the diocese at the present day.^ The causes 
of this demand for licences in a population less wealthy and 
less numerous than that now occupying the same area^ are 
not apparent, the principal factors, such as haste and a desire 
for seclusion, being still operative. Among the contributory 
causes may be mentioned one that is now almost obsolete, 
namely the prohibition of marriage after banns at certain 
seasons of the year,^ and, perhaps, a disposition upon the part 
of the bishop to assist in obviating the difficulties caused by 
a restraint the removal of which was not included in his scheme 
of ecclesiastical reform. That Whitgift's determination to 
uphold this rule and some necessary safeguards was accom- 
panied by a readiness to mitigate the inconveniences arising 
from their observance and to make the licence accessible to 
persons of moderate means ^ or to those who found it difficult 
to procure acceptable sureties^is indicated by the large number 
of licences granted during the later years of his occupancy 
of the see. The requirements of the bond alone must have 
placed the privilege beyond the reach of many who desired it. 
The occupations of some of the sureties, as described in the 
bonds,^ are not suggestive of sufficiently ample means to 
satisfy the registrar as to their ability to meet such penalties 
as £40 or £100.® It was, no doubt, to meet cases of this kind 
that the letter or certificate supporting the application was 
brought into use, for its assurance that the licence could be 
safely granted rendered the financial position of the surety of 
less importance, and the bond to some extent a matter of form. 

* The Az6hdeacoiiry of Ck)yentry waB added to the diocese in 183G. 

' One hundred and thirty-eight marriage licences are entered in the bishop's 
xegiiter for the year 1587. A large decrease in the grants daring the last thirty 
yean of the nineteenth century is perhaps partly due to a change in fashion. 

' See Appendix, No. XXVIII. 

* I have seen no table of fees of earlier date than that prepared by Archbishop 
Whitgift in lo97. For marriage licence fees, see Appendix, No. XII. 

* Such occupations as chapman, collier, and fisherman are not uncommon. 

' Nevertheless, Thomas Whyttyn^ton, who was a shepherd to the Hathaways, 
died possessed of goods and debts valued at £50 U. lid. 
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In the majority of cases the bridegroom with another surety 
was accepted. In some instances one was deemed sufficient ; 
but here the designation " clerk " or ^' gentleman " indicates a 
concession to the more responsible members of society. In 
some of the bonds three sureties are named, and these probably 
represent cases in which the financial position of the first two 
proposed was doubtful or in which a letter of recommendation 
was not produced. 

The bishops possessed ample powers to prevent the use of 
the licence for irregular marriages ; and there ought to have 
been no difficulty in preventing them ; but lax administration 
led to abuse,^ and drastic changes were averted only by 
Archbishop Whitgift's attempts at reform^ and the Queen's 
dislike to the growing and eventually successful interference of 
Parliament in ecclesiastical matters.^ When proper precau- 
tions were neglected before granting a licence which autho- 
rized a marriage in a distant parish (where, perhaps, neither 
the parties nor their circumstances were known), a clandestine 
ceremony was easily substituted for the more orderly rite 
solemnized in the presence of friends and neighbours after 
wholesome publicity had been secured by the full proclama- 
tion of banns.^ In order to effect a fraudulent marriage in a 
diocese where lax discipline prevailed, it would not therefore 
have been difficult to secure the services of persons prepared 
to run a risk of which similar transactions had taught them 
to make light, although the sureties were liable to consider- 
able financial loss, and the officiating minister to suspension.^ 
In addition to the partial secrecy secured by dispensing with 

> See Appendix, No. XII. 

s ** The Arohbi^op oomiiKmly used to take these warnings of petitions and 
motions in Parliament touching the Ohnrch*s affairs ; and endeavours were used 
by his means, in Gonyooation, to rectify and amend all abuses reasonably com- 
plained of " (Strype, Ufe of WhUgift, ii. 377). The 1822 ed. in this and sub- 
sequent references. 

' ** But the Queen now again found out a way to put some check to the pro- 
ceedings in Parliament, while they meddled with her bishops and spiritual 
matters belonging to them" {Ibid., ii. 876). 

* For instances of the evasion of the legal publication of banns, see p. 59, 
and Appendix, No. XXVI. 

* Only the existence of a *' destructiTe " impediment would have rendered 
such a marriage void. 
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the full publication of banns, some of the clergy occasionally 
made concessions which rendered nugatory one of the most 
important safeguards provided by the naming of the place of 
marriage in the licence, and thus contributed to the further 
success of a fraud which had imposed upon careless registry 
o£Scials. One of the results of this species of abuse appears 
in the records of a suit which occupied the attention of 
the Worcester Consistory Court for some months before 
and after the date of Shakespeare's licence. The action was 
brought by one Thomas Winsor against Agnes White, alias 
Winsor, for the restitution of conjugal rights. It was alleged 
by the defendant that the marriage had not been properly 
solemnized by reason of the performance of the ceremony in 
a farmhouse, instead of the parish church of Grimley,^ in 
accordance with the terms of a licence granted on Sep- 
tember 22nd, 1576 — the year before Whitgift's confirmation as 
Bishop of Worcester. A strict discipline, securing obedience 
by the registry o£Scials te the regulations and compliance by 
the clergy with the terms of the licence, was the only remedy 
for a state of afGedrs which caused great scandal in the Church, 
and endangered the continuance of the right of dispensation. 
Under Whitgift's stem rule^ this obedience te the law was 
without doubt rigorously exacted. Though a zealous champion 
of the prerogatives claimed by the Church, that prelate was a 
consistent reformer of such abuses as those described. He 
assuredly would not have allowed a general delegation of 
certain powers to the Chancellor of the diocese to interfere 
with his personal control^ of a privilege the misuse of which 
* he desired to prevent ; nor, when the circumstances stated 
by the applicant for a licence were unsatisfactory, would he 
have refirained from the exercise of powers that included the 

> DepoiiUon Book^ No. 8, and Aol Book, No. 4, Worcester Dioconn 
BagutiT. The depoation of the offending vicar is given in the Appendix, 

* 8^pe refers to ** This vigilant and industrious prelate '* and his " rigorous 
goremment," and gives an instanoo of his action in the caso of a ohindestine 
marruuKe (JLtfe of TVhiigifl, i. 227, ii. 453). 

> The Bishop of London's personal oversight is indicated by the signature, 
" Bio : London, in the margin of some of the early aUegations. 
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absolute right to refuse the grant.^ In 1580 John Fryethe, 
clerk, was required to enter into a bond, one of the conditions 
of which forbade him " to marry or cawse to bee maryed any 
persons at any times prohibited by the ecclesiasticall lawes 
without free and lawful dispensation from the Ordinary of the 
dioces of Worcester to him graimted/' and stipulates that he 
'^ shall not at any other tymes marry any, without axinge 
the bannes in the churche thre Soundayes or holidayes 
solemly." 

Some of the results of his efforts to ensure the judicious 
grant of licences in the diocese of Worcester appear in the 
bonds. The consent of the parents of the bride was inserted 
as a condition for the first time in February 1581-2, a pre- 
caution which was followed in January 1582-3, a few weeks 
after Shakespeare obtained his licence, by an increase in the 
penalty from £40 to £100. After Whitgift's translation to 
Canterbury, a similar policy was pursued, and '^in some articles 
to be observed in church matters," drawn up in September 
1583, the following clause was inserted: ^^It is thought 
expedient that no dispensation be granted for marriage with- 
out su£Scient and large bonds"; and a form of bond was 
sent down to the bishops for their guidance.^ In 1584 the 
restraints moved in Convocation by his predecessor^ were passed, 
and received the royal assent. These were added to and con- 
fibrmed by the Canons of 1597 and 1603 ; but abuses, to which 
the custom of entrusting blank forms of licences to surrogates 
largely contributed, continued until Lord Hardwicke's Marriage 
Ac^ 26 George II. c. 33, came into operation in 1754. 

The evidence by which the Canons of 1585 and 1597 can 
be shown to have had any bearing upon the practice observed 
at Worcester in 1582 is not complete ; yet there can be little 
doubt that most of the regulations had been anticipated and 
put into force by Whitgift before he left the diocese. The 

^ At the present time authoritieB are not agreed as to the diBcretionary power 
of the bishops in granting marriage licences. See letters from Sir Thomas H. 
Tristram and Chancellor Dibdin, in The Timet of May 28rd, 25th, and 80th, 1903. 

« Strype, Life of Whitgift, i. 232. 

' Strype, lAfe of Grindal, p. 587. The 1821 ed. in this and subsequent 
references. 
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reasons given by the applicant as to the necessity for Shake- 
speare's licence would therefore be subjected to fall investiga- 
tion, and, the control being in such firm hands, evasion or fraud 
would have but little clumoe of remaining undetected. 

The preservation of a fairly complete series of bonds and 
records of dispensations granted at Worcester for some years 
before and after the date of Shakespeare's licence has made it 
possible to trace the origin and to give what appears to be 
the true explanation of some of the discrepancies between 
the poet's marriage bond and the record of the issue of the 
marriage licence. In dealing with the difference of one day 
between the dates, it does not appear to be necessary to 
attribute either of them to clerical error ; for, on comparing 
the two series of documents for the years 1582 and 1583, 
it is found that out of the 166 bonds executed during that 
period, 45 are dated after the register entry, and that the 
intervals extend from one to ten days. The number and 
character of these intervals lead to the conclusion, which is 
supported by other evidence,^ that the bishop's register lists 
were compiled from the allegations, and bear the same dates as 
those documents, which were not necessarily in all cases the 
dates of the licences. If all the persons concerned in Shake- 
speare's case attended at the registry, the allegation was pro- 
bably completed on November 27th, the postponement of the 
execution of the bond imtil the next day being, perhaps, due 
to the lateness of the hour at which the application was made, 
or one of many other causes. The licence may therefore have 
been dated on November 27th or 28th, and there is no reason for 
attaching any importance to the apparent reversal of the dates 
of the bond and the entry in the bishop's register. It must 
have occasionally happened that applications were made by 
persons unacquainted with the regulations, or whose proposed 
sureties were not acceptable to the officials. To avoid the 
necessity of a second attendance and consequent delay, or the 

* If the dates in the parish registers are to be relied npon, two of these 
marriages were solemnised before the oompletion of the bond. Forty-seven bonds 
aie dated before the corresponding entry m the bishop^s register. 
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loss of a client with whom the trouble and expense of a seconc^ 
visit to Worcester outweighed the advantages of the licenc^^, 
the whole of the business may have been at once completed 
except that relating to the bond. With the disappearance of 
all the documents but the bond and the register entry was 
lost much information as to the circumstances under whidi the 
application for the licence was made and the parts played by 
the poet and his father in the marriage preliminaries. Although 
some of the biographies do indeed contain interesting accounts 
of the visit to Worcester/ nothing is known concerning this 
part of the licence transaction save the fact that the bond 
bears the marks of the sureties^ SRjadftllH and Biphardson. For 
anything we know to the contrary, all the persons interested, 
including John Shakespeare, may have attended at the registry 
to support the application, though there is no evidence that it 
was necessary for any one of them to undertake the journey to 
Worcester, except, perhaps, one of the principab or some person 
of repute who could certify on oath that the consent of the 
parents or governors had been obtained.^ 

In the matrimonial case referred to on p. 15, one of the 
witnesses, John Flavell, of Bromsgrove, who was present at 
the clandestine ceremony, deposed that he ''was one which 
procured a lycence for the said marriage and standeth boimd 
for the same." * The bridegroom, Thomas Winsor, a widower, 
was not one of the sureties ; so it may be concluded that he did 
not personally apply for the licence. The London allegation 
book» contain several cases of the same kind, including one 
which appears to be, in some respects, similar to Shake- 
speare's. An application was made at the London Diocesan 
Eegistry on February 4th, 1597-8, on behalf of Sir Richard 

* J. Tom BnrgeiB, HigboHe Warwickshire, edited by J. Hill, pp. 101-2 : 
Charles Knight, WiUiam 8hak$pere, A Biography, 1865, pp. 272-5 ; ThomaB de 
Quinoey, Shaketpeare^ A Biography, pp. 43 and 93. 

* See CkmstitntionB of 1597. By Canon 103 (1603), the peracmal oath of 
one of the parties licensed is required as weU as the oaths of ** two soi&eient 
witnesses, one of them to be known to the judge himself, . . . that the express 
consent of the parent ... is therennto had and obtained." 

> Deporiiion Book, No. 8 (October 2nd, 1582), Worcester Diocesan Registry. 
The bond refeized to is dated September 22nd, 1576. 
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Barkiey^ for the marriage of his grandson, Bichard Barkley, 
aged 20, with Mary Boe, aged 18. The applicants, Samuel 
Hare and John Gayse, who exhibited a certificate of consent, 
were, no doubt, also sureties to the bond.^ From these 
examples it is eyident that under some circumstances, as for 
instance when the bridegroom was a minor, and therefore not 
eligible as a surety, the regulations permitted the application 
and sworn statement to be made by friends, although such 
oases were, no doubt, departures from the rule. 

Very few of the Worcester bonds were signed by the attesting 
witnesses : in these documents, with few exceptions, the recur- 
rence of familiar names indicates that they were executed at the 
registry, or possibly elsewhere, in the presence of one of the 
officials.^ The exceptions furnish no positiye evidence that they 
were not signed at Worcester ; but, as the names of the wit- 
nesses are not found on documents signed at the registry, and 
the attestation clause is written in a strange hand and in 
unfamiliar words, it may be inferred that they were signed else- 
where. For example, the signatures of the sureties to a bond 
dated September 24th, 1578,^ were attested by four witnesses 
'* and other of Malvern Farva." The bride was a resident in 
that parish, and the bond was probably executed there.^ There 
is a slight possibility that the Shakespeare bond was signed at 
Stratford before a notary or surrogate, or on the occasion of a 
visit by the bishop's registrar or other official to that town — a 
not unusual occurrence at a time when the Church courts had 
cognizance of many matters which are now referred to other 
tribunals. The absence of the attestation clause, however, 
points to the probability that Sandells and Richardson signed 
the bond at the Worcester Registry.^ Since Shakespeare's 
personal attendance does not appear to have been absolutely 

* AUegaiion Bock^ No. 1, London Diocesan Begktry. 

' Some of these documents were attested by *' Andrew Walker, soribe," who 
Also wrote many of the bonds, including Shakespeare's. 

* Lioenoe to Edward White and Elizabeth Walker.—Bond filed with wills for 
1578.— Worcester Probate Begist^. 

« See Appendix, No. YIIL 

* See Appendix, No. XUI. 
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neoessary (he was not eligible as a surety by reason of his 
minority), it is improbable that time and money were wasted 
upon a needless journey to Worcester. On the other hand, a 
temporary stay at or near that city in November 1582, after 
his departure from Stratford, may have been utilized for the 
transaction of his part of the licence business and the com- 
pletion of his marriage with Anne Hathaway. 

In the present state of our information it is not expedient 
to do more than suggest these probabilities, which will be of 
little assistance to the biographer. 
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HATHAWAY OR WHATELEY 

The trath of Bowe's statement that Shakespeare's wife was 
''the daughter of one Hathaway"^ was accepted without 
question until attention was called to the entry in the bishop's 
register, in which she is described as Anne Whateley. While 
this discrepancy cannot be said to have seriously disturbed the 
old belief, some doubt has naturally arisen, and renewed 
interest has been iinported into the debate upon the question 
of her identity. 

Before giving the results of a search among the Worcester 
diocesan records for a clue to the puzzle, it will, perhaps, be 
as well to review some of the explanations which the introduc- 
tion of this new name has brought forth. 

In some remarks upon the last edition of Outlines^ the 
editor of Shakespeareana says : *' Its author had in contem- 
plation, for example, a careful investigation of Shakespeare's 
residence in St. Helen's parish- in the old city of London ; also 
to enquire thoroughly into the history of Shakespeare's wife^ 
who', as the discoveries of the last dozen years or so render not 
at all unlikely, was named Anne or Agnes Whately, instead of 
Anne (or Ann) Hathaway." ' It is not quite clear whether 
this points to an explanation similar to that suggested by Dr. 
Earl Elze,\ipFho enquires : '' Can it be* that this entry refers 

> Some AecowU of ike JAfe of Mr, WOUam 8hak$peare, 1709. Bee OvOinee, 
iL 186, for a reference to an unpublished edition of Bowe's aooonnt, in which the 
namet of John and Samuel Hathaway are also mentioned. 

' Skakeepeareana^ TiL 27, New York, 1890. See also OuOinee, ii. 896, 
noteSOi. 

ai 
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to Anne ELathaway's first marriage? " ^ 4^n any case all the 
evidences except that of the bishop's register are in fayonr of 
the name given in the bond, " Anne Hathwey . . . maiden," 
which effectually disposes of the theory that she had been 
previously married. Moreover, if she had been a widow, the 
consent of her friends would have been unnecessary,^ although 
there are occasional exceptions to this rule, the consenting 
parties in such cases being described in the Worcester bonds 
and London allegations as " friends " or " governors," whose 
protection, in some circumstances, was considered necessary. 
Mrs. G. H. Dall says : "Anne may have been a ward or niece, 
and the seal attached to the bond must have been borrowed 
only. ... As far as can be inferred from known facts, Anne 
Hathaway was an orplum, whose connection with Shottery has 
been assumed. ... I draw attention to the fact that Anne 
Hathaway could not have been the daughter of Richard 
Hathaway of Shottery." * In a letter to The Athenamm of 
July 17th, 1886, Mr. A. Hall sfiggested the possibility that 
" Richard Hathaway, alias Gajdener of Shottery, who died in 
1582, may have married a^widow named Whateley from 
Temple Grafton, which would then be Anne Hathaway's birth- 
place. . . . This assumption would account for Anne's known 
seniority to the surviving Hathaways and for her exclusion 
from the father's wilL" There is no evidence in favour of this 
hypothesis ; and it may also be urged that, if she had been 
known by the name of Whateley, aliaa Hathaway,^ it might 
reasonably be looked for in that or the reversed form both in 
the bond and the register entry, in common with many 
instances of a like kind in the matrimonial records. In com- 
menting upon Mr. Hall's letter, the editor says : " No amount 
of ingenuity will ever convert the ' Anne Whateley of Temple 
Grafton ' of one day into the ' Anne Hathaway of Stratford ' of 

* WiUiam 8hahe9pearey 1888, p. 73. 

' The connent of the parents of widows is speoially excepted in the example 
of a licence given in the Constitutions and Oanons of 1597, and again in the 
IMth Canon of 1608. 

* What w redUy know ahotU Shaketpeare, pp. 32, 188, 188-9. 

* I am informed that the BeT. T. P. WadleT, who disooYered the bishop's 
register entry, was of the opinion that the name whateley was an alias. 
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the next" It is very unlikely, however, that licences were 
granted to Shakespeare on successive days for his marriage to 
Anne Whateley and to Anne Hathaway respectively. Even if 
John Shakespeare's consent to the second proposed marriage 
could have been obtained, it is di£Scult to believe that the 
same or other sureties could: have been induced to undertake 
the responsibility of the second bond in the face of the trans- 
actions of the previous day, which were not calculated to give 
assurance of the absence of impediments or exemption from 
the penalty. The second application with its unavoidable 
complications would have excited suspicion at the registry, 
with the probable result of a refusal of the second licence and, 
upon further enquiry, the withdrawal of the bishop's sanction 
to the first. 

Dr. Sidney Lee says : ** The theory that the maiden name 
of Shakespeare's wife was Whateley is quite untenable, and it 
is unsafe to assume that the bishop's clerk, when making ^ 
note of the grant of the license in his register, erred so 
extensively as to write ' Anne Whateley of Temple Grafton ' 
for ^Anne Hathaway of Shottery.' The husbwd of Anne 
Whateley cannot reasonably be identified with the poet. 
He was doubtless another of the numerous William Shake- 
speares who abounded in the diocese of Worcester."^ The 
poet's name was common enough at that time in the Midland 
counties^ to make it possible that on consecutive days two 
William Shakespeares implied for marriage licences at the 
Worcester Registry; but, in addition to this coincidence, it 
would be necessary to assume another almost as curious, in 
the loss of the Whateley bond and the omission of the 
Hathaway entry from the bishop's register. That all these 
things occurred is very improbable, although a bond is not 
filed for every licence, nor is a licence recorded for every bond. 

It has been assumed that the marriage was objectionable 
to the Shakespeare fiGunily and that the name Whateley vras 

^ A Life of WiUiam Skaketpeare, pp. 23, 24. 

* The name ** WUliam Shakeqiere " appears in the Bowington list of the 
''trained shooldiers . . . taken at Alcester^* in 1605. State Papers printed in 
Byland's Bsoords of BomnffUmt p. 187. 
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used for the purpose of deception. This explanation fails 
upon two grounds: John Shakespeare could not have been 
ignorant of the identity of the woman to whose marriage with 
his son he had formally given a consent, without which the 
licence could not have been obtained ; and it would be neces- 
sary to assume that the registry ofiBcials were very easily 
imposed upon, or that they were in collusion with the appli- 
cantS) and deliberately issued a licence in a name different 
from that given in the bond, the object of which would have 
been thereby defeated. Mr. Joseph Hill, in some notes in his 
edition of Historic Warwickshire, says : " The word * Whateley ' 
shows that the original off-hand memorandum in some draft or 
rough book for subsequent entry in the Begistry was not made 
with care ; it contains, in &ct, three inaccuracies — the date, the 
name and the parish. The original in Latin would be * Aunam 
Ebtthwey,' and when some days subsequently it was entered in 
the register by a neat copyist, he mistook the * m ' for * w ' and 
the small and capital 'h' being precisely alike he would be 
easily misled, particularly as it was an invariable habit at that 
period to curtedl the terminal of a name, whilst the first stroke 
of * w ' was formed by many writers like the letter * t ' " ^ 

Although there is no proof of the existence of a rough 
draft of the register at the date of Shakespeare's licence, such 
a book appears to have been kept at one period for the use of 
the scribe who made the entries. During Hurd's episcopate 
a number of loose sheets, upon which were recorded some of 
the official acts of several bishops from 1516 to 1542, were 
formed into a volume — now Number XXVII. of the series of 
registers. The earlier memoranda bear the appearance of 
having been carelessly written, and some of the paragraphs 
are interlined ; but towards the end of the volume the pages 
become a tair duplicate on paper of the register, which was 
written on vellum.^ At this stage it may have occurred to 
the registrar, perhaps with a view to economies, which at that 

» HiUoric ForwVMWw, by J. Tom Burgew, p. 102. 

* Similar dnplicaies of portions of the epiaoopal registen are preaorred at 
Hereford. 
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period of the Beformation were somewhat pressing/ that, since 
the draft conld be as neatly compiled as the register, it was 
advisable to dispense with such a duplication of the work. 
There are now no means of ascertaining whether this draft 
was continued until 1582. 

Indistinct writing in an allegation prepared without 
previous drafting would make a mistake such as Mr. Hill 
suggests comparatively easy; but as neither that document 
i^or rough draft nor temporary memorandum has been pre- 
served at the Worcester Begistry, there is no satisfaction in 
discussing the quality of the penmanship. From the appear- 
ance of the London allegations, which were written in a book, 
there can be but little doubt that many of them were prepared 
without the intervention of anything more than, possibly, a 
memorandum of the names and descriptions of the parties.^ 
There are frequenf erasures and interlineations, and the follow- 
ing example appears to support the idea that these documents 
were sometimes written directly from a verbal statement. On 
December 19th, 1597, Thomas Sturgis appeared personally before 
Doctor Stanhope, and applied for a licence for the marriage of 
Nicholas Tillman and Margaret Sturgis, both of the city of 
London*^ After giving other particulars, the allegation, which 
is without signatures, comes to an end with the words, '* and 
he further allegeth," thus indicating that the answer to some 
question was not satisfactory, and so the transaction — for that 
time, at any rate — was ended.^ Without some additional 
knowledge of the routine of the Worcester Begistry in Shake- 
speare's day, it is impossible to decide the tjuestion as to the 
nature of the* document frt^m which the register list of licences 
was compiled, though the evidence appears to be in favour of 

' '* The leTenuet and incomes of the Biflhoprioks had been ao atript by their 
immediate Popiah predeoeMon that the preeent [1559] Biahope were in want 
eren of GonTenience and Neoeaaariea, for HooBekeeping " (Strype, History of ihe 

' Thia ia* the present practice at Woroeeter, and may be a aarviyal. 

* AUogaiion Book, No. 1, London Diooesan Begistry. 

« Some of the incomplete entriea in the Worceater episcopal regiatera aoggeat 
the probability that the acribe aometimea copied and failed to cancel the 
particulara from aUegationa that were left in an nnllniahed condition. See 
^ John Wise," June 14th, 1581, folio 395, Biahop Whitgift'a regiater. 
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the conclusion that the name ** Whateley " was entered from a 
temporary memorandum or from the allegation. 

This simple method of solving the problem seems to have 
fallen into disrepute through haying been too freely used in 
dealing with the difficult questions frequently met with in 
attempting to write the poet's history. Mr. Appleton Morgan 
says: '^ Shakespeare study is fast being guided by modem 
students into paths of common sense, and the convenient 
presumption that everything not accordant with the ^glib 
biographer ' of the greatest Englishman who ever lived was a 
* clerical error ' is about to be pensioned oflF for ever." ^ How- 
ever just this criticism may be in some cases, the proved 
frequency of the errors in the documents in question renders 
it necessary that they should be taken into account in en- 
deavouring to explain discrepancies. In the present instance 
the objection can be met by reference to similar mistakes in 
the work of the same scribe, and there also appears to me to 
be a clue to the manner in which "Whateley*' came to be 
substituted for the proper name of Shakespeare's bride. 

Disregarding the minor* orthographic eccentricities fre- 
quently found in these documents, such as the substitution of 
"fficcox" for "Hitchcocke" (Whitgiffs Register, foUo 526), 
the following examples taken from the bonds and the bishop's 
register list of licences may be cited as proof of incorrectness 
in transcribing, or errors in the documents from which the 
lists were compiled. On December 17th, 1582, a bond was 
entered into for a licence granted to John Baker and Joan 
Barbar : the bride's name is erroneously entered in the bishop's 
register (folio 5la) as Baker. The bridegroom's name, in a bond 
dated November 25th, 1583, is Robert Bradeley : in the bishop's 
register (folio 536) the name is Robert Darby. In a bond 
dated January 7th, 1583-4, the bridegroom's name is Himifrey 
Elcock : in the bishop's register (folio 54a) his name is written 
Humfrey Edgock.^ In the last two cases the bridegrooms 

^ Shakeipeare in Fad and in Critieismj p. 277. 

* The bonds are filed with wiUi proved m the years 1582 and 1583. Probate 
Registry, Worcester. 
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are sureties^ and the names occur more than once, and with 
signatures, thns testifying to the correctness of the bonds. 
The origin of the suggestion of the name " Whateley " to the 
mind of the scrijbe can, of course, be only a matter for con- 
jecture ; but familiaTity with the word by reason of its frequent 
occurrence in the contemporary business of the registry, com- 
bined witl^th^ resemblance to '^ Hathaway '* mentioned by Mr. 
Hill, would probably be su£3cient to account for the substitu- 
tion. A search among the Consistory Court records resulted in 
my discovery of the name on several occasions during the 
years 1582 and 1583, the recurrence being frequent enough 
to make the registry ofiBcials familiar with it. In a record of 
the proceedings of a cpurt held on November 27th, 1582, the 
date of Shakespeare's licence, the suit of William Whateley, 
vicar of Crowle, against Arnold Leight for the non-payment of 
tithes, was one of the forty cases dealt with ; and it was also 
before the court on subsequent occasions.^ The name is again 
found in the same Act Book in a defamation suit : ** Samuel 
Ny£ftche, gentleman, against William Whateley of Henley,'* 
March 21st, 1582-3. 

William Whateley, vicar of Crowle, the plaintiff in the 
tithe case, was the only surety in a bond dated June 21st, 1583, 
executed on the issue of a licence for the marriage of John 
Combes, of Stratford, gentleman, and Elizabeth Kinnersley, 
gentlewoman, and other references to the name occur in the 
court records and other documents of the period.^ 

It is difiBcult to determine from the appearance of the 
writing at what intervals the entries in the bishop's register 
were made ; but, whether daily or otherwise, the name Whateley 
was before the scribes both on the day of the issue of Shake- 
speare's marriage licence and for several months afterwards.^ 
It therefore appears probable that the occurrence of this name 

' Ad Book, No. 4, Diooesaii Beeistrf , WoioeBier. 

' Apart from the entry in the buhop'g register, the name Whateley is not 
fonnd m connection with the poet's affairs. 

* I have not met with the name Hathaway in any of the diocesan records 
other than the marriage licence bond, although the name was then common in 
the diocese. 
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in the bishop's register is due to an error, the origin of which 
may be traced to indistinct writing in one of the original 
documents, probably the allegation, together with the scribe's 
remembrance of a name frequently under his notice and having 
some similarity to that for which it was substituted.^ 

That Shakespeare's wife was closely akin to the Hathaways 
of the Hewland farm, Shottery, and at one time resided at 
the cottage to which her maiden-name has been given, seems 
to admit of little doubt. In the will of Thomas Whittington,^ 
formerly shepherd to Bichard Hathaway of Shottery," is the 
following bequest: ''unto the poor people of Stratford xP 
that is in the hand of Anne Shaxspere wyffe unto Mr. Wyllyam 
Shazspere, and is due debt unto me, being paid to mine 
executor by the said Willyam Shaxspere or his assigns accord- 
ing to the true meanying of this my will." In a schedule at 
the foot of the will are more debts ''due to me the said 
testator," including amounts owing by other members of the 
Hathaway family : " Imp* John Hathway and Wylliam 
Hathway executors unto the late decessed Jone Ebtthway 
theyr mother^ do owe me that is due to me by her last will 
iiij marks iij* viij* ; It. the sayd John and Wyllyam Hathway 
owe me more Iv* vij**. It the foresayd John BUithway oweth 
me more iiij' iiij*. It. the sayd Wyllyam Hathway oweth 
me iij'." The schedule of debts is followed by this memo- 
randum, " It : I owe the sayd John and Wyllyam Hathway for 
a quarter of an yeares bord." With the exception of the 
amount due from William Shakespeare the above sums are 
referred to in the inventory (exhibited with the will) as 
" desperate debts," '^ the total of which amounts to £20 Is. Idfi 

» See Appendix, No. XTV. 

' The wlU is dated March 25th, IGOl, and was proved on AprU 29tb, 1601. 

* ''The son, no doubt, of the John who waa the cnstomary tenant of the 
Shotterj estate from April 1543, to October 155S, and perhaps for some time 
afterwards " (Oicaffiet, U. 862, note 292). 

* This testatrix was the widow of the aboTe-named Biohard Hathaway, who 
died in September 1581.| 

* Desperates great, as distinrashed from the small debts. 

* The sum of 40$. in the hands of Anne Shakespeare is not included in this 
total. 
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The smaller sums due from John and William Hathaway may 
have been received from Whittington, who appears to have 
lived with the family up to the date of his death, on account 
of his '^bord," and tiie sum for which the poet was liable may 
have been placed in Mrs. Shakespeare's hcmds for safety.^ If 
the money had been advanced to her as a loan' rendered 
necessary by her husband's poverty or his absence in London, 
it would probably have been repaid long before Whittington's 
death in 1601, for Shakespeare purchased New Place in 1597. 
The association of Mrs. Shakespeare's name with the names 
of other members of the Hathaway family in the financial 
transactions described in Thomas Whittington's will^ is very 
suggestive; but farther evidence is required to prove that 
she was the daughter of the Bichard Hathaway whose burial 
on September 7th, 1581, is recorded in the Stratford parish 
register.^ 

In order to meet the difiSculty arising from the omission 
of Anne's name from Bichard Hathaway's will,^ it has been 
suggested that she is therein referred to as Agnes, and that 
the two names were, at that period, sometimes interchangeable. 
The matrimonial suit of Winsor veram White affords an 
example of the convertible use of Anne and Agnes. In the 
numerous instances in which that case is mentioned in the 
Act and Deposition books of the Consistory Court, as well as 
in the bond entered into upon the issue of a licence for the 
marriage of the parties, the woman's name is given as Anne, 
except in the heading of her own deposition, dated June 28th, 
1582, in which she is named Agnes.^ The name in this form 
is not, however, found in any undoubted reference to the 

* The inTentorief filed with the willB ihow that luoh tranaaotionB were Tery 
oomiiion at that period. 

* See Sidney Lee, A Life of WUUam 8hake$p$are, p. 187; W. Oarew HaiUtt, 
Shaketpear^p, 42. 

* The eldest son, Bartholomew, is not mentioned in tbii list of debtors to 
Whittington's estate. 

* For an aocoont of the Hathaway famUies, see Outlines, ii. 183-98 and 
362. 

* For a copy of this will, see Appendix, No. XY. 

* IhpotiUm Book, No. 3. 
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poet*8 wife, although she is named three times in the licence 
bond, and once lespectiyely in the bishop's register, in Thomas 
Whittington's will, in the parish register of burials, and on 
her tombstone. The reference in the bond to Stratford- 
upon-Avon as Anne's residence is considered to be incon- 
sistent with the belief that she was a member of one of the 
Shottery families.^ That this is no serious objection is proved 
by the fact that in the whole of the bonds for the years 1582 
and 1583 the places of residence of the bride, bridegroom, and 
the sureties are ecclesiastical parishes or parochial chapelries, 
and there is no instance in which a hamlet or township is 
mentioned, although many such places as Shottery would un- 
doubtedly have been named if the abodes had been more 
minutely described.' In the Shakespeare marriage licence 
bond both Sandells and Bichardson are described as of Strat- 
ford, although the former and probably also the latter resided 
at Shottery. A feature of the bond which may be turned to 
account in the search for information appears in the choice of 
the words used in describing the status of the persons giving 
consent to the marriage. Some of the variations may be due 
to caprice, but most of them can be regarded as applicable 
to pcurticular cases, and the various classes may be thus 
specified: 1, Parents; 2, Parents and friends, governors, or 
guardians ; 3, Friends or governors ; 4, Friends.^ 

The last of these appears to have been purposely used to 
express the relation of Aime Ebtthaway to those whose consent 
to the marriage had been obtained, as in the following ex- 
ample selected from the London allegations : *^ January 11th, 
1597-8 . . . William Millington ... and Alice Flud . . . 
which maiden hath nether father nor mother living being 
of the age of xxxi yeres . . . and that the said intended 

^ See J. P. Ck>Uier, 8ha3ie9j^ear9'$ Comedie$, etc., i. 67. 

* In taking a wider range, occasional but rare references to the Stratford 
townships are found. 

* In twenty-one out of the 164 bonds executed at Worcester dnrinf the years 
1582 and 1588, consent is given by ** friends " only ; but, as eight of these bonds 
are dated October and November 1582, it is just possible that the recurrence of 
the phrase may in some cases be due to the scribe's temporary preference for the 



ANNE HATHAWATS "FRIENDS" 31 

mamage is with the consent and good liking of all her 
fronds . . . and they both alleged by virtue of their oathes 
that she is wholly at her own goyemment and hath her 
portion in her own hands." ^ According to this interpretation 
of the words ^ her friends/' in the Shakespeare bond, Anne 
Hathaway was an orphan of full age and ** wholly at her own 
goyemment." Joan Ebtthaway, Richard's widow and sole 
execntrixy was living at the date of the licence, so that her 
consent,^ as the surviving parent, would have been required if 
Anne had been her daughter, and consent would not therefore 
have been confined to the friends mentioned in the bond. 

With the exception of the absence of the name Anne from 
Bichard Ebtthaway's will,^ and of the name Agnes from all 
undoubted references to Shakespeare's wife, there is nothing 
in the traditional or other evidence against the theory that she 
was Bichard's daughter. Both Anne and Bartholomew may 
have been his children by a former marriage, in which case 
Joan, his widow, and Bartholomew, his son, the only one then 
of age, would, without having any legal control, be properly 
considered the bride's '^ friends" according to the regulations 
then in force. 

In connection with the hypothesis that Agnes, Bartholo- 
mew, and perhaps others may not have been Joan's children, it 
is interesting to observe the care with which Bartholomew's 
interest in a half yard land, mentioned in Bichard Ebtthaway's 
will, is safeguarded against the failure by his widow to carry 
out the testator's directions. It is also suggestive of a more 
distant relationship than that of mother and son between Joan 
and Bartholomew Hathaway, that the former is referred to 
only as '^ my wife." *' And my will is that he, the same Bar- 
tholomewe shal be a guide to my saide wife in hir husbandrye. 
And also a comforte unto hia bretheme and sisters to his power." 
The omission of the words ** his mother " from these clauses 

^ No. 1 AUefoiion Book, London Diooesan BegUtry. Ezamplef of tho 
remainder ajre given in the Appendix, No. XXIV. 

' There is no eyidenoe that this consent was refused or that the interference 
of the Consistory Court was songht. 

' A copy of Bichard Hathaway's wiU is given in the Appendix, No. XY. 
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seems to be intentional. Moreover, the exclusion of Bartholo- 
mew from the e)^ecutorship of Joan Hathaway's will, as in- 
dicated by the names of her executors in the inventory to 
Thomas Whittington's will, would have been very unusual if 
Bartholomew had been her eldest son.^ In Bobert Arden's 
will there is a similar reference to his daughter by his first 
wife. He made a bequest to his second wife on condition 
that she allowed his *^ dowghter Ales quyetlye to ynjoye halfe 
my copy-houlde in Wyllmcote." * 

The argument will, perhaps, be made clearer by a reference 
to the following conjectural pedigree of the Hathaway family 
of Shottery : — 

John Hathaway, 

tenant of the Hewland Farm and the 

homestead from 1542 to 1556(?).' 

First wife unknown = Richard, = Joan, 

bur. Sept. 7, 1581. died abont 1600. 



I I I • •• -.^ '•-" \ i I 

Agnes Bartholomew, Catherine. Margaret Thomas, John, William, 

^Anne), died bapt bapt bapt. 

bom 1624. Aprai2, Feb. 3, Nov. 30, 

1556 (?). 1569. 1574-5. 1578. 

A suggestion that Weston-on-Ayon was the home of 
Anne's parents is not supported by any evidence. The 
Weston parish registers do not commence until 1685. Other 
variations of this pedigree may, however, be suggested. If 
the age on Anne Shakespeare's tombstone is correct, she was 
bom about 1556, at which date John Ebtthaway was still 
tenant of the Hewland fetrm ; so that she may have been his 
daughter, and therefore Richard's sister. This would explain 
the omission of her name from Bichard Hathaway's will, and is 
in agreement with the tradition that she resided at the house 
now known as Anne Hathaway's Cottage. 

Joan Hathaway survived her husband for many years, and 

^ Seep. 28. 

* For a copy of Bobert Arden'a wUl, tee Appendix, No. XXXV. 

* See OvtUnet, ii 190. 
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is referred to in a list of debts in the will of Thomas Whit- 
tington, dated March 25th, 1601, as ^'the late deceased Jone 
Hathaway/' Her burial is not entered in that name in the 
Stratford parish register ; and I have not succeeded in finding 
her willy which may have been proved in the Stratford Peculiar 
Court, as it is not at the Worcester Begistry. She may not, 
however, have resided at the Hewland farm, or even in the 
diocese of Worcester, up to the date of her death.^ It is also 
possible that she married again, although she is referred to as 
Joan Hathaway in the inventory attached to Whittington's 
will. Among the proofs cited in favour of Anne's close rela- 
tionship to the family of Bichard Hathaway of Shottery are 
the facts that the two sureties to the marriage bond are both 
named in his will (Sandells ^ my trustie friend and neighbour " 
as supervisor,' and Bichardson as a witness), that the poet's 
wife is referred to in the will of Thomas Whittington, who was 
shepherd to Bichard Hathaway,^ and that Lady Barnard, who 
was Shakespeare's grand-daughter, named in her will the 
daughters of her kinsman, Thomas Hathaway. Further con- 
firmation is supposed to have been found in the letters 
impressed upon one of the seals formerly attached to the 
marriage licence bond. Many writers who are not prepared 
to accept the conclusion that Anne was therefore the daughter 
of Bichard Ebtthaway of Shottery, or that the marriage pre- 
liminaries were under the immediate control of the Hathaway 
family, yet appear to take it for granted that the letters on 
the seal were B.H.* 

This reading cannot, however, be accepted, for, though there 
is no description of the seal in its perfect state,^ there is strong 
presimiptive evidence that the second letter was ^^E," and 

' 8co Outiinef, ii. 18S-90. 

* A raperrlBor was, at one time, appointed to see that the dnty of the 
exocntors was duly performed. 

$ Qqq n 2S. 

« See i. C. M. Bellow, Shakspen^s Home at New Plaee, pp. 31 and 132 ; 
J. Tom Burgess, EUiorie Wofwiekthire, 1892-3, p. 102 ; Karl Elze, WiUiam 
8hake9peare, A Literary Biography, 1888, d. 72 ; H. S. and C. W. Ward, 
Shakespeare's Twmi and Timee, lo95, p. 99 ; Outlinet, iL 184. 

^ I cannot ascertain whether Hir Thomas Phillipps, who discovered the bond, 
left any notes on the subject of the seals. 

D 
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that the seal was in common use at the Registry for some 
years.^ The seals were probably intact when discovered in 
1836; but the wax, friable with age, and subject to much 
careless handling after the bond was removed from the leather 
thongs upon which it was originally filed, had by 1860 so far 
crumbled away that the impressions were indecipherable ; and 
nothing remained in 1885, when the bond was enclosed between 
sheets of glass and framed. The second seal, as figured in 
1848 by J. 0. HalUweU-PhiUipps (then J. 0. HaUiwellV was 
much damaged. In the later editions of his Outlines^ in- 
cluding that of 1887, a little more of the second letter is 
shown ; and this more perfect sketch no doubt correctly repre- 
sents what remained of the seal when the first drawing was 
made.^ In any case, the difference between the two figures 
proves either that the first was incorrectly drawn, or that the 
later of two sketches, representing the seal at different stages 
of destruction, was inserted in the earlier edition. It may be 
argued that the letter without the right upper limb is an old 
form of H ; but I know of no sixteenth-century capital of that 
shape. Figures of the seal are given by other writers,^ but 
none of these shows that portion of the letter which betrays 
its original form. The perfect seals and the better preserved 
fragments now remaining on the bonds for the years 1582 and 
1583 prove that at least thirty per cent, bore the impressions 
of a tree '^ eradicated " and the letters R.K^ as figured opposite, 
the two being generally found together on bonds in which two 
or more sureties are named. 

The similarity of the two seab figured in the later 

' OooaBionaUy the letten and devioos are improinons of seals belonging to 
the sureties. The bond signed by Richard Southam, Vicar of Oharleoote, bears 
the letters "R.8." 

> The Life of WiUiam Shakeepeare, p. 112. 

' Above and below the letters in the perfect " R.K.'* seals there is an orna- 
mental floorish which appears only below in the figores by HalliweU-PhiUipps. 
This helps to identify the original from which the letters were drawn. 

* Charles Knight, WUUam Shdktpere, A Biography, 1865, p. 278; A 
Shaketpeare Memorial (BeetonX 1864, p. 4; James Walter, Shaketpeare's True 
Life, 1890, p. 188. 

* The owner of the " R.K." seal was probably one of the officials of the court 
or a scribe, whose name I have not found in the records. 
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editions of Outlines to those in common use by the Registry 
officials at the date of Shakespeare's licence proves that the 
letter in question was not &, and that the seal is of no 
value as evidence in the enquiry as to Anne Hathaway's 
identity. 



IV 

TEMPLE GRAFTON 

If, as seems certain, the Shaxpere-Whateley paragraph in 
Bishop Whitgift's Register is a record of the issue of the poet's 
marriage licence, then either the insertion of Temple Grafton 
must be an error or the entry is incomplete, for there is no 
reason to doubt that Anne Hathaway is correctly described in 
the bond as of Stratford-upon-Avon. The first is probably the 
correct solution; for the second could be accepted only if 
some such words as "in the church of" had preceded the 
name of the parish in the earliest matrimonial entry in the 
list of licences, and were understood to be afterwards omitted 
for the sake of brevity.^ Amongst the attempts to explain 
this point of difference between the bond and the bishop's 
register is the suggestion that Temple Grafton was the resi- 
dence of one Anne Whateley, for whose marriage with a name- 
sake of the poet a licence is supposed to have been granted.^ 
This does not, however, appear to be a satisfactory explanation ; 
and it becomes necessary to ascertain the meaning intended 
to be conveyed by the place-name with which most of these 
licence-entries terminate. For this purpose, I have examined 
the matrimonial records in the Worcester Diocesan and Probate 
Registries^ from May 15th, 1530, to March 31st, 1585, after which 
latter date marriage licences are not recorded in the bishop's 
registers. Before 1578 the licences are entered consecutively 

' The beginniiig of each paragraph is abbreviated in a similar manner. 
' On this subject see Sidney Lee, A Life of William Shake9pearet p. 24. 
' The marriage bonds for tnis period were filed with the wills, and are now, 
with a few exceptions, at the Probate Begistry. 
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with other episcopal acts ; and most of the entries give some 
of the conditions upon which the licences were granted^ with 
the name or title of the minister directed to perform the 
ceremony and the name and residence of each of the parties. 
From 1579 ^ to 1584 inclusive, the licences of several kinds 
granted by the bishop are entered in a separate list ; and the 
matrimonial items contain a date, the names of the parties, 
and the name of one parish which, at first sight, appears to 
be the residence of both, but which could not have been inserted 
as such, since it can be proved from the bonds that in many 
instances they resided in difierent parishes. The characteristic 
defects of these entries appear at an early date. No place of 
abode is named in the record of the first licence issued in 
1530 ; ^ and other particulars are occasionally omitted, a resi- 
dence being sometimes vaguely given as "the diocese of 
Worcester." Between August 1571 and July 1577, the place 
of marriage is omitted from at least thirty per cent, of the 
entries, and in many cases the bridegroom's residence is not 
given, leaving it beyond doubt that such omissions had become 
a common practice before the discontinuance of the old system 
of registration in 1577.® 

These defective entries appear, very curiously, to have been 
taken as precedents by the writer of the lists commencing in 
1579. Only one parish is named in each paragraph, and there 
are indications that this was not entered as the place of 
marriage. A search in the registers of the specified parishes 
for the years 1582 and 1583 resulted in the discovery of only 
sixty-two per cent, of the marriages.^ As there are very good 
reasons for assuming that marriages were not, at that time, 
celebrated elsewhere than at the one church named in the 
licence, the failure to find a larger number is against the theory 
that the parish named in the Shaxpere-Whateley paragraph 

> The Uoences for 1578 are not entered. 

' In this case the place of marriage is fonnd in the corresponding entry in 
the draft register. 

' Examples showing the evolution of the brief memoranda in the lists from 
the earlier and more complete entries are given in the Appendix, No. XYI. 

« See Appendix, No. XYII. 
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was intentionally entered as the place appointed for the 
ceremony.* The record of a licence dated July 26th, 1581, 
terminates as foUows : ^' inter Willelmum Cryspe et Suzanna 
Webbe jparocAtc S" Martini Wigom; "* and, as there was only 
one church in that parish, there can be no doubt that the parish 
was inserted as the place of residence. On comparing the 
licence entries for 1582 and 1583 with the bonds in which 
the residences are given, it was found that, with very few 
exceptions, the parish in the bishop's register was the resi- 
dence of the bride, and that in all but two of these excep- 
tional cases the substituted parish was either the residence 
of the bridegroom or of one of the sureties or else the place 
of marriage.^ 

From the foregoing facts it may be inferred that the terminal 
place-name in the lists of marriage licences was in all cases 
intended as the residence of the bride, and that Temple Grafton 
was probably copied in error from the allegation, in which it 
may have appeared as the residence of one of the persons con- 
cerned in the application for Shakespeare's licence, or as the 
church named for his marriage. Which of these places was 
substituted for Anne Hathaway's parish ? 

So far as can be ascertained, her nearest relatives resided 
at Shottery ; and it is improbable that the consent of friends 
other than those mentioned in Kichard Hathaway's will was 
required, unless my suggestion as to his first marriage is 
correct,^ in which case the bride's nearest maternal relative, 
who may have resided at Temple Grafton, would probably 
have been named as joining in the consent.^ 

Every surety is carefully described in the first part of the 
bonds; but, as Shakespeare was a minor, and therefore not 
eligible as a surety, his residence and occupation are absent 

^ See J. T. Bnrgess, H%$toric WanoiokMhire, edited by Joaeph Hill, pp. 92 
and 102. 

' Biihop Whitgift's Register, foUo 396. 

' In the two remaining entries, including Shakespeare's, the suhstitnted 
parish cannot he traced. The partionlars of these exceptional cases are given in 
the Appendix, No. XYIII. 

* See p. 31. 

* See A. HaU's explanation of the name ** Whatelay " quoted <m p. 22. 
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from the only place in which it was the custom at the 
Worcester Registry to give those particulars in a trustworthy 
manner, for the descriptions in the second part of the bond are 
frequently imperfect. A bridegroom described as a surety is 
generally referred to in the second part as ^^the above 
bounden ; " and a superficial reading gives the impression that, 
when neither these words nor a separate description occurs, as 
in Shakespeare's case, he was therefore of the same parish as 
the bride. 

When the information can be obtained from the various 
documents, it is found that the cases in which the parties 
resided in the same or in different parishes are almost equal 
in number.^ Somewhat the same proportion should be main- 
tained when the bridegroom was not a surety; but another 
residence is so rarely given as to lead to the conclusion that 
in many cases it has been omitted. The defects of this part 
of the bond are indicated also by frequent omissions of the 
residence of the bride, by the large number of cases in which 
it is not stated whether she was a maiden or a widow, and by 
the fact that in only three instances is the occupation of a 
non-surety bridegroom inserted.^ The last word of the clause 
in which Anne Hathwey is described as ^^ of Stratford in the 
dioces of Worcester maiden " is in itself a sufficient proof that 
the whole of it refers exclusively to the bride, and that the 
description of William Shakespeare terminates with the words 
*^ thone ptie." ^ It is difficult to account for the absence of so 
large a proportion of the residences from the bond ; but many 
of the omissions appear to be due to a failure on the part of 
the scribe to observe that the parties lived in different parishes. 
In Shakespeare's case the omission is disappointing in view of 
the possibility that he had left Stratford at the date of the 
licence. 

> For the purpose of this compariion the parish named in the bishop's 
register \b taken to be the bride's residence when it is not specified in the 
bond. 

* These partionlars are taken from the 166 bonds executed daring the years 
1582 and 1583. 

' A oomma placed after these words, and rarely found in that position, 
separates them from the remainder of the sentence. 
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Whether Temple Grafton was the poet's residence depends 
upon the remote possibility that it was the place at which he 
made his venture as a schoolmaster in his younger years,^ or 
upon the chance that his father lived there at the date of the 
licence. 

Beyond the reference in the bishop's register, there is no 
known mention of Temple Grafton in connection with the 
poet's family ; ^ but there is the possibility that John Shake- 
speare had a farm there, and was described as of that parish'^ 
in the allegation, which he may have signed as the applicant 
for his son's licence or as consenting to the marriage. In 
commenting upon the changes in John Shakespeare's circum- 
stances, Charles Knight says: "We hold, then, that in the 
year 1578, John Shakspere, having become more completely 
an agriculturist — a yeoman as he is described in a deed of 
1579 — ceased, for the purposes of business, to be an occupier 
within the borough of Stratford."* A temporary retirement 
from the town is also mentioned by Dr. Earl Elze^ &s likely. 
But John Shakespeare is described in the deed dated October 
15th, 1579, and in a bond of the same date as of Stratford- 
upon-Avon, Yeoman.® 

In common with most of the contemporary memorials of 
Shakespeare's early years, time appears to have effectually 
removed any record of the place of his marriage, and no 
reference is made to it by the older writers. The many un- 
successful searches which have been made in the parishes of 
the old diocese of Worcester preclude any hope that the 
register is now in existence. The ceremony may Iiave been 
performed in one of the churches in which the ancient volumes 

' Aubrey, There is nothing to connect this with Temple Grafton. 

* HaUiweU-Phillipps says there were ShakespearoB at Temple Grafton in 
the 16th century. Outitne*, ii. 252, note 9. For a short description of 
Temple Grafton see Appendix, No. XIX. 

' The insertion of snittorfiold in the administration bond of February 10th, 
156(m, as the residence of John Shakespeare, may have been due to a similar 
cause. See p. 99. 

* William Shakspere, A Biography, 1S65, p. lOS. 

* William Shakespeare, A Literary Biography , p. 92. 

* These documents are in the Birtiipla^ Museum at Stmtford-upon-Avon. 
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have been preserved ; for the possibility of an omission^ not 
unusual in the early days of parish registers, should be taken 
into account in any argument founded upon the failure to 
discover the desired entry at Stratford or any other place 
where, for certain reasons, it might be expected to exist.^ It 
is, however, more probable that the marriage was recorded in 
one of the many registers the loss of which there is frequent 
occasion to deplore. 

It has been stated that, in Shakespeare's time, the place of 
marriage could be selected from three churches named in the 
licence, and that even a wider choice was sometimes allowed. 
In some remarks upon the poet's marriage, Mr. William 
Winter says: ''The law in those days prescribed that the 
marriage bond should designate three parishes within the 
residential diocese, in any one of which the marriage might 
be made; but the custom in those days permitted the con- 
tracting parties, when they had complied with this legal 
requirement, to be married in whatever parish, within the 
diocese, they might prefer. Three parishes were named in 
the Shakespeare marriage bond. The registers of two of them 
have been searched, and searched in vain. The register of 
the third — that of Luddington, which is close by Shottery — 
was destroyed long ago, in a fire that burnt down Luddington 
Church."* The bond, however, contains no reference to the 
church appointed for the marriage, the only parish named 
being Stratford-upon-Avon, the residence of the sureties and 
of Anne Hathaway. 

On the subject of this choice of the place of marriage, Mr. 
G. R. French writes : " The following explanation of the law 
in respect of such a bond, . . . has been given by the Com- 
piler's esteemed friend, Henry Charles Coote, Esq., F.S.A., of 
Doctor's Commons, well known to be a profound archfieologist, 
as he is a sound Canon lawyer : * The practice concerning 
marriage in times preceding Lord Hardwicke's Act of 1754, 

* See Appendix, No. XX. 

' Gray Day and QM, 1899, p. 99. See also H. W. Mabie, Wtlliam 
SKahttpeare, Poet, DramatUi and Man, p. 85. 
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was this : the person applying for the license selected at hap- 
hazard the names of three parishes^ in any of which the 
license was to authorize the solemnization of the marriage, and 
the license issued accordingly. This practice prevailed in the 
great offices of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Faculty and 
Vicar-G^eraFs Offices; and this rule would be followed by 
the diocesan registries.^ This, however, was not all ; the in- 
sertion of the names of the three parishes in the license was 
not considered as binding the persons to be married at any one 
of them. They more often were married at some totally 
diflTerent parish.' " * 

This rule may have existed at one time in the two offices of 
the Archbishop ; but the assumption that it was in force in the 
diocesan registries in 1582 is not supported by the evidence of 
the records at Worcester and some other places. At Worcester 
there was not only an absence of the latitude described by Mr. 
Coote, but the earlier matrimonial entries that give the place 
of marriage state that the ordinary licence or mandate was 
addressed to the minister of one parish only. After 1573, with 
two exceptions, no information as to the place of marriage is 
given in the bishop's registers at Worcester; but these ex- 
ceptions indicate that the practice of naming only one church 
continued until long after the date of Shakespeare's licence. 
In a deposition in the case of Winsor v. Wliite, the Bev. 
Bobert Bobinson stated that he solemnized the marriage ''by 
vertvs of a licenee gravavted to him.** ' One of the entries in 
the bishop's register list of licences for the year 1580 is as 
follows : *' Item vicesimo die ejusdem Julij licencia matrimonij 
inter . . . ^ et Luciam Sheldon de Abberton emanavit vicario 
de Honington." In a footnote on a bond dated May 6th, 1598, 
it is stated (in words identical with the termination of one of 
the register entries dated September 9th, 1571) that a licence 

> The Azchbiflhop of Canterbury, through his Faculty Offloe, granted lioenoeB 
for the Provinoe of York as weU as Canterbury, and, throagh his Yioar-Generara 
office, for the Province of Canterbury only. 

* Shdhipeareana Oenealogioa, p. 558. 
' See Appendix, No. XII. 

* The name of the bridegroom ia omitted. 
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for the marriage of Simon Jukes and Blargaret Pitt, of 
Wolverley, was addressed to the vicar of that place.^ 

Two kinds of common licences were granted by the Bishop 
of London, the ordinary licence in which one church was 
named for the marriage, and a '' general '" licence allowing it to 
take place in any church in the diocese. The general licence 
was freely granted before the year 1570, after which date the 
numbers began to decrease, and very few are recorded after the 
year 1597.^ Only one church is named in each of the London 
allegations up to the end of the sixteenth century. In the 
first allegation, dated December 7th, 1597, for a licence granted 
to Symon Sell, of Little Hadham, and Elizabeth Hyde, of St. 
Andrew's IJndershaft, the place of marriage is not named,^ but 
on referring to the record of the grant in the Viea/r-OeneraVs 
Booksy it is found that the licence was addressed to the rector 
and curate of St. Andrew's Undershaft, one of whom is directed 
to perform the ceremony. I have not inspected the register of 
that parish to ascertain whether the marriage is entered, for 
there is nothing in the terms of the licence to warrant the 
supposition that the marriage could be legally solemnized 
elsewhere. Any departure from these terms, such as might be 
indicated by the absence of the record of certain marriages 
from the register of the parish named in the licence, was no 
doubt due to irregularities for which the minister who per- 
formed the ceremony and his bishop were alone responsible. 

As at Worcester, so at London, the difference between the 
conditions upon which the special and the ordinary licences 
were granted is clearly set forth. On November 19th, 1582, a 
special licence was issued by the bishop to ''all and singular 
Bectors, etc.," for the marriage of Robert Baker and Alice 

' Bundle of WUls, etc., for the year 1598. Worcester Probate Begistrv. 

' These are termed '*G^eral lioenoes" by Dr. J. L. Chester. See his 
Ltmdon MarHaae Licences, 1590 to 1610^PubHo<Uion$ of the Harleian 8ooUty, 
▼oL 25. OcoasioDaUy the records of the grants in the '* Vicar-General's Books " 
eontain no referenoe to the place of marriage, and it has been supposed that in 
these cases ** general" licences were issued. The church in which tiie parties 
desired permission to be married is, however, generally to be found in the corre- 
sponding aUegations. 

* The place of marriage is not named in some of the earlier allegations, but is 
found in tne corresponding entries in the yioar'QtnerdC9 Book: 
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Straunge ; and on the next day (a week before the date of 
Shakespeare's licence), an ordinary licence was issued to the 
Curate of St. Bartholomew, near the Boyal Exchange, for the 
marriage of Bichard Hathewaye ^ and Anne Maddoxe.^ 

In some licence bonds at the Lincoln Diocesan Begistry 
dated 1588, only one church is named for the marriage, and 
the same restriction is usually found in the earliest allegations 
which are dated 1598. A few years later a choice from the 
parishes of the bride and bridegroom was occasionally allowed. 

These examples prove the continuity of the practice during 
the last fifty years of the sixteenth century, and there appears 
to be no evidence in favour of the contention that the common 
licence issued at the Worcester Begistry in 1582 permitted the 
selection of the place of marriage from three specified churches, 
or that, unless a special licence was granted, William Shake- 
speare and Anne Hathaway were allowed any other privilege 
than that of dispensing with the full publication of banns and 
the selection of a church in the diocese for the marriage.^ A 
good reason would no doubt have been required if the church 
proposed had not been in the parish of the poet or his bride. 
Li the absence of proof, it cannot, of course, be stated with 
absolute certainty that a special licence was not obtained for 
the poet's marriage ; but that such a possibility is very remote 
is attested by the rare occurrence of examples of this dispensa- 
tion in the Worcester registers, as well as by the rank of the 
persons to whom the special privileges were granted.* 

The 102nd Canon of 1603 states that a marriage under the 
authority of a licence shall be celebrated ^' in the parish church 
or chapel where one of them dwelleth and in no other place," 
and even in this case the bishop may have required the appli- 
cant to make the selection before the issue of the licence. 
The first indication of any departure from this rule at the 
Worcester Begistry appears in a letter, dated October 14th, 1611, 

> See Appendix, No. XXI, for notes on Richard Hathaway the dramatist 
* Viear-QenerdTi Book, No. 4, folio 3016; Principal Probate Registry, 
Somerset House. 

' This church would be named in the licence. 
' See p. 10. 
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addressed to the registrar, who is asked to direct a licence to 
be issued for a marriage " by the parson of Wyttley Shrawley 
Gt Astley that if one of them be owte of the way or nott able 
the other may perform the ceremony."^ There is no record of 
the issue of the licence, and I cannot ascertain whether the 
request was granted. In the Worcester records the first evi- 
dence of the practice mentioned by Mr. Coote is found in the 
allegations which commence in 1660-1. In the first two, 
which are dated February 6th, the marriage is to be solemnized 
at the Cathedral by " John Sawyer, Gierke," and in the third, 
bearing the same date, the choice of either Ipsley or Studley 
is allowed. In a licence dated February 8th, the parties are 
allowed to make a selection firom Bromsgrove, Upton Warren, 
or Tardebigg.^ In the Hereford bonds of 1660 it is a frequent 
condition that ^' the said marriage be publicly solemnized in 
the parish church or chapel where either of the parties 
dwelleth." The practice of marrying in a parish which was 
not the residence of either of the parties became common after 
the Restoration. In the parish register of Saint Michael in 
Bedwardine, Worcester, the average number of marriages per 
annum increased from three between 1621 and 1639 to fifteen 
between 1666 and 1673," a change which cannot be attributed 
to an increase in the population of the city or of that particular 
parish. The residences fortunately are entered in the register, 
and the increase is satisfactorily accounted for by the fact that 
in the majority of cases both of the parties were residents in 
other parishes. In nearly every case a licence had been 
obtained, and on comparing the dates of the allegations with 
the entries in the parish register I found that in some years 
80 per cent, of the marriages were solemnized on the day the 
licences were issued. These figures indicate that it had become 
a common practice for non-parishioners, mostly from country 
parishes, to marry by licence in one of the city churches, the 

Bundle of Marriage BondB and other documents. Woroestcr Diocesan 



AUegatum Book, No. 1, Worcester Diocesan Registry. 
' These figures are taken from the transcripts, from which, in some yean, the 
marriages are missing. 
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proximity of Saint MichaeFs to the Bishop's Begistry^ together 
with fieu^Uities for despatch probably making that church a 
fietyourite resort for the purpose.^ llie possibility that Shake- 
speare was married '^in a little church connected with the 
cathedral"^ has been suggested; but this reference to Saint 
MichaeFs receives no support from the well-kept register of 
that parish. If secrecy was the principal reason for obtaining 
Shakespeare's licence, some place remote from Stratford may 
have been selected, and possibly one of the Worcester churches 
was named in the allegation as the place of marriage ; but the 
incompleteness of some of the city parochial registers makes it 
impossible to say whether this course was or was not adopted. 

Mr. Bichard Savage, of Stratford-upon-Avon, has found in 
the register of the parish of Saint Martin, Worcester, entries of 
the names of Combe, Nash, Hall, Shirley, and other well-known 
Stratford families and possible connections or acquaintances of 
the Shakespeares, and from this he considers it not improbable 
that the poet was married in St. Martin's church.^ 

The Stratford parish register^ contains no record of 
Shakespeare's marriage, and it is therefore improbable that 
the ceremony took place there. The marriage entries up to 
September 15th, 1600, are transcripts of the old paper register, 
so that it is not known whether that was well kept or not ; but 
the only source of error lies in the possibility of an omission 
from the original or from the entries copied into the present 
volume, the correctness of which, however, is certified by the 
vicar and churchwardens. Luddington, one of the Stratford 
chapelries, has also been mentioned as the place of marriage ; 
but I have met with no reliable information on the subject, 
the parish registers having been lost, and there being no 
earlier transcript than 1617. Fullom says the tradition can 

^ The old ohnroh of St. Michael stood at the west end of the oathodraL 
' The marriage by lioenoe of this large number of non-residents may, perhaps, 
have been due less to a desire for privacy than an intention to take advantage of 
opportunities for meny-niakin^ not afforaed by the native village. 

* H. 8. and 0. W. Ward, Bhdketpeare^i Toum and Times, p. 104. 

* A curious circumstance connected with the parish register is related in the 
Appendix, No. XXII. 

* The 8tratford*upon-Avon parish register commences in 1558. 
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be traced back directly for a hundred and fifty years, and 
repeats local gossip in support of the statement that the register 
of marriages had been seen within living memory.^ Other 
writers notice the tradition,^ which does not appear to have 
been current at the date of Malone's inquiries ; and Halliwell- 
Phillipps refers to it as only *^ publicly noticed in quite recent 
years. • . . Jordan, in a separate account of Luddington, makes 
no allusion to its marriage tradition ; nor had the late R B. 
Wheler, up to the year 1821 or later, ever heard of such a 
belief."^ The claims of Temple Grafton rest somewhat in- 
securely upon the entry in the bishop's register and the 
chance that the name was copied in error from the allegation, 
in which it may have been mentioned as the place of marriage. 
The question cannot be definitely settled in the absence of that 
document and of the parish register for 1582.^ Billesley 
church, with registers commencing in 1812, is referred to by 
Malone as the possible place of the marriage, but on insufficient 
grounds.^ It has also been thought that the ceremony may 
have been performed at Hampton Lucy,^ but this supposition 
is not confirmed by the parish registers, which commence in 
1556. The probability that Shakespeare was married in any 
one of the churches referred to depends largely upon the 
reasons for avoiding the full publication of banns, and these, 
in the absence of definite information, can only be inferred 
firom the circumstances discussed in the notes on the necessity 
for the licence. 



* Hiitoryof WUUam 8hdkemar€,p. 202. 

' B. G. White, Memoin of ike Life of WiUiam Shahetpeare, p. 55 ; J. G. 
M. BeUew, 8hake$pear^8 Same at New Place, p. 133; H. 6. and 0. W. Ward, 
Skakeepear^e Town and Timet, p. 104. 

' OuOinee, H. 36i, note 299. See also Appendix, No. XXIIL 

* The Temple Grafton pariah regiiters commence in 1695, and the transcriptt 
in the Diooeean Begiftry in 1612. 

• The Life of WtUiam ShcAeepeare 1821, p. 111. 

• G. R. French, Bhakepeareana Oeneaiogica, p. 373 ; Isaac Beed, The Play$ 
of Wmtam Bhakvpeare, 1803, i 139, note 4. 
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The opinion that William Shakespeare married without his 
father's consent is founded mainly upon certain features of the 
licence bond, supposed to be unusual in others of that period, 
viz. that neither of the sureties was a member of the Shake- 
speare family, that consent was limited to the friends of the 
bride, and that there should be one publication of banns. The 
insertion of the words ^' hir frindes " has also been regarded as 
an error,^ while some writers accept this proviso as correctly 
conyeying all that was intended, and hold that it points to the 
controlling influence of the Hathaway family in the marriage 
preliminaries. Dr. Sidney Lee says " the wording of the bond 
which was drawn before Shakespeare's marriage differs in 
important respects from that adopted in all other known 
examples. In the latter it is inyariably provided that the 
marriage shall not take place without the consent of the 
parents or goyemors of both bride and bridegroom. . . . 
The wedding probably took place, without the consent of the 
bridegroom's parents— it may be without their knowledge — 
soon after the signing of the deed."* There is, however, no 
distinction between the Shakespeare bond and others of the 
same period in the limitation of consent to the friends of Anne 
Hathaway, such differences as exist being confined to variations 
in the wording of the clause (according as the bride happened 
to be under the control of parents, guardians, or friends) and, 
occasionally, to its entire omission when she was a widow or, in 

^ G. K. Fronch, Shakmareana Oeneahgica, p. 559. 
« A Life of Waiiam Bhakujpeare, pp. 21-2. 

48 



CONSENT OF PARENTS 49 

the words of the London bonds, " wholly at her own govem- 
ment." No special condition providing for consent in the case 
of either of the parties was inserted in the Worcester bonds 
before January 1581-2, when a clause referring solely to the 
^consent and agreement of the parents or goyemors" of the 
bride was introduced ; ^ and it was not until January 1588-9 
that the bridegroom was included.^ 

The necessity for the consent of the parents of all persons 
licensed to marry without the full publication of banns had 
been considered before the introduction of the first clause in 
the Worcester bonds. In one of the Articles delivered to the 
Lords from the Lower House of Convocation in 1580, it was 
proposed *^ That there be no dispensation granted for marriage 
without banns but under sufScient and large bonds. . . . And 
thirdly that they proceed not to the solemnization of the 
marriage without consent of parents and governors." ' 

These articles were not at that time sanctioned by the 
queen, and were again brought forward by Archbishop Whit- 
gift, who appears to have been mainly instrumental in gaining 
for them the force of law, immediately after his translation 
from Worcester to Canterbury. "For in the month of Sep- 
tember [1588] divers good articles were drawn up by himself 
and the rest of the bishops of his province and signed by them. 
Which the Queen also allowed of and gave her Boyal Assent 
unto to give them greater authority." After the article as to 
consent, which was a repetition of that of 1580,^ the following 
words were added : '' The copy of which bond is to be set down 
and given in charge to every bishop in his diocese to follow." '^ 

The condition in which reference is made to the consent of 

> Bonds for marriage Uoenoet in handle of wiUs for the year 1581, Worcester 
Prohate Registry. A Dorham hond, dated Fehmary 22nd, 1583, oontadns no 
roferenoe to consent. In the honds for 1587 at Dnrha^ and for 1588 at Lincoln 
the consent of the parents of both parties is inserted. 

* Bonds filed With wiUs for the year 1588. 

* Btrype, U/e of Grinddl, pp. 587-8. Blaokstone's Commentariei, 1836 ed., 
L486. 

* Gibson says the restraints mored for in 1580 were fhuned into an Article or 
Oonstitntion and passed in 1584. Codex, 1713, i. 515. 

* Strype, Ufe of WMtgift, i. 227. 



so JOHN SHAKESPEARE'S CONSENT 

the bride's frieniis therefore appeared in the Worcester bonds 
before the Article making the insertion compulsory had received 
royal sanction ; and this appears to indicate that Whitgift, who 
had the power to impose upon the sureties such conditions as 
were not contrary to civil or canon law, was ready to initiate, 
in his own diocese, any change likely to prevent the abuse of 
the licence,^ and to ti^e advantage of every safeguard afforded 
either by the bond, the oath of the applicant, the certificate of 
consent, or the letter of recommendation,^ in order to protect 
himself and his officials against any attempt to conceal the 
facts. 

The delay in making the full change at Worcester until 
1588*9 can be explained only as a result of the tardy adoption 
of the copy of the bond by the officials, and to some relaxation 
of discipline and personal control after Whitgift had left the 
diocese. Before the first of these changes was made, obedience 
to the then existing law was no doubt deemed to have been 
secured by the original condition of the bond that the parties 
could ''by the laws and statutes of this realm be lawfully 
married together,*' a clause which, concurrently with the intro- 
duction of the special reference to consent in February 1581-2, 
was replaced by the words '' or by any other means whatsoever " 
following the enumeration of certain impediments. Either of 
these clauses was sufficiently comprehensive to make the sure- 
ties responsible in the matter of consent in the case of a minor ; ^ 
and it was no departure from the usual practice at the Worcester 
Registry in 1582 to exclude the bridegroom of eighteen from a 
condition which it was considered necessary to apply to a bride 
who was of full age, and who could, therefore, have been legally 
married by banns without the consent of parents or friends. 
In any case, it may be taken for granted that the assurance 

^ PubUo opinioii was beoomlDg strongly averse to the issue of marriage 
lioenoes, unless suoh matters as consent were more effeotually safeguarded. 

« See Appendix, No. XXIV. 

* There is nothing in the bonds to distinguish the bridegroom who was a 
minor. In 116 of the bonds for the years 1582 and 1583 the bridegroom, either 
alone or with others, is a surety ; so that the minors are included in the remaining 
50 with those who did not vaake personal application or, firom yarious causes, were 
not acceptable as sureties. 
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of consent was regarded as one of the most important of the 
precantions then taken against carelessness, collosiony or fraud 
on the part of any one concerned in a marriage by licence. I 
have not seen a marriage licence of the date of the Shakespeare 
grant, but have no doubt that the consent of the parents or 
guardians of both parties was then inserted. In 1584, Arch- 
bishop Whitgift and the bishops, in answer to one of the 
articles ^ offered in the previous session of Parliament (27 Eliz.), 
stated that ^'The inconyenience that is proposed is in most 
dioceses already met withal by putting the conditions in the 
faculty (licence); viz. that they have their governor's con- 
sent;"^ and iu the example of a licence given in the Canons 
of 1597 allusion is made to ^'the express consent of your 
parents and governors on both sides " and '' the express consent 
of your parents and guardians.*' ^ 

No exception was made in Shakespeare's case in requiring 
one publication of banns ; and, as this condition was almost 
invariably inserted in the bonds of the period at Worcester, it 
can no longer be regarded '' as a proof that John Shakspeare 
had not, up to that time, given consent to his son's marriage." * 

The theory that the marriage took place without John 
Shakespeare's consent involves the assumption that the sureties 
and others concerned in the application joined in a conspiracy 
to obtain the licence by fraud, and represented that William 
Shakespeare was of full age or that the requisite consent had 
been obtained. That the registry officials were deceived by a 
misstatement as to his age or by means of a forged certificate 
of his father's consent is exceedingly improbable. 

However lightly the poet and his bride might have regarded 
such a method of attaining their object,^ the sureties could 
hardly have been blind to the consequences, and the interest 

> See also Appendix, No. XIL 
< Wilkint, OnoAid, iy. 314. 

* CaidweU, SynodaUa, L IGl. 

* H. C. Oooie, quoted bv G. R. French, 8hahtpearea%a Genealogiiia, p. 559. 

* The penalty for their part in such a tianBaction would probably haye 
been no more aeyere than a fine or penance, but with a diapenaation to remain in 
a state of matrimony. 
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of Sandells and Richardson in the affairs of the bride or her 
family would have been great indeed to induce them to under- 
take such a responsibility. Moreover, if John Shakespeare 
had intended to prevent the marriage, an appeal to the Con- 
sistory Court would have defeated any attempt to deprive him 
of his right to forbid the banns, unless the whole of the 
arrangements could have been carried out absolutely without 
his knowledge. His legal experiences had, no doubt, made 
him acquainted with his right, upon entering a caveat,^ to be 
heard before the issue of a licence, and it is difficult to believe 
that he could have been kept in entire ignorance of his son's 
intentions. 

Neither the form in which consent was given in the poet's 
case nor the person by whom it was certified is known,^ but it 
is almost certain, in view of the reasons already stated, that 
the licence could not have been obtained without it, unless 
John Shakespeare was mentally incapacitated,^ a conclusion 
to which the believers in the non-consent hypothesis will 
hardly be prepared to subscribe. 

The consent of parents and guardians of both parties, 
whether minors or of full age, forms an important part of the 
London allegations, and sworn statements of the persons con- 
senting are frequently met with. A strict application of the rule 
appears in an allegation, dated May 21st, 1598, for a licence 
granted to Edward Walker of St. Marie-at-Hill, Clothworker 
and freeman of London, of the age of 26 years, the son of 
Edward Walker, late of Dewsberie, Yorkshire, deceased.^ 

That his mother ^* was consenting to the intended marriage 
Mr. Edward Whitaker parson and preacher of Thomhill in 
Yorkshire is redy to testifie." At the foot of the allegation 
is the following : " Mr. Whittaker is to send up a note under 
Edward Walker's mother's hand in Trinity Term 1598. As 

^ The register of oaveats for the year 1582 is not among the Worcester 
records. In 1597 the fee for entering a caveat was 2f . Sd. 

* The earliest certificate of consent I haye found at the Worcester Begstry 
is dated April 16th» 1 601. For a copy of this document, see Appendix, Xo. xXTV 

* Blaokstone's Commentaris9, 1826, L 436-7. 

* AttegaUon Book No. 1, London Diocesan Registry. 
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by his hand to a note pynned to the bond appeareth." And 
in the margin '* Received the note under Elizabeth Walker's 
hand the mother of the said Edward Walker 26 June 1598." ^ 

It cannot be stated with certainty that the practice at the 
London Registry in 1597 was identical with that at Worcester 
fifteen years earlier; bat the carefully worded clauses as to 
consent in the London allegations are strictly in accordance 
with the rule mentioned in the answer to the articles of 1583. 
The more precise directions issued by Convocation in 1597 
relate mainly to the means by which the assurance of consent 
was to be obtained. Whitgift's general policy and the refer- 
ence to the consent of Anne Hathaway's friends in the bond 
indicate that the rule above referred to was enforced at 
Worcester in 1582, especially with regard to minors, and 
that John Shakespeare's consent, if he was mentally capable, 
was required before the issue of the licence. It is of course 
assumed, in the absence of proof to the contrary, that William 
Shakespeare was properly described by the applicant as being 
in his minority and that the registry o£Scials were not parties 
to a fraud. 

Halliwell-Phillipps inferred from the supposed impression 
of the letters '^ RH." upon the seal, and the fact that two of 
Richard Hathaway's friends were sureties " that the marriage 
was arranged under the special auspices of the Hathaway 
fiEunily, and that the engagement was not received with favour 
in Henley Street." ^ Dt. Sidney Lee says that ** Sandells and 
Richardson, representing the lady's family, doubtless secured 
the deed on their own initiative ; so that Shakespeare might 
have small opportunity of evading a step which his intimacy 
with their friend's daughter had rendered essential to her 
reputation."^ Although the inferences usually deduced in 
Shakespeare's case may appear to be justified by such con- 
siderations as the supposed necessity for an early marriage, 

^ Neither the bond Dor the note is known to be in existenoe. 

* OuUinei, i 63. 

' A Life of WiUiam Shaketpeare, p. 22. See alio Karl Elze, WUUam 
Skakupeare^ p. 78, and £. Dowden, Irving and ManhaU Shakespeare^ TiiL 
Zfii. 
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they receive no support from any reading of the bond which 
is not influenced by the adverse construction placed upon the 
few known facts of his early married life. 

It is probably true that the sureties were Bichard Hatha- 
way's neighbours at Shottery, and that they were the persons 
named in his will ; ^ but neither these circumstances nor any 
evidence derived from the bond justifies the inference that the 
responsibility was accepted solely in the interests of the bride, 
or that the sureties were acting without the approval, if not at 
the request, of the poet's friends. And further, as we are not 
entitled to assume that Sandells and Bichardson were quite 
indifferent to the consequences of an irregularity in the 
marriage, it is not probable that they signed the bond without 
first taking the precaution of ascertaining that John Shake- 
speare had given the assurance of his consent which was 
necessary to their safety. 

The absence of John Shakespeare's name from the bond is 
open to other explanations than that of a refusal to consent to 
the marriage. It has been suggested that, in common with 
other suspected recusants, he may have conveyed his property 
to avoid forfeiture.* 

This is possible, and such a precaution, in itself a very 
good reason for declining to join in the bond, would have been 
defeated by a proposal to become bound for the then large sum 
of £40, since any charge of recusancy made against John Shake- 
speare must have been known at the Bishop's Begistry. This 
knowledge would also have been to his disadvantage as a pro- 
posed surety. In obedience to Archbishop Grindal's article of 
inquiry of June 21st, 1580,8 Whitgift in 1581 "was busied 
about the examination of such as were papists : Of which sort 
there were many families in Worcester and the rest of his 
diocese. Of their names he had sent up certificates before." ^ 

* OutUneB, ii. 183-4. See alio a copy of Biohard Hatliaway's wiU in 
Appendix, No. XV. 

* T. Garter, Shaketpeare, Puritan and ReeuBont, pp. 82, 92-3. H. S. Bowden, 
The Religion of Shaketpeare, p. 71. 

' Strype, Idfe of Gnndal, p. 379. 

* Strype, Li/e of Wuigift, i. 189. 
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In 1582 he was required by the Lords of the Council '^ to 
cause in every parish within his diocese, a diligent enquiry 
and search to be made, of all such persons as sith the end 
of the last sessions of Parliament, had forborne to come to 
church, and having thereof been lawfully convicted, neverthe- 
less not conformed themselves."^ The financial risk could 
hardly have been John Shakespeare's sole reason for refusing 
to join in the bond, the absence of impediments and consequent 
exemption from liability to loss being indicated by the fact 
that Sandells and Richardson undertook that responsibility. 

Another possible explanation is that John Shakespeare 
hesitated to render himself liable to penalties by openly 
assisting him in a breach of covenants by marrying during 
a term of apprenticeship. And in view of the manner of the 
poet's departure from Stratford, as related to Dowdall by 
the parish clerk, the possibility that he might have to deal 
with an already aggrieved master was not remote. Accdrding 
to a modem reading of the Apprentices' Act (5 Eliz. c. 4), 
the covenant against matrimony included in the indentures 
of the period would have been of no effect against William 
Shakespeare; but the clause was generally inserted,^ and 
perhaps, even then, with the intention of obtaining the remedy 
'^ by action against the father or other surety." ^ 

If the absence of John Shakespeare's name from the bond 
was not due to some regulation which rendered his services 
unnecessary, it probably had some connection with his own 
difficulties, which appear to have been approaching a crisis 
at the date of his son's marriaga Their origin or extent can 
be only surmised, but it is almost certain that within a few 



> Strype, Lt/e of WhUgifty i. 196. A list preaented by the CommiBBloDers 
in 1592 ooDtains the name of John Shakespeare. See Appendix, No. XXY. 
See also OuOinei, ii. 397-8. 

* In an indenture, dated 4 James I., between the Churchwardens and Orer- 
seen of Stratford-apon-Avou and John Loxley alias Coxe of the same nlace, 
glover, the ooTenant reads, ** Matrimony with any maid or woman he shall not 
commit" Sitatfofd Oorporaiion Records. 

* The Law relating to Apprentices, Evans Austin, p. 58. As regards 
the authenticity of Dowdall's account of the approntioeahip, see Appendix, 
NaXXX. 
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years after he had been called upon to fill the highest muni- 
cipal office at Stratford-upon-Avon the prosperity which 
marked his early career had conmienced to wane. In 1578 
some indication of financial or other trouble appears in the 
mortgage of the small estate of Asbies,^ which was afterwards 
completely alienated, although great efforts were made to 
retain it in the family.' 

In 15869 after continued irregular attendance at the council 
meetings, he was deprived of his position as alderman,^ and 
the production of a writ of fuibeas corpus^ " which shows that 
he had been in custody or prison, probably for debt/'^ is 
supposed to have been followed by a temporary retirement 
from the town.^ 

How John Shakespeare's reverses influenced the part he 
played in the marriage preliminaries and why he fEuled to 
render his son a service for which he was, apparently, above 
all others, well qualified are questions which in the present 
state of our information cannot be satisfactorily answered. 
There appears, however, to be no valid reason for supposing 
that consent was refused, and it is open to speculate whether 
the father regarded the proposed marriage with sufficient 
favour to induce him to join his son in applying for the 
licence, — whether, finding opposition to be of no avail, he at 
last allowed the necessary assurance to be given, or whether 
mental trouble, caused by the weight of his misfortunes, at 
times rendered him so far indifferent to the interests of his 
fjEunily that he allowed the boy to follow his own inclination 
without interference even in such an important matter as 
marriage.^ 

* It Bhonld, however, be noted that at least some part of his real property— 
that sitiiated in Henley Street— remained in hiB poescsuon, and was inherited by 
the poet 

^ OtttZtfiM, i. 151. 

' Stratford Council Book A. John Shakespeare attended onl^ one meeting 
in 1582, when he yoted on the election of John Sadler as High Bailiff. 

* See F. J. Fnmiyall, Introduction to The Boycd 8hak»pere, i. ix. 

* Karl Elze, WiUiam Shaketpeare, p. 92 ; and Charles Knight, WUliam 
Skakejfoare^ a Bioffraphy, 1865, p. 108. 

* For other opinions on this subject, see F. J. Fumivall, The Boy<U Shaktpere^ 
i. TiL § 8 ; Nathan Drake, Shakapeare and His IVmst, i. 62. 
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As John Shakespeare's consent does not appear to have 
been withheld, it may seem strange that a surety was not 
procured among his numerous relatives and friends.^ The 
absence of any of the well-known names is taken to indicate 
that all these were averse to the marriage, a natural con- 
clusion if it were known that the poet was on good terms with 
thenu But if the traditional and not improbable view of his 
youth is to be relied upon, it is not unlikely that, amongst 
other causes, an inclination for the stage had given offence to 
some of his relations, and that an occasional public appear- 
ance ^ had supplied those who might otherwise have given the 
required aid with a reason for declining to take any responsi- 
bility on behalf of one who showed a preference for a calling 
then held in disrepute. 

The terms of the bond itself throw very little light upon 
this question. An analysis of the 166 bonds executed during 
the years 1582 and 1583 reveals the fact that a surety of the 
same name as the bridegroom is found in only 24; and as 
every namesake in this very limited number may not have 
been the father, the services of the paternal relative could 
have been available or acceptable for only a very small pro- 
portion of the licences granted. This result is curious, and 
the meaning of it is not clear, for, if the fathers were consent- 
ing and acceptable as sureties, there appears to be no reason 
why their number should be so small. It may be, however, 
that the bishop made it a rule that the bride's friends should 
join in the bond as an additional safeguard for her protection. 

Whatever may be the true explanation of the facts cited, it 
can no longer be maintained that the absence of John Shake- 
speare's name from the bond is at all remarkable, and the 
inferences usually drawn from this aspect of the marriage 
therefore lose their significance. 

> The names of Quinev, Sadler, Reynolds, Greene, and others are weU known 
as those of friends of the family. 

* George Brandos, William Shdkupea/re, A Critical Study, p. 11; F.S. Boas, 
Skaktpere and HU Predece$9or$, p. 107; H. G. Bohn, The Biography and 
Bibliography of Shakespeare, p. 76. 
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THE NECESSITY FOR A LICENCE 

Haste and secrecy are the reasons usually assigned for the 
necessity of the licence obtained for the marriage of William 
Shakespeare and Anne Hathaway.^ The first was probably 
the more urgent, and is the only one indicated by the bond, 
from which we learn that two of the publications of banns 
were dispensed with. Secrecy may also have been desired; 
but of this there is no evidence, since the place of marriage 
is not named in the bond or in the entry in the bishop's 
register. 

The defective condition of the earlier parish registers and 
the omission of the place of abode from many of the records of 
the grants make it impossible to trace all the marriages by 
licence; but I have ascertained, by means of a search in 
parishes named in the bishop's registers,^ that more than half 
of a certain number of marriages for which licences were 
granted in the years 1581 and 1582 were solemnized in the 
bride's parish.^ And, as it is known that, in some cases, the 
ceremony was performed in the bridegroom's parish or in a 
parish adjoining the residence of one of the parties, it is 
evident that some other motive than secrecy prompted the 
application for the greater part of the licences granted in 
Shakespeare's day. 

^ Karl Elze, WiUiam 8hake$peare, p. 78 ; Oharlee Knight, WiUiam ShaJupere, 
A Btograpky^ p. 272; Thomas De Quincey, Shdketpeare^ A Biography, p. 51. 

* bee notes on the Terminal Pariah : Appendix, Xa XVIL 

* In the reooida of liounoes granted beforo 1578 in which the plaoe of marriage 
is giyon, the bride's parish is generally nAmed,'--T)robably as often as in the < 
of marriage after banns. 8eo Appcnmz, No. X2l. 

58 
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Among the illicit motiveB for a secret marriage are those 
arising out of precontracti consanguinity, aflSnity, or want of 
consent,^ only the last of which is likely to have existed in 
Shakespeare's case. The absence of this or any such disability 
as may have been included in the *' any other meanes whatso- 
ever *' of the bond is, however, clearly indicated by the facts 
that the poet and his affairs must have been well known to the 
sureties and that their friendly service was rendered at a 
time when, in the diocese of Worcester at any rate, irregularities 
of the kind mentioned would almost certainly have resulted 
in the forfeiture of the penalty. In order to establish the 
contention that such an impediment as the absence of consent 
existed, and was concealed by the applicant for the licence, 
it is not enough merely to assert that the system under which 
licences were granted was, at times, greatly abused, and that 
there are circumstances in connection with Shakespeare's 
marriage which require explanation. No other evidence, 
however, has been adduced, and it is only by a perversion of 
the meaning of the terms of the bond that any appearance of 
objection on the part of the friends on either side can be read 
into it. In Anne Hathaway's case the clause referring to the 
consent of her friends places the matter beyond doubt, and all 
the available evidence points to the conclusion that the obstacles 
to marriage by licence without the consent of the poet's friends 
were so great as to make the attainment of illegal secrecy 
well-nigh impossible under the circumstances as we know them. 
If, for this or any other reason, Shakespeare had found a 
clandestine marriage necessary and if a lax discipline in the 
diocese had afforded the opportunity, the publicity of banns 
would have been more easily and economically evaded in a 
nmnner such as that described in a complaint to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 1598 : ** others never stayed asking the banns 
three several festival days, as is by law required ; but did ask 
them twice upon some holy-day, and the third time the next 
morning, when they were married." ^ In the absence of John 

* The soooDd and third of these appear to have heen the oamo of grave 
■candal in the church in Elizabethan times. 

* Strypc, Life of WhUgi/i, ii 400. 
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Shakespeare's determined opposition, the existence of which 
remains to be proved, there appear to have been only justifiable 
reasons for avoiding the full publication of banns. Such 
reasons, to some extent involving secrecy^^are not wanting, 
and amongst them is the possibility that Shakespeare may 
have had occasion to conceal his presence in Stratford or its 
vicinity from some enemy of whom he stood in fear. If the 
poaching episode could be established^ and assigned to the 
pre-marriage period, the supposed result would supply an 
adequate motive for selecting some place for the wedding at a 
safe distance from Charlecote, and the difficulty of arranging for 
the ceremony under such conditions would sufficiently account 
for the licence. Aubrey's account suggests the possibility that 
this occurred about the time of the marriage, and made it 
undesirable that the banns should be publicly proclaimed in 
the church at Stratford. 

At that period the powers of a master to compel the return 
of an apprentice who had illegally left his employment were 
far-reaching, and, with such a charge to answer, Shakespeare's 
position would have been one of considerable danger ^ unless, 
indeed, his nimble wit and impatience of restraint had given 
the master very good reasons for viewing his departure with 
satisfEu^tion.^ But this is altogether conjectural, since it is not 
known, with any certainty, whether the oflTence of running 
away had been condoned, leaving the youth free from his 
indentures when he applied for the licence.^ That it was 
obtained to avoid arrest on this account, unless the fact of his 
apprenticeship was concealed from the registry officials, is, 
however, improbable, if the London regulations were in force 
at Worcester in 1582. On February 17th, 1597-8, an allegation 
was partly prepared for the issue of a marriage licence to 

' See Mrs. C. C. Stopes on ^ Justice ShaUow," FortnighOy Review, Febniary 
1903. 

■ 5 Elia. c. 4, b. 47. These referonces to Shakespearc^s " master" should be 
read with my ooimnents on DowdaU^s letter. See Appendix, No. XXX. 

' The satisfaction on parting mav have been mntoal, for apprenticeship 
seems to have been a hard service in those days. 

* The parish clerk's use of the word ** master " is not consistent with the 
supposition that Shakespeare was apprenticed to his father. 
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*^ William G^ardner aged about 25 yeres, being a Bachelor, of 
the parishe of Islington . . . Teoman, haying nether &ther 
nor mother living and serveth S' John Spencer at Islington 
and hath his land in his owne hands &c/' ^ The allegation is 
unfinished and without signature or jurat, and in the margin is 
written ** He confesseth he hath not his master's consent and • 
therefor is refused." From the result of this application it 
would appear that a master's consent was considered to be 
necessary, and that a licence was sometimes refused for reasons 
which would not have been accepted in objection to a marriage 
after banna Although such a ruling is not in agreement with 
the modem interpretation of the Apprentices' Act,^ Shake- 
speare's application might have been refused on similar 
grounds. 

The sensitiveness which causes some to shrink from the 
publicity of a proclamation of the banns and of a marriage 
ceremony before neighbours and friends has been regarded as 
an adequate reason for the licence. But since the Shakespeares 
and the Hathaways, as the absence of their names suggests, 
were but little interested in the arrangements or else were 
powerless to render the necessary assistance as sureties, the 
difficulties connected with the bond were too great to be lightly 
encountered by one in the poet's position, had he no more 
substantial reason than a desire for a wedding without the 
full publication of banns or in the seclusion of a remote 
pari^.^ 

Cases of injustice arising from the want of consent were 
referred to the Consistory Court, and the mental incapacity of 
a &ther or unjust refusal by guardians constituted sufficient 
grounds for interference, the decision of the Judge being 
followed by the issue of a licence ; but there is no evidence 

^ AU^ation Book No. 1, London Diocesan Begistry. 

* ** A ooTenant againit matrimony in an indenture of apprenticeship is of no 
effect, a covenant in restraint of marriage being illegal.*' Evans Austin, The 
Law rdaUng to Awnniio69^ p. 58. 

' The absence 61 the record of the marriage from the Stratford parish register 
does not prove that secrecy was desired, for Uie ceremony might have been per- 
formed at Lnddington or bishopton, both chapels in the parish of Stratford-npon- 
Avon. 
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that the grant in Shakespeare's case was made under such 
circumstances. 

Halliwell-Fhillipps considered it not unlikely that John 
Shakespeare still clung to the old faith, that the marriage had 
been solemnized according to the rites of the Roman Catholic 
Churchy and that in November 1582 '' the relatives were now 
anxious for the marriage to be openly acknowledged."^ A 
somewhat similar reason is advanced by the Rev. BL Sebastian 
BowdeUy who thinks that the licence may have been obtained 
'^both to screen his secret espousals and to obtain a legal 
certificate of his union." ^ 

Although a clandestine ceremony may, in Shakespeare's 
case, have been celebrated by a Roman Catholic priest, this 
alone would not explain why a licence was necessary in 
November 1582. No licence to marry, whether special or 
common, would legalize a marriage which had already been 
performed, neither would it protect the parties to a marriage 
without banns from the consequences of their illegal action.^ 
Such a licence as that granted to Francis Throgmorton, to 
marry in some oratory or chapel not specified, may possibly 
have been used to screen a secret marriage, but it is very 
unlikely that Shakespeare's licence was of that kind or that he 
had sufficient influence to obtain one.^ 

It has been suggested that Shakespeare's marriage licence 
may have been used for the purpose of depriving the youthful 
lover of the opportunity of evading his responsibilities. This 
theory appears to rest upon such considerations as disparity in 
age, tiie supposed estrangement, and certain passages in his 
writings, none of which justifies the inference, for, whatever 
he might have thought of his matrimonial venture in after- 
years, they give no clue to his opinions or intentions in 
November 1582. Without this information and some knowledge 

> OuUinet, i. 63. 

* The Bdigion of Shakupeare, p. 92. See eAaoMin, CCStopw, Shaketpeare'g 
Family, p. 64. 

' in former times rach offenoee were sometimes remitted by a special absolu- 
tion to all the parties. 

* See p. 10. 
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of his circumstances at that date it is, of course, impossible 
to say whether or not Anne's friends had any cause for anxiety 
on her account ; but it is quite certain that the possession 
of a licence would have been of no value to them, except, 
perhaps, to deprive the supposed laggard of an excuse for 
delay on such a pretext as the difficulty of arranging for 
an immediate performance of the ceremony. Moreover, the 
licence could not have been obtained on the application of the 
bride or her friends without proof of Shakespeare's approval 
and his father's consent, which would probably have been 
withheld if coercion had been the object.^ The existence of 
such an embarrassing position as that which has been invented 
for Shakespeare in assuming that he was reluctant to proceed 
with the marriage is inconsistent with the fact that Anne 
Hathaway became his wife in spite of some obstacle which, by 
joining in the application for the licence, he and his father 
assisted to remove. 

The result of the poet's intimacy with Anne Hathaway 
has been commonly accepted as a sufficient reason for a hasty 
and a private marriage, and therefore for the licence.^ When 
the marriage was found to be necessary within a certain 
time, the Shakespeare and Hathaway families were no doubt 
anxious to avoid the possibility of a grievous wrong to mother 
and child; but without some other good reason, such as 
the prospect of indefinite delay, the necessity for haste so 
long before Susanna's birth does not appear to have been 
urgent.* 

A secret marriage six months before that event would not 
have averted whatever neighbourly comment was, at that 
period, considered appropriate upon such occasions;^ nor 
would the saving of the short time required for the publication 

^ If there had heen good groondi for snoh a prooeedine, a suit in the Con- 
sistory Court for a completion of the marriage oontraot would have been more to 
the purpose. iSee Appendix, No. IV. 

* See 0. J. Ribton Turner, Shakeipeare'e Land, p. 185. 

' As the date of Susanna's baptism. May 26th, 1583, may be taken as an 
approximation to the date of her birth, no great need for haste oan fairly be 
assumed. 

* Probably nothing more hurtful than a homely jest. 
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of banns have been of any service as a means of preventing 
scandal, if Anne's good name had been at stake. 

Tlie Worcester marriage documents of Shakespeare's day 
now extant give no information as to the grounds of applica- 
tion for licences;^ but the London allegations show that 
permission to marry without the full publication of banns 
and in a parish other than that in which either of the parties 
usually resided was sometimes granted for very trivial reasons. 
On December 27th, 1598, a licence was granted by the Bishop 
of London to " Bobert Bruffe, Virginall maker, a Widdower of 
the parishe of St. Martin's Ludgate aged abowte three scoare 
years " and ** one Margarett Potter his mayden servant of the 
parishe aforesaid aged about thirty yeares . . . they desier 
licence to be marryed at Brainforde aforesayd where all her 
freindes that she hath alive do dwelL As also for that the 
owlde man^ is now there and hath already made provision 
there for the solemnization of the sayd marryage." 

On January 26th, 1598-9, a licence was issued to William 
Pratt and Jhone Hardinge, both of St Albans, to be married 
at '^ S^ Bennett Powles Wharfe London, for that their frends 
are come up to London for the same purpose." ^ 

On July 18th, 1604, Henry Beadell of St. Martin's in the 
Vintry applied for a licence for John Cordwell of Chinckford 
Widower and Edith Bridgman of the same parish Widow, 
and certified as to the '^consente of the fores'^ Edith as also 
the consent of the said John Cordwell. . . . Wherefore he 
desireth for them to be married in the parishe churche of 
S^ Martin's in the Vintry for that he this deponent is her 
naturall brother is to give them their dynner." * 

Although it has been considered that marriage licences 
were granted mainly to persons of superior station, it is proved 
by these and other examples in the London registers that at 
the end of the sixteenth century the use of the licence was 

^ General reaaons for lioenoes to marry are giyen in the Appendix, 
No. XXVI. 

* The "owlde man " was the bridegroom. 

' Allegation Book No. 1, London Diooeean Begistry. 

* Allegation Book No. 2, London Diocesan Begiatry. 
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common in the class to which Shakespeare and his bride 
belonged. The Worcester bonds also demonstrate that, from 
1580 to 1600, yeomen, farmers, traders, and craftsmen largely 
availed themselves of the privilege, while few of the appli- 
cants claimed a higher social position.^ The difficulty of 
providing sureties and of obtaining a letter of recommenda- 
tion, rather than the cost of the licence, may therefore be 
regarded as a measure of the urgency of the conditions which, 
in Shakespeare's case, made the full publication of banns 
undesirable. 

Apart from the reasons hitherto mentioned, it appears to 
be probable that, although secrecy may have occasionally 
entered into the motive,^ the necessity for most of the licences 
of Shakespeare's day was due to haste; and this theory is 
supported by a comparison of the dates of the Worcester grants 
with the dates of marriage, which proves that, generally, there 
was very little delay after the licence was obtained. In a few 
of the cases which I have traced to the parish registers the 
marriage pre-dates the licence, some of which unexpected dis- 
crepancies may possibly be due to error in the date of the 
grant or the record of the marriage. Many of the marriage 
entries bear the same date as the licence, and there are 
numerous instances in which but one or two days were allowed 
to elapse, a small minority only making a more leisurely use 
of the privilege at longer intervals. In addition to the causes 
previously described, such as urgency and seclusion, the number 
of licences in Shakespeare's time was, no doubt, considerably 
augmented by that rule of the church which prohibited 
marriage, after banris, at certain periods of the year, when, 
however, the ceremony could be performed under the authority 
of a licence. 

The Worcester records afford no information from which it 

^ Ont of a total of one hundred and sixty-Biz only fourteen are described as 
*' gentlemen.** Bee Appendix, No. XXVII. 

* It may be reasonably assumed that somo licences were required for the 
innocent purpose of securing such semi-priyaoy as could be obtained by ayoiding 
the full publication 'of banns, which, unless holy days intervened, made the 
marriage Known at least a fortnight bi'foro the ceremony. 

F 
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is possible to estimate to what extent the applications for 
licences were thus increased, but the number granted imme- 
diately before and during the prohibited seasons was above the 
average. The rule was, no doubt, strictly applied in the 
diocese of Worcester in Whitgift's time, for in 1584, when 
Archbishop of Canterbury, he complained to the Queen that 
the House of Commons ''have also passed a bill giving 
liberty to marry at all times of the year without restraint, 
contrary to the old Canons continually observed among us, 
and containing matter which tendeth to the slaunder of this 
church as having hitherto maintained an error." ^ I have not 
seen any statement of these seasons at the date of Shake- 
speare's licence. Late in the fifteenth century, Lyndwood^ 
defined them as from the first Sunday in Advent up to the 
Octave of Epiphany exclusive ; from Septuagesima up to the 
first Sunday after Easter inclusive ; and from the first day 
of Rogation up to the seventh day of Pentecost inclusive. 
On the same authority contracts of marriage might be made 
during the prohibited timea In the table of fees set forth 
by Archbishop Whitgift in 1597 occurs the item "Licentia 
solemnizandi matrimonium tempore prohibito bannis editis," 
and these fees are confirmed by Canon 130 of 1603, though 
the prohibited times are not mentioned. They are referred to 
by Dr. Cosin in some "observations, contained on several 
leaves, . . . bound up at the end of the interleaved Book of 
Common Prayer of 1619," and probably written during the 
reign of King Charles I.® : " And here be it noted that by the 
ecclesiastical laws of this realm there be some times of the year 
wherein marriages are not usually solemnized as : 

Advent \ 

From Septuagesima | Sunday until 
Rogation j 



8 days after the Epiphany 
8 days after Easter 
Trinity Sunday." 



* Strype, Life of WhUgifi, i. 391. 

* ContiUutiones Provindale*^ 1679, p. 274. (Printed for the first time 
1470-80.) 

' The Work$ of John CoHn, Lord Bishop of Durham, 1855, Library of 
Anglo-Catholic Theology, ▼. 502, 523. 
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In commenting upon the unseasonable times mentioned 
in the 62nd Canon of 1603, Gibson says : " That is of the 
day, not of the year, I find no prohibitions expressed or 
plainly supposed in our Constitutions or Canons." ^ There 
appears to be some doubt whether banns published at these 
seasons are legal ; ^ but I have met with no instance of the 
application of such a rule. 

In the register of cases in which persons were cited to 
appear before the Worcester Consistory Court, to answer for 
offences against the ecclesiastical laws, occurs a minute of the 
proceedings against Thomas Quiney and his wife for marrying 
without a licence. The entry contains no other particulars of 
the offence, and the date of the hearing is not given, but the 
citation to appear was served between the day of their 
marriage and the next date in the register. May 11th, 1616.° 
There can be little doubt that the offenders were the poet's 
youngest daughter Judith and her husband, who were married 
at Stratford-upon-Avon on February 10th, 1615-6. As they 
were both of age,^ and not related within the forbidden 
degrees, the offence was in all probability an infraction of the 
rule as to the prohibited seasons, for the marriage took place 
between Septuagesima Simday and the Octave of Easter. 
Many cases of a similar kind appear in the same register. 

In an allegation for a marriage licence issued by the 
Bishop of London on December 7th, 1597, to John Wilkin- 
son alias Marten and Margaret Shadbote, both of Broxboume, 
it is stated that they ^'have byn bothe for three several 
Sundays asked in Broxbom church and because it is now a 
time forbidden to marrie in without licence the sayd John 
Wilkinson alias Martin the elder ^ humbly desyreth to have 
licence for the solemnization of the marriage." ^ As the banns 

' Codex AnglieanuB, 1713, L 518. 

* Tks Congregation in Church, p. 81. 

' Vitiiation BookflGlS-l. Kington Deanery. Woroester Diooeaan Begistry. 
Tho date next before this entry is February 9th. 
« Qoiney was 27 and Jadiu Hhakespeare 31. 

* The father of the bridegroom applied for the licenoe, and testified that 
there was no impediment. 

* AUegaUon iook No. 1, London Diocesan Begistry. 
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had been published in Broxbonme chnrch and the parties 
were parishioners and licensed to marry there, nothing more 
than a desire for haste can be assigned.^ It is highly probable 
that the prohibited season was in the case of William Shake- 
speare's marriage the obstacle which the licence was intended 
to remove ; but the dates of the grants suggest an important 
difference between the two cases. The London application 
during Advent, which in 1597 commenced on November 27th, 
merely indicates delay in a marriage for which the banns had 
been duly asked; but between the date of Shakespeare's 
licence and the prohibited season there were still five days ^ 
on any one of which the ceremony could have been per- 
formed without a licence, had the banns been published.^ It 
is therefore improbable that the proclamation had been made. 
Delay after publication cannot be advanced as a reason for 
obtaining a licence on November 27th, for, even if William 
Shakespeare had previously been unwilling to proceed with 
the marriage, or his father had been opposed to it, these 
objections must necessarily have been obviated before the 
licence was granted. And if an early marriage after banns 
had been decided upon in November, it is but reasonable to 
infer that the period during which a licence was required 
would, under ordinary circumstances, have been provided 
against by a timely publication,^ so as to allow of the perform- 
ance of the ceremony before Advent ; for, however urgent the 
marriage may have become, it could not have been celebrated 
without licence imtil the Octave of Epiphany, January 13th.^ 
The issue of Shakespeare's licence on November 27th therefore 

' For further notes on the prohibited aeaaons, see Appendix, No. XXYIII. 

^ Advent Sunday does not appear to have been included in the prohibition. 

' Since thia chapter was written, a work by the late Mr. G. I. Elton has 
appeared which, calling attention to the prohibited seasons in reference to the 
Sbakespeare-Hathaway and the Quiney-Shakespeare marriages, erroneously 
states that in 1582 November 28th was a Thunday and December 1st was 
Advent Sunday, also that in 1615-6 January 7th was Soptuagesima Sunday. 
WiOiam Skak^peare, Hi$ Family and FriendB, 1904, pp. M and 255. 

* The marriage could then be solemnized at any date within three months. 

* The next jprohibited season commenced on Septuagesima Sunday, and 
ended on the Octave of Easter, thus leaving only fourteen days between 
December 2ud and April 7th upon which marriages after banns could have been 
celebrated. 
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suggegts some emergency that made a delay of even two 
months undesirable and had arisen when it was too late for 
the banns to be published on the last three available days 
before Adyent, viz. on Sundays November 18th and 25th9 and 
Saint Andrew's day, November 30th.^ 

So little is known of the circumstances under which the 
arrangements for the wedding were made that it is^ of course, 
possible that the licence was obtained for a reason quite as 
trivial as any of those"^ already cited. The application a 
few days before the' prohibited season of Advent may, affcer 
all, be only a coincidence, for it is not quite certain that the 
ceremony took place immediately afterwards. But, if it be 
admitted that Shakespeare intended to proceed with the 
marriage, and that Aubrey's accoimt of the departure for 
London is correct, or that the poaching or other troubles came 
to a crisis in 1582 with the prospect of an absence of uncertain 
duration, then more serious reasons for both haste and secrecy 
become apparent. None of these propositions is capable of 
proof, but it is very probable that conditions which became 
urgent late in the month of November 1582 made it impera- 
tive that Shakespeare should leave Stratford at an early date. 
If so, the marriage having been agreed upon, and permitting of 
no such protracted delay as would be imposed by the pro- 
hibited season, a licence to marry during Advent, and perhaps 
at a distant church, was found to be the only way out of the 
difficulty. In any case, the view that something discreditable 
to Shakespeare or his wife is implied by the application for the 
licence is not sustained by the documentary evidence or by a 
consideration of the known facts relating to their marriage. 

^ This would have allowed the marriago to take place on Saturday, 
December Ist, or Sunday, December 2nd. 



vir 

THE DEPARTURE FROM STRATFORD 

A KNOWLEDGE of the circumstances which induced Shakespeare 
or his friends to apply for the marriage licence would throw a 
much-needed light upon an interesting period of his life, and 
probably help in deciding between the conflicting opinions 
as to the date of his departure from Stratford. The marriage 
licence documents do not, howeyer, appear to have been hitherto 
used for this purpose. The only other reliable domestic 
memorials of this period, the records of the baptisms of his 
children, have been employed in support of the theory of a 
continuous residence in Stratford until the last of those events;^ 
but they cannot, without further proof, be regarded as establish- 
ing it. Although the required information is not given in the 
licence records at Worcester, the general reasons for granting 
marriage licences, considered in the light of other evidence, 
give support to my proposition that the licence was obtained to 
allow the marriage to take place under conditions such as may 
have been created by the commencement, in or about November 
1582, of Shakespeare's periods of absence from Stratford, or 
the necessity for a departure hastily decided upon at that time. 
But, whether or not the true reason for the licence is to be 
found in one of these alternatives, both are in agreement with 
the few known fiEicts as well as with the older traditions, except 
those preserved by Bowe, and they are open to no other 
objection than that the conclusions to which they lead are 
at variance with some of the theories based upon his account. 

^ Edmond Malone, Phtys and Poemi of Shalteitpeare^ 1821, p. 121. OuOineB, 
i.69. 
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Beyond snch authentic notices as are to be found in the 
Stratford-upon-Avon parish register and the Worcester diocesan 
records, the principal sources of information as to the history 
of the first twenty-eight years of Shakespeare's life are con- 
fined to traditions, mainly collected during the latter half of 
the seventeenth century. 

The earliest of these, so far as they relate to his first 
occupations, marriage, departure from Stratford, and other 
personal matters, are given by the following writers : — 

John Aubrey (1626-1697), an antiquary who, probably 
about 1662, included Stratford-upon-Avon in one of his 
journeys in search of literary material, and whose observations 
are recorded in a manuscript which is now in the Ashmolean 
Museum.^ The following is taken from ' Brief Lives* Chiefly 
of ContemporoHes, set down by John Avhrey between the years 
1669 and 1696, Edited from the Author's MSS. by Dr. 
Andrew Clark, pp. 225-7 : 

"Mr. William Shakespear was borne at Stratford upon 
Avon in the county of Warwick. His father was a butcher, 
and I have been told heretofore by some of the neighbours, 
that when he was a boy he exercised his father's trade, but 
when he kill'd a calfe he would doe it in a high style, and 
make a speech. There was at that time another butcher's son 
in this towne that was held not at all inferior to him for a 
naturall witt, his acquaintance and coetane^n, but dyed young.^ 
This William being inclined naturally to 'jpoetry and acting, 
came to London, I guesse, about 18 ; and Was an actor at one 
of the play-houses, and did act exceedingly well (Now B. John- 
son was never a good actor but an excellent instructor). He 
began early to make essayes at dramatique poetry, which at 
that time was very lowe ; and his playes tooke well. He was 
a handsome, well shap't man : very good company, and of a 
very readie and pleasant smooth witt. The humour of . . . 
the constable, in Midsomer-nigMs Dreame, he happened to take 

1 In an edition of Aubrey's notes, dated 1813, i. iv., it is stated that " they 
were originally desipied as memoranda for the use of Anthony k Wood, when 
composing his Athenm Oxonientis.*' 

> 8ee J. O. Halliwell, Wa$ Nidtolas Ap BoberU thai BuUher'B Son f 1864. 
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at Grendon in Bucks — I think it was Midsomer night that he 
happened to lye there — which is the roade from London to 
Stratford, and there was living that constable about 1642, when 
I first came to Oxon : Mr. Josias Howe is of the parish and 
knew him. Ben Johnson and he did gather humours of men 
dayly wherever they came. One time as he was at the tavern 
at Stratford-super- A von, one Combes, an old rich usurer, was 
to be buryed, he makes there this extemporary epitaph, — 
Ten in the himdred the devill allowes, = But Combes will 
have twelve he sweares and vowes ; = If any one askes who lies 
in this tombe ; = * Hoh ! * quoth the Devill, * Tis my John o' 
Combe ! ' — He was wont to goe to his native countrey once a 
yeare. I thinke I have been told that he left 2 or 300 li. per 
annum there and thereabout to a sister. Yide his epitaph in 
Dugdale's Warwickshire. I have heard Sir William Davenant 
and Mr. Thomas Shadwell (who is counted the best comoedian 
we have now) say that he had a most prodigious witt, and did 
admire his naturall parts beyond all other dramaticall writers. 
He was wont to say (B. Johnson's Underwoods) that he 
* never blotted out a line in his life * ; sayd Ben Johnson, * I 
wish he had blotted out a thousand.' His comoedies will 
remaine witt as long as the English tongue is understood, for 
that he handles mores hominum. Now our present writers 
reflect so much upon particular persons and coxcombeities, 
that 20 yeares hence they will not be understood. Though 
as Ben Johnson sayes of him, that he had but little Latine and 
lesse Greek, he understood Latine pretty well, for he had been 
in his younger yeares a schoolmaster in the countrey. — From 
Mr. . . Beeston."^ 

Thomas Fuller (1608-1661) — Tlie History of the 
Worthies of England. This was first published in 1662. The 
date of writing is not known : 

"William Shakespeare was bom at Stratford-on-Avon in 
this county, in whom three eminent poets may seem in some 
sort to be compounded, — 1. Martial in the warlike sound of 
his sur-name, (whence some may conjecture him of a military 

> Aubrey's observations on Beeston are giycn in tbe Appendix, No. XXIX. 
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extraction), ffasti-mbrans or Shake-speare. — 2. Ovid, the most 
naturall and witty of all poets, and hence it was that Queen 
Elizabeth, coming into a grammar-school made this extemporary 
verse,—* Persius a crab-staflfe, bawdy Martial, Ovid a fine wag.* 
— 3. Plautus, who was an exact comsedian yet never any 
scholar, as our Shake-speare (if alive), would confess himself. 
Adde to all these, that though his genius generally was jocular 
and inclining him to festivity, yet he could (when so disposed), 
be solemn and serious, as appears by his tragedies; so that 
Heraclitus himself (I mean if secret and unseen), might afford 
to smile at his comedies, they were so merry, and Democritus 
scarce forbear to sigh at his tragedies, they were so moumfull. 
He was an eminent instance of the truth of that rule, poeta rum 
fit sed nascitur, — one is not made but born a poet. Indeed, his 
learning was very little ; so that, as Cornish diamonds are not 
polished by any lapidary, but are pointed and smoothed even 
as they are taken out of the earth, so nature itself was all the 
art which was used upon him. Many were the wit combates 
betwixt him and Ben Johnson, which two I behold like a 
Spanish great gallion and an English man-of-war. Master 
Johnson (like the former), was built far higher in learning ; 
solid, but slow in his performances. Shake-spear, with the 
English man-of-war, lesser in bulk, but lighter in sailing, 
could turn with all tides, tack about and take advantage of all 
winds, by the quickness of his wit and invention. He died 
anno Domini 16 . . , and was buried at Stratford-upon-Avon, 
the town of his nativity." 

The Revd. John Ward, M.A. (1629-1681), Vicar of 
Stratford-upon-Avon from 1662 to 1681, whose notes were 
made in a commonplace book, now in the library of the 
Medical Society of London : 

" Shakespear had but 2 daughters, one whereof Mr. Hall, y* 
physitian married, and by her had one daughter, to wit, y* Lady 
Bernard of Abbingdon. I have heard y^ Mr. Shakespear was 
a natural wit, without any art at all ; hee frequented y* plays 
all his younger time, but in his elder days lived at Stratford 
and supplied y* stage with 2 plays every year, and for y* had 



74 THE DEPARTURE FROM STRATFORD 

an allowance so large, y^ hee spent att y^ rate of a 10002. a 
year as I have heard. Shakespear, Drayton and Ben Johnson 
had a merrie meeting, and itt seems drank too hard, for Shake- 
spear died of a feavour there contracted. Remember to peruse 
Shakespear's plays and bee versed in them, that I may not bee 
ignorant in that matter. This booke was begunne Feb. 14, 
1661, and finished April y* 25, 1663, at Mr. Brooks, his house 
in Stratford-uppon-Ayon in Warwickshire." ^ 

The Rbvd. William Pulman (1632-1688), Rector of 
Meysey Hampton, Gloucestershire, from 1669 to 1688. His 
manuscript is now preserved at Corpus Christi College Oxford. 
Malone says that after being ejected from this College " by 
the Parliamentarian visitors he became tutor to the children 
of Mr Peto of Chesterton Warwickshire where for seven years 
he found a comfortable retreat His researches appear to have 
begun about the year 1670 " (Lifcy 1821. Note on page 120) : 

" William Shakespeare was bom at Stratford-upon-Avon in 
Warwickshire about 1563-4. From an actor of playes he 
became a composer." 

The Revd. Riohabd Da vies ( . . . -1708), Rector of 
Sapperton, Gloucestershire, from March 1695-6 to July 1708,* 
is supposed, on good authority, to have made, before 1708, the 
following additions to Fulman's manuscript : 

** Much given to all unluckinesse in stealing venison and 

Rabbits, particularly from Sir Lucy who had him oft 

whipt and sometimes imprisoned and at last made him fly his 
native country to his great advancem^ but his reveng was so 
great that he is his Justice Clodpate and calls him a great 
man, and y^ in allusion to his name bore three lowses rampant 
for his arms. ... He dyed a papist." 

Halliwell-Phillipps says: "There is no evidence in the 
manuscript itself that the interesting additions were made by 
Davies, but the fact is established by the identity of the hand- 

' The aboTe extract has been compared by the Begiatrar, Mr. W. B. Hall. 
See abo Diary of the Rev, John Ward, AM,, Vicar of Straifordruwrn-Avon, 
Extending from 1648 to 1679. Arranged by CbarloB Severn, M.D., 1839. 

* I am indebted to the Revd. H.Taylor Cropper, Vicar of Sapperton, for these 
dates, and to the Librarian of Gorpas Christi College for verifying the extracts. 
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writing with that in one of his autographical letters preserved 
in the same collection." ^ 

John Dowdall, on visiting Shakespeare's tomb, in 1693, 
received from the parish clerk, William Castle,^ the following 
information, which he included in a letter written at Butlers 
Marston, Warwickshire, dated April 10th, 1693, signed "John 
at Stiles," and addressed to a Mr. Edward Southwell : 

" The first remarkable place in this county that I visitted, 
was Stratford-super-Avon, where I saw the e£Sgies of our 
English tragedian, Mr. Shakspeare : . . . The clarke that 
shewd me this church is above 80 y" old he says that this 
Shakespear was formerly in this Towne bound apprentice to a 
butcher ; but that he Bun from his master to London & there 
was Bec'^ into the play house as a serviture, & by this meanes 
had an opportunity to be w^ he afterwards prov'd. He was the 
best of his family but the male Line is extinguish'd. Not one 
for feare of the Curse aboves** Dare Touch his Grave Stone tho 
his wife and Daughters Did earnestly Desire to be Layd in the 
same Grave w^** him." ^ 

Nicholas Bowe (1674-1718). To an edition of the plays 
published in 1709 this writer prefixed SoTne Account of the 
Life of Mr. William Shakespear^ from which the following 
extracts are taken : 

'' He was the Son of Mr. John Shakespear, and was bom at 
Stratford upon Avon, in Warwickshire, in April 1564. His 
family, as appears by the register and public writings relating 
to that town, were of good figure and fashion there, and are 
mentioned as gentlemen. His father, who was a considerable 
dealer in wool, had so large a family, ten children in aU, that 
tho' he was his eldest son, he could give him no better educa- 
tion than his own employment. He had bred him, 'tis true, 

> OitfltfiM,!!. 71. 

* WiUiam Castlo was born at Stratford in 1614. ** 1614* July 17 Onlielmus 
filim Gnlielmi CasteU." BegUter of BaptiuM, 

' TradUidmary Anecdotes of Shdketpeare ooUeded in WafwioJaihire in the 
year MDCXClll London, Thomas Kodd, 1838. See also 2%e Works of 
WiUiam Shakespeare, by J. O. Halliwell, 1853, i. 77-8, from which the above 
is copic^d. I have not sncoeeded in finding the original MS. for Terifioation. 
For further observations on this subject, see Appendix, No. XXX. 
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for some time at a free-school, where 'tis probable he acquired 
that little Latin he was master of: But the narrowness of his 
circumstances, and the want of his assistance at home, forc'd 
his father to withdraw him from thence, and unhappily pre- 
vented his further proficiency in that language. . . . Upon 
his leaving school, he seems to have given intirely into that 
way of living which his father proposed to him ; and in order 
to settle in the world after a family manner, he thought fit 
to marry while he was yet very young. His wife was the 
daughter of one Hathaway, said to have been a substantial 
yeoman in the neighbourhood of Stratford. In this kind of 
settlement he continu'd for some time, 'till an extravagance 
that he was guilty of, forc'd him both out of his country and 
that way of living which he had taken up ; and tho' it seem'd 
at first to be a blemish upon his good manners, and a mis- 
fortune to him, yet it afterwards happily prov'd the occasion 
of exerting one of the greatest genius's that ever was known 
in dramatick poetry. He had, by a misfortune common 
enough to young fellows, fallen into ill company ; and amongst 
them, some that made a frequent practice of deer-stealing, 
engag'd him with them more than once in robbing a park that 
belong'd to Sir Thomas Lucy of Cherlecot, near Stratford. 
For this he was prosecuted by that gentleman, as he thought, 
somewhat too severely ; and in order to revenge that ill usage, 
he made a ballad upon him. And tho' this, probably the first 
essay of his poetry, be lost, yet it is said to have been so very 
bitter, that it redoubled the prosecution against him to that 
degree, that he was oblig'd to leave his business and family in 
Warwickshire, for some time, and shelter himself in London. 
It is at this time, and upon this accident, that he is said to 
have made his first acquaintance in the play-house. He was 
receiv'd into the company then in being, at first in a very 
mean rank ; but his admirable wit, and the natural turn of it 
to the stage, soon distinguish'd him, if not as an extraordinary 
actor, yet as an excellent writer. His name is printed, as the 
custom was in those times, amongst those of the other players, 
before some old plays, but without any particular account of 
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what sort of parts he used to play; and though I have 
enquired, I could never meet with any farther account of him 
this way, than that the top of his performance was the Ghost 
in his own Hamlet. I should have been much more pleas'd, 
to have leam'd from some certidn authority, which was the 
first play he wrote. . . . Mr. Dryden seems to think that 
Pericles is one of his first plays ; but there is no judgment to 
be form'd on that, since there is good reason to believe that 
the greatest part of that play was not written by him ; . . . 
Besides the advantages of his wit, he was in himself a good- 
natur'd man, of great sweetness in his manners, and a most 
agreeable companion ; so that it is no wonder if with so many 
good qualities he made himself acquainted with the best con- 
versations of those times. Queen Elizabeth had several of his 
plays acted before her, and without doubt gave him many 
gracious marks of her favour. . . . She was so well pleas'd 
with that admirable character of Falstaff in the two parts of 
Henry the Fourth, that she commanded him to continue it for 
one play more, and to show him in love. This is said to be 
the occasion of his writing the Merry Wives of Windsor. . . . 
What grace soever the Queen confer'd upon him, it was not to 
her only he ow'd the fortune which the reputation of his wit 
made. He had the honour to meet with many great and 
imcommon marks of favour and friendship from the Earl of 
Southampton, famous in the histories of that time for his 
friendship to the imfortunate Earl of Essex. It was to that 
noble lord that he dedicated his Venus and Adonis, the only 
piece of his poetry which he ever publish'd himself, tho' many 
of his plays were surrepticiously and lamely printed in his 
lifetime. There is one instance so singular in the magnificence 
of this patron of Shakespear's, that, i£ I had not been assur'd 
that the story was handed down by Sir William D'Avenant, 
who was probably very well acquainted with his affairs, I should 
not have ventur'd to have inserted ; that my Lord Southampton 
at one time gave him a thousand pounds to enable him to 
go through with a purchase which he heard he had a mind 
to. A bounty very great, and very rare at any time, and almost 
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equal to that profuse generosity the present age has shewn to 
French dancers and Italian eunnchs. . . . His acquaintance 
with Ben Johnson began with a remarkable piece of humanity 
and good nature ; — Mr. Johnson, who was at that time altogether 
unknown to the world, had offer'd one of his plays to the players 
in order to have it acted ; and the persons into whose hands it 
was puty after having tum'd it carelessly and superciliously 
over, were just upon returning it to him with an ill-natur'd 
answer that it would be of no service to their company, when 
Shakespear luckily cast his eye upon it, and found something 
so well in it as to engage 1dm first to read it through, and 
afterwards to recommend Mr. Johnson and his writings to the 
publick. After this they were profess'd friends ; tho' I don't 
know whether the other ever made him an equal return of 
gentleness and sincerity. Ben was naturally proud and insolent, 
and, in the days of his reputation, did so far take upon him the 
supremacy in wit, that he could not but look with an evil eye 
upon any one that seem'd to stand in competition with him . . . 
Falstaff is allow'd by every body to be a master-piece. . . . 
Amongst other extravagances, in the Merry Wives of Windsor^ 
he has made him a dear-stealer, that he might at the same 
time remember his Warwickshire prosecutor under the name 
of Justice Shallow ; he has given him very near the same coat 
of arms which Dugdale, in his Antiquities of that county, 
describes for a family there, and makes the Welsh parson 
descant very pleasantly upon 'em. ... I cannot leave Harnlct 
without taking notice of the advantage with which we have 
seen this master-piece of Shakespear distinguish itself upon the 
stage by Mr. Betterton's fine performance of that part. ... I 
must own a particular obligation to him for the most consider- 
able part of the passages relating to his life which I have here 
transmitted to the publick ; his veneration for the memory of 
Shakespear having engag'd him to make a journey into 
Warwickshire on purpose to gather up what remains he could 
of a name for which he had so great a value. — The latter part 
of his life was spent, as all men of good sense will wish theirs 
may be, in ease, retirement, and the conversation of his friends. 
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He had the good fortune to gather an estate eqoal to his 
occasion, and, in that, to his wish ; and is said to have spent 
some years before his death at his native Stratford. His 
pleasurable wit and good nature engag'd him in the acquaint- 
ance, and entitled him to the friendship of the gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood. ... He had three daughters, of which two 
liy'd to be marry'd; Judith, the elder, to one Mr. Thomas 
Q^uney, by whom she had three sons, who all dy'd without 
children ; and Susannah, who was his fie^yourite, to Dr. John 
Hall, a physician of good reputation in that country. She left 
one child only, a daughter, who was marry'd first to Thomas 
Nash, esq. ; and afterwards to Sir John Bernard of Abbington, 
but dy'd likewise without issue. This is what I could learn of 
any note either relating to himself or family. The character 
of the man is best seen in his writings." ^ 

The following tradition as to Shakespeare's early days in 
London is related in Oibber^s Lives of the Poets of Oreat Britain 
avd Ireland, i. 130-1. (By Bobert Shiels and others. First 
published in 1753) : " Here I cannot forbear relating a story 
which Sir William Dai^nant told Mr. Betterton, who com- 
municated it to Mr. Bowe ; Bowe told it Mr. Pope, and Mr. 
Pope told it to Dr. Newton, the late editor of Milton, and from 
a gentleman who heard it from him, 'tis here related. Con- 
cerning Shakespear's first appearance in the playhouse. When 
he came to London, he was without money and friends, and 
being a stranger he knew not to whom to apply, nor by what 
means to support himself. — At that time coaches not being in 
use, and as gentlemen were accustomed to ride to the play- 
house, Shakespear, driyen to the last necessity, went to the 
playhouse door, and pick'd up a little money by taking care 
of the gentlemen's horses who came to the play ; he became 
eminent eyen in that profession, and was taken notice of for 
his diligence and skill in it ; he had soon more business than 
he himself could manage and at last hired boys under him, 
who were known by the name of Shakespear's boys : Some of 

* The Works of William 8hake$pear, Printed for Jacob Tonson at Gray's 
Inn Gate. 1709. 
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the players accidentally conyersing with him, found him so 
acute and master of so fine a conversation, that, struck there- 
with, they [sic.'] and recommended him to the house, in which 
he was first admitted in a very low station, but he did not long 
remain so for he soon distinguished himself, if not as an 
extraordinary actor at least as a fine writer." In quoting from 
this account Campbell says: ''The gentleman who heard it 
from Mr. Newton was undoubtedly either Dr. Johnson, who 
relates it himself, or his amanuensis, Shield, who wrote no 
small part of Gibber's Lives of the Poets" ^ 

Dr. Johnson, in his preface to the Plays,^ says that 
'' Shakespeare came to London a needy adyenturer and liyed 
for a time by yery mean employments." 

To these direct references may be added a probable allusion 
to Shakespeare in Robert Greene's Oroatsworth of Wit bought 
with a Million of Repentance^ the earliest edition of which was 
published in 1592.8 (Fo: 3) "Yes, trust them not; for there 
is an upstart crow, beautified with our feathers, that, with his 
tyger's heart, wrapt in a Player's hide, supposes he is as well 
able to bombast out a blanke yerse, as the best of you ; and 
being an absolute Johannes Factotum, is in his own conceit, 
the only Shake-scene in a countrie." 

The following apology for this attack was soon afterwards 
published by Greene's friend Henry Chettle who edited the 
Groatsworth of Wit : " With neither of them that take oflfence 
was I acquainted, and with one of them, I care not if I neyer 
be ; the other, whom at that time I did not so much spare as 
since I wish I had, for that, as I haye moderated the heate of 
liying writers, I mighte haye usde my owne discretion, espe- 
cially in such a case, the author beeing dead, that I did not I 
am as sory, as if the originall fault had beene my fault, 
because myselfe haye scene his demeanor no lesse ciyill than 
he exelent in the qualitie he professes ; besides, diyers of wor- 
ship haye reported his uprightnes of dealing, which argues his 

1 The Dramatic Works of WiUiam Shakspearey 1859, i. xxi. See also 
OuUines, i. 80-8. 

' First published in 1765. 

' Kobert Greene died September 3rd, 1592. 
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honesty, and his facetions grace in writing, that aprooyes his 
art."* 

The poet's knowledge of the law and its terms has suggested 
the probability that he is alluded to by Thomas Nash in the 
following passage in his prefatory epistle to Greene's Mena- 
phon : '^ It is a common practise now a daies amongst a sort 
of shifting companions, that runne through every arte and 
thrive by none, to leave the trade of Noverint whereto they 
were borne, and busie themselves with the indevors of Art, 
that could scarcelie Latinize their necke-verse if they shoulde 
have neede ^ ; yet English Seneca read by candle light yeeldes 
manie good sentences, as Bloud is a begger,«and so foorth : and 
if you intreate him faire in a frostie morning, he will affoord 
you whole Hamlets, I should say handfnlls of tragical speaches." 
It is, however, considered doubtful whether this is an allusion 
to Shakespeare or his Hamlet 

Another tradition relating to Shakespeare's early employ- 
ment in the theatre is recorded by Malone : ^' There is a stage 
tradition, that his first office in the theatre was that of Call- 
boy, or prompter's attendant ; whose employment it is to give 
the performers notice to be ready to enter, as often as the 
business of the play requires their appearance on the stage." ^ 

The story of the revelry at Bidford^ and the naming of 
Luddington Chapel as the place of the marriage^ appear to 
have remained unnoticed by authors until later dates, and 
cannot therefore be regarded as possessing the same value, 
although they may not be wholly spurious. Only three of 
the foregoing accounts give, even approximately, the date of 

> Kind Harf$ Dream, Theee are, probably, allaBionB to Marlowe and 
Shakespeare. See Howard Staunton, The Work$ of Shaketpeare^ i. xxiz.- 
zzxiii., and NoiM and Querie$, January Slat, 1903, p. 97. 

* Dr. Arber says that Nath **i8 only referring to Verse Translaton; first 
from the classios ; secondly from the Italian. It has been thought that herein 
he referred to Shakespeare ; but the date is too early, and our great poet is 
not known to haye translated anything of the kind." Introduction to Btiert 
Otmim, pp. xiL and ziii. (The English Scholar's Library of Old and Modem 
Works.) 

> The Plajfi and Poem$ of WiOiam Shakiveare, 1790, i. 107, note 6. 
« OuUinee, i. 284 ; ii. 825-8. See Appendix, Na XXXI. 

• lUd^ ii 864. 

O 
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Shakespeare's departure from Stratford, and Aubrey's is no 
more definite than about his eighteenth year. 

Bowe's version may mean that Shakespeare left Warwick- 
shire to take shelter in London a few months or years after 
the birth of his first child, and that it was either a temporary 
removal, to allow Sir Thomas Lucy's anger to cool, or a long 
continued absence. 

The parish-clerk's statement to Dowdall that Shakespeare 
" run from his master to London " will, if trustworthy, apply 
to any date between his apprenticeship at an early age and 
the termination of his period of service as late as his 24th 
year;^ but this tradition confirms Rowe and Aubrey in 
naming the metropolis as the poet's destination on leaving 
Stratford.* 

Aubrey, unless a wide meaning be allowed to his words, 
appears to place the departure at an earlier date than Bowe, 
who, in the expression " some time," permits a latitude of which 
advantage has been taken to name the years between 1582 and 
1588. Some approach to agreement between the two accounts 
would, however, be possible if the purport of Rowe's could be 
limited to the first of these years, for Aubrey's " about eighteen " 
is sufficiently elastic to include the birth of Susanna in May 
1583, early in her father's nineteenth year, and both of these 
interpretations agree with the tradition recorded by DowdalL 
But, however much this reading of Bowe's statement may 
commend itself, the construction generally placed upon it, 
together with the more restricted meaning now proposed to be 
applied to Aubrey's account, makes the difference too great to 
be thus disposed of, and the comparative reliability of the two 
authorities arises for consideration. 

Aubrey's brief memoirs have found slight favour with some 
authors on account of an alleged proneness to irresponsible 
gossip and the known inaccuracies which mark some of his 
biographical sketches. He is represented by Anthony a Wood, 
who was at one time his friend and to whom many of his notes 

^ The age at which apDrenticeships then sometimes tenninatcd. 
' See remarks on Dowdall's letter, Appendix, No. XXX. 
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were communioatedy as '^ a pretender to antiquities. . . • He was 
a shiftless person, roving and magotie headed and sometimes 
little better than erased. And being exceedingly credulous, 
would stuff his many letters sent to A. W. with foUiries, and 
misinformations, which sometimes would guid him into the 
paths of errour." ^ 

After referring in favourable terms to Ward's allusion to 
Shakespeare, Halliwell-Phillipps says : *^ The same observation 
cannot unfortunately be thought to hold good in respect to 
the next reporter, John Aubrey, who, about the same period, 
visited Stratford-on-Avon in one of his equestrian journeys. 
This industrious antiquary was the author of numerous little 
biographies, which are here and there disfigured by such 
palpable or ascertained blunders, that it would appear that he 
must have been in the habit of compiling from imperfect notes 
of conversations, or, no doubt in many instances, from his own 
recollections of them. He was unfortunately also one of those 
foolish and detestable gossips who record everything that they 
hear or misinterpret. ... It would, therefore, be hazardous as 
a rule to depend upon his statements in the absence of corro- 
borative evidence, but we may at the same time in a great 
measure rely upon the accuracy of main facts in those cases 
in which there is too much elaboration for his memory to have 
been entirely at fault." ^ 

The same writer subsequently refers to Aubrey as ''this 
undoubtedly honest, though careless, antiquary ; " ^ and again 
as " that most unreliable of all the early biographers." * 

Testimony of a more favourable character is however given 
by Malone in criticizing Anthony a Wood's opinion of Aubrey : 
''It is acknowledged, that his literary attainments were con- 
siderable ; that he was a man of good parts, of much learning 
and great application; and good Latin poet, an excellent 
naturalist, and, what is more material to our present object, a 

' The Life of Anthony h Wood, written by HimBelf, and pnblishr^d by 
Mr. Thomas Heame, 1772, pp. 20S-9. 
' OutUnee, "PrefsJoe, i. z. 

* IK(i.,i.250,note4. 

* Ibid., ii. 297, note 113. 
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great lover of and indefatigable searcher into antiquities. . . . 
Wood afterwards quarreled with Mr. Aubrey, whom in the 
second volume of his Fasti, he calls his Mend. ... To Wood 
every lover of antiquity and literary history has very high 
obligations ; and in all matters of fact he may be safely relied 
on ; but his opinion of men and things is of little value. . . . 
Whatever Wood in a peevish humour may have thought or 
said of Mr. Aubrey, by whose labours he highly profited, or 
however fantastical Aubrey may have been on the subject of 
chemistry and ghosts, his character for veracity has never been 
impeached ; and as a very diligent antiquarian, his testimony 
is worthy of attention. Mr. Toland, who was well acquainted 
with him, and certainly a better judge of men than Wood, 
gives this character of him : ' Though he was extremely super- 
stitious, or seemed to be so, yet he was a very honest man, and 
most accurate in his account of matters of fact.' " ^ 

In a recent account of Aubrey, Dr. Eichard Gamett says : 
" Unfortunately one of Aubrey's notes reflecting on Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon, caused Wood to be visited by a prose- 
cution; and this seems to have occasioned an estrangement 
and to have prompted the unfavourable character which Wood 
has left of his disinterested if not always judicious ally. His 
character as an antiquary has been unworthily traduced by 
Anthony A Wood, but fully vindicated by his recent editors 
and biographers." ^ 

In commenting upon Aubrey's Lives the Revd. Dr. Andrew 
Clark says : '' Their value lies not in the statement of biblio- 
graphical or other £acts, but in their remarkably vivid personal 
touches, in what Aubrey had seen himself and what his friends 
had told him." 8 

Aubrey's narrative offers little opportunity for further 
criticism. He is cautious in his statements about Shakespeare, 
and the only error proved against him — the reference to the 
poet's legacy to a sister — is prefaced by a doubt. The phrase 

' Historical Acoount of tho English Stage. Sec also Malonc's Life of 
WiUiam Shahtpeare, 1821, ii. 71-2, 694-7. 

* Dictionary of National Biography, ii. 2i5. 

* Bri^ Lives , . . by John Aubrey, pp. 7-8. 
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in which he refers to Shakespeare's removal to London and 
the date of the transmission of the Lives to Wood may justify 
a suspicion that there was some delay in making a note of the 
results of his visit to Stratford ; but the suggestion of youth is 
of value as his impression of the story as he received it. In 
&ce of the testimony in Aubrey's favour it would be unwise 
to ignore his contribution on the point in dispute. With all 
its defects, his account of the removal appears to be the most 
important record of any of the traditions of Shakespeare's 
early life. 

Bowe's reputation as a biographer of Shakespeare rests 
partly upon the fact that his work was the first attempt to 
give the life-history in a connected form, and some additional 
importance is no doubt due to the few lines in which he 
expresses his obligation to Betterton,^ from whom the greater 
part of the incidents of the early life of the poet were probably 
obtained. Bowe appears to have accepted them without test- 
ing their correctness by a reference to sources of information 
that must, in his day, have been more ample than the few 
items constituting this part of his memoir would lead us to 
infer.^ Poor as were the results of Betterton's enquiries, yet 
Bowe's curiosity may have been satisfied ; and he evidently 
fiEtiled to realize the keen interest which would eventually be 
taken in every detail of the poet's history.^ The opinions of 
recent commentators are generally favourable as to the relia- 
bility of Bowe's account. Halliwell-Phillipps says: "No 
sufficient reason has yet been given for impugning Bowe's 
general accuracy. There are, indeed, a few errors in the minor 
details of his biographical sketch, but that he drew it up mainly 
from reliable sources is unquestionable. . . . That he exercised 
also unusual caution in dealing with his materials is obvious 
from the prelude to the Southampton anecdote, as well as from 
the hesitating manner in which he introduces many of his state- 
ments. It is scarcely necessary to observe that this prudence 

1 Betterton was born in 1685 (?) and died in 1710. 

' Many of the wills proved in the Stratford Peculiar Court as well as some of 
the registers of neighbouring parishes have since been lost. 
' But see the first few lines of his memoir. 
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has added immeasnrably to his credibility, and rendered every 
word of his essay deserving of respectful attention." ^ 

Dr. Sidney Lee's opinion of Rowe's work is given in his 
article in the Dictionary of National Biography, xlix. 343. 
"In the prefatory life Bowe embodied a series of traditions 
which he had commissioned the actor Betterton to collect for 
him while on a visit to Stratford-upon-Avon*; many of them 
were in danger of perishing without a record. Rowe displayed 
much sagacity in the choice and treatment of his biographic 
materials, and the memoir is consequently of permanent value." 

As there is no reason for supposing that Rowe's account 
conveys erroneous impressions of the information received from 
Betterton, its credibility depends upon the genuineness of the 
traditions so communicated, and it is unfortunate that some 
doubt exists as to whether they were obtained on the alleged 
visit to Warwickshire. Betterton's good faith in this matter 
is not questioned by Malone, who says : " In the manuscript 
papers of the late Mr. Oldys, as Mr. Steevens relates, ' it is 
said that one Boman (according to Chetwood, p. 143, an actor 
more than half an age on the London Theatres ') was unwilling 
to allow that his associate and contemporary, Betterton, had 
ever undertaken this journey. This assertion of Mr. Oldys 
appears to me altogether unworthy of credit, not that I believe 
he meant to deceive, but he certainly must have misappre- 
hended Mr. Boman. Why any doubt should be insinuated, or 
entertained, concerning Mr. Betterton's having visited Stratford, 
after Rowe's positive assertion that he did so, it is not easy to 
conceive. Mr. Rowe did not go there himself; and how could 
he have collected the few circumstances relative to Shakspeare 
and his family, which he has told, if he had not obtained 
the information from some friend, who examined the register 
of the parish of Stratford and made personal enquiries on the 
subject?^ . . . Mr. Betterton, though he was born about twenty 
years after Shakspeare's death, and had trod the stage before 
the Restoration, instead of making any enquiry about him in 

> Ouaine$, i. xii.-xiii. « Soe Appendix, No. XXXU. 

' The Life of WiUiam Shakepeare, 1821, p. 120, note 5. 
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his youth, when that enqniry might perhaps haye been attended 
with snccessy was obliged to go to Stratford in 1708, when he 
was above seventy years old, and our poet had been dead near 
a century, to pick up what intelligence he could get concern- 
ing him : and almost every part of the intelligence which he 
did procure, either there or elsewhere, proves to be erroneous." ^ 

An opinion adverse to the authenticity of Bowe's informa- 
tion is given by Mr. J. T. Foard : " And Bowman, the actor, 
who lived with him, having married Betterton's daughter. Miss 
Watson, denied that the actor had ever visited Stratford ; or in 
the precise words of the antiquarian Oldys, a truthful man, he 
(Bowman) was ' unwilling to allow that his life long associate 
and friend (Betterton) had ever undertaken such a journey.' 
... It is disputed on the best authority available at the time 
that Betterton ever went to Warwickshire. Thus the source 
(the foiia et origo) — as he (Bowe) declares of all his information 
— is tainted at its inception ; and as far as any precise details 
are concerned, we may therefore set it aside altogether." * 

One of the errors in the " minor details " referred to by 
E[alliwell-Phillipps led Bowe to the conclusion that the poet's 
early education had suffered by reason of his father's large 
family, ** ten children in all," when, in fact, only three sons 
and two daughters survived at the time William is supposed 
to have been taken from school : ^ Shakespeare's children are 
referred to as three daughters ; Judith is named as the eldest ; 
and no mention is made of his son Hamnet.^ 

It would, perhaps, be unfair to judge Betterton's work by 
the standard that might properly be applied to that of a 
modem investigator. DifBculties may have been placed in 
his way by the general apathy then prevailing on the subject 
of the poet's personal history, and, although descendants of 
Joan Hart, the poet's sister, and members of the Hathaway 

> The Life of WiUiam Shaktpeare, 1821, p. 163. 

* English ShakeepeareancL, reprinted from the Mdncheeier Quarterly, 
January 1898. 

* See G. B. French, Shaknpeareana Geneaiogiea, pp. 367-70, and the 
Parish Begister of Stratford-upon-Ayon, edited by Mr. Richard Savage. 

* Bowe, Some AcoourU of the Life of Mr. W^iam Shakeepeare, 
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family were stUl living at Stratford at the date of Betterton's 
enquiries/ they may have had no better knowledge than their 
neighbours of the youth of their illustrious kinsman, whose 
papers or other aids to memory an earlier generation probably 
had not cared to preserve.^ 

While some of the more important facts were still re- 
membered at Stratford and would have been accessible to 
Betterton, if he had known where to look for them, the minor 
incidents had, no doubt, already become so much obscured by 
variations and additions as to make it possible for a careless 
enquirer to mistake legend for history and to mingle the 
poet's youthful escapades with the occurrences of his more 
mature years. If Bowe's information as to John Shakespeare's 
or the poet's children or Anne Hathaway's parentage was the 
best he could obtain, some doubt may be permitted as to the 
correctness of his reference to the interval between the marriage 
and departure from Stratford, his knowledge of these events 
probably having been derived from the same source. What- 
ever may be the cause of these defects in the few particulars 
of Shakespeare's life recorded by Kowe, they disentitle him to 
any claim to superior credit for those parts of his account 
that are at variance with previously recorded traditions. For 
the statement that Shakespeare remained at Stratford some 
time after the marriage there is no other support than the 
conclusions drawn from the births of his children. 

In deciding whether Aubrey or Bowe gives the more correct 
account of the date of Shakespeare's first visit to London, 
biographers must be guided largely by independent evidence 
and probability. The many imperfections in these early 
narratives, from which details of great interest, from a literary 
as well as a personal point of view, are strangely omitted, 
suggest the probability that neither of the writers was able to 
form a correct idea of the poet's position at the date of his 

^ OfUlineg, ii. 251, note 6. G. B. French, Shakspeareana Gmealogica, 
pp. 876-401. See Appendix, No. XXXU. 

* Earl Elze, Wiiliam Shdheipeare, A Literary Bioaraphy, p. 5; (hUUne$, 
i. 274. See alBO The6bald^§ Preface for a tradition as to the destniction of Bomo of 
Shako8pcare*8 papers by a Warwick baker. 
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marriage and for some years afterwards, or to understand the 
real meaning of the migrations between Stratford and London. 
Both are under the suspicion of not haying made the*best of 
their opportunities, particularly in the matter of documentary 
evidence ; ^ and their frequent admissions of doubt, though a 
testimony to honesty of purpose, do not encourage implicit 
belief in the traditions they record. But, upon the point now 
under discussion, the advantage is considerably in Aubrey's 
favour.^ 

After the appearance of Bowe's biography, very little infor- 
mation of importance was added during the eighteenth century 
until the results of Malone's researches were published ; but 
the success which attended his more systematic method stimu- 
lated further enquiry, and a growing interest in all that per- 
tains to the history of the poet has resulted in a constantly 
increasing mass of biographical literature. 

By modem writers various opinions have been expressed 
as to the date of Shakespeare's departure from Stratford, Dr. 
Sidney Lee ^ giving " the later months of the year 1585 ; " 
Mr. George Wyndham,* "between the opening of 1585 and 
the autumn of 1587 ; " Drake,« " about the year 1586 or 1587 ; " 
Mr. F. G. Fleay,« " in or about 1587 ; " and George Chalmers,^ 
" between the years 1585 and 1588." Only a few writers give 
an earlier date than 1585. Eenny says : ^' It probably took 
place some time about the year 1586; but it may have 
happened, for all that we know with any certainty, a few 
years earlier, or even — although this is more unlikely — a few 
years later than that period." ^ 

Mr. Henry Stebbing says: "Hence we may properly 

* For notes on the dates of their onquirios at Stratford, see Appendix, 
No. XXXII. 

* Mr. Beeston, his informant, was the son of Christopher Beeston, ^ Shak- 
spcare*s fellow-comedian." Mnlono, Hiitorieal Account of the Engliih Stage, 

* A Life of WiUiam Shakespeare, p. 2C. 

* The Poeme of Shakeepeare, p. xxv. 

* Shakepeare and Hie Timet, i. ilO. 

* A Chronicle Hittory, pp. 91-5. 
' An Awdogy, p. 48. 

* The Life and Oeniui of Shakeepeare, 18(14, p. 28. 
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question the truth of Shakspere's coming to London as an 
actor, when he was only eighteen. Still we must be careful, 
where so much uncertainty prevails, not to reject even this 
incident of Aubrey's narrative, as certainly untrue. Though 
we know that he married soon after he was eighteen, there is 
nothing so very improbable in the statement, that he shortly 
before this event visited London, and tried his fortune on the 
stage." 1 

William Russell says that Shakespeare left Stratford for 
London in his 20th year, not long after the birth of his 
daughter Susanna.^ 

Mr. H. S. and Mrs. C. W. Ward give alternative dates for 
the removal: ''The year 1585 has usually been assumed as 
that in which Shakespeare left his native place ' for London.' 
The only evidence on the point is the fact that his twin 
children Hamnet and Judith were baptised on February 2nd 
of that ^ar. If we are to resolutely believe the deer-stealing 
story, it is perhaps convenient to fix this particular date, but 
if the idea we have above set forth is correct, it seems more 
likely that 1583 would be the year of leaving home." ^ 

After expressing the conviction that Shakespeare left 
Stratford for London in 1585, Dr. Elze mentions a possible 
reference to the subject in the Caatdl of Courtesie by J. 
Yates, Servingman, London, 1582, John Wolfe : " There are 
on page 16 * Verses written at the departure of his friend 
W. S. when hee went to dwell in London.' . . . Can this W. S. 
have been William Shakespeare ? If so, then he must have 
made an endeavour to move to London before 1582." ^ 

Mr. Sidney Lanier gives a fanciful sketch of a visit to 
London in 1582, in which Shakespeare is represented as 
having been joined by Anne Hathaway.*^ 

* Hie Dramatic Works of WiUiam Shakspere, i. xxiii. 

' Extraordinary JKsn, their Boyhood and Early Life, p. 39. 

' ** And if Shakespeares ooold be stubborn, Ardens could show the 'fulness 
of blood and greatness of heart ' of which Burleigh wrote, as was proved in this 
Tery year, 1583, when Arden was executed at Smithfield for an alleged plot 
against the Queen.*' Shakespeare* 8 Town and Times, pp. 114-tf. 

* William Shakespeare, A Literary Biography, p. 115. 

* Shdkepere and Mis Forerunners, i. 125-65. 
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Follom suggests that the poaching occurred before the 
marriage, and resulted in an absence, commencing in the 
spring of 1582. "Some time between July and September, 
1582, Shakespeare returned to Stratford. ... At the begin- 
ning of July he must have heard of the death of Richard 
Hathaway, which removed an obstacle to his early marriage 
with Anne. . . . Certainly he had established himself in 
London shortly after the birth of his first child, when he was 
in his twentieth year."^ For most of these statements no 
authority is given, and it is not explained by Fullom why 
Richard Hathaway's death should have removed an obstacle 
to the marriage, which, it is generally considered, was strongly 
desired by Anne's friends. 

Another view of Shakespeare's position during the obscure 
period of his life between 1582 and 1592 is that he never gave 
up his residence at Stratford, and that the incident referred to 
by Aubrey and Dowdall should be regarded merely as the 
first of a series of more or less prolonged visits to the metro- 
polis and other places. On the subject of Shakespeare's 
settlement in Stratford, George Chalmers says : " I doubt, if 
the poet ever brought his family from Stratford, or ever con- 
sidered London as his home." ^ " Where he thus settled, he 
probably resolved, that his wife and family should remain 
through life ; although he himself made frequent excursions 
to London."^ Drake was of the opinion that ^Hhe family 
residence of Shakspeare was always at Stratford; that he 
himself originally went alone to London, and that he spent 
the greater part of every year there alone, annually, however, 
and probably for some months, returning to the bosom of his 
family." * A different opinion is held by Mr. F. G. Fleay : 
" The natural interpretation of such records as have reached us 
is that it was not till touched by the hand of the great recon- 
ciler Death, in the person of the expected heir to his new- 
founded fortunes, that he ever visited his family at all during 

* Hittory of WiUiam ShaJceipeare, pp. 144, 194, 211. 

' An Apology for the Believen in the Shakepeare Papen, 171)9, p. 247. 

* A Supplwteiital Apology, p. 227. 

* Shakipeare and Ui$ Timei, 1817, i. 41G. 
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the nine years since he left them to carve his own way as a 
strolling player."^ Mr. Appleton Morgan says: "At any 
rate we do know that the great William liyed apart from his 
wife, and that such visits as he paid to Stratford may almost 
always be found indicated by an investment, a law suit, or an 
arbitration, whereby the thrifty poet did largely increase the 
body of wealth he left his children." ^ 

There is no evidence by means of which any one of the 
opposing views can be substantiated, but Drake's appears to be 
by far the most probable. 

The foregoing selections show that, apart from minor differ- 
ences, the opinions of a considerable majority are in favour of 
that interpretation of Bowe's statement which gives 1585 as 
the earliest and 1588 as the latest date for the commencement 
of an absence from Stratford which was broken only by brief 
and, at first, infrequent visits until the poet's final retirement 
from active work in the London theatres. Only a few writers 
prefer earlier dates, some of which go back to the spring of 
1582. 

The only reason mentioned in the older traditions for 
Shakespeare's departure from his native town is the persecution 
following upon the double offence of stealing Sir Thomas 
Lucy's game and then lampooning him, an episode which has 
been a fruitful source of discussion.^ That it was the sole cause 
is not generally believed, but many modem writers accept some 
version of the poaching adventure, about which there appears 
to be nothing improbable, except, perhaps, most of the dates 
assigned to the closing scene. 

For the purpose of the present enquiry, the only opinions 
as to the date and cause of the great change in Shakespeare's 
life that require further comment are those relating to the 
generally accepted meaning of Rowe's words, " In this kind of 
settlement he remained for some time," which period is con- 
strued by Halliwell-Phillipps to be " Three or four years after 

' A Chronicle Hittory of the Life and Work of WiRiam Shaketpeare, p. 29. 
' Shakespeare in Fact and in Oritioiamj p. 277. 

* Seo Mrs. C. C. Stopee, " Justice Shallow," Fortnightly Review, February 
1003. 
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his union with Anne Hathaway/'^ There appears to be no 
reason for interpreting the text with such liberality, or for 
naming any particular number of years, inasmuch as Bowe 
hesitated to do so, except to bring his version into agreement 
with the theory, to which some importance has been attached 
by other writers, that Shakespeare continued to reside at 
Stratford until after the births of Hamnet and Judith.^ With 
this postulate there is no difiSculty in dispensing, if any 
reliance is to be placed upon the tradition which credits the 
poet with a visit to his native country once a year.^ 

This reading of Bowe's words puts obstacles in the way of 
a solution of the difSculties arising from the nature of the 
evidence as to the date of the removal to London ; for neither 
the traditions, nor the poet's writings, nor the marriage docu- 
ments, nor any conclusions to be fairly drawn from them, justify 
the various conjectures, mainly based on Bowe's account, that 
Shakespeare continued to reside at Stratford for some years 
after his marriage, leading a wild and irregular life/ and that 
after " four years of conjugal discord " '^ he left his native town 
a penniless fugitive in fear of arrest for poaching and debt,' 
adding to other offences the desertion of his familyJ How 
much of this is capable of proof may be gathered from the 
evidences reviewed in these pages ; how little of it is likely 
to be true is indicated by the literary and financial successes 
that followed so closely as to justify a suspicion of the correct- 
ness of every detail of this sordid picture of the first few 
years of Shakespeare's married life. There may have been 
much in his environment, and possibly in his own disposition, 

^ OtOliMt, i. 67. 

' Bee B. Malone, E4$torieal Aeeaunt of ike EhqIM Stage, and Sidney Lee, 
A Life of Wmiam Bhakeepeare, p. 26. 

■ Anbrey. 

* See Bowe ; OuUinety i. 67 : and O. G. GerTinns, Skakeepeare Oommmiariea, 
pp. 30-4. 

^ Thomas De Qninoey, Shakipeare, A Biography, p. 56. 
" " ■ ' I^oe, '- " 



< Koe Outiinee, i. 70 and 78-9 ; Alexander Dyoe, The Poem of Shakeepeare 
(Aldine edition), p. xi. ; George ChalmeiB, Apology, p. 48 ; and N. Drake, 
Shaktpeare and Hit Timet, i. 413. 

' F. G. Fleay, A Chronicle HiUory of the Ufe and Work of WiUiam 
Shakeepeare, p. 29. 
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unfayourable to an early deyelopment of his higher gifts ; yet 
it is improbable that the varied powers displayed in after-life 
lay dormant until his 23rd year. Nor can apathy be justly 
ascribed to Shakespeare at a time when ordinary men feel the 
stimulus of increasing responsibilities ; and it is unlikely that 
for so many years after his marriage he could have remained 
content in his supposed miserable plight and have failed to 
realize that such a life would never satisfy his ambition, or that 
he made no attempt or found no opportunity to escape from 
it until compelled to leave Stratford in disgrace. In spite of 
the unpromising nature of his latest youthful employment at 
Stratford, the schoolmaster tradition renders it probable that 
there was some sort of continuity in his education after his 
school-days.^ He was connected with families of substantial 
position, and could not have been without friends;^ he was 
energetic,^ and possessed sufScient business capacity to enable 
him to turn to good account such opportunities as came in his 
way ; and so keen a student of human nature must have gained 
some experience of life at a comparatively early age. 

With these things in his favour, it may appear that such 
advantages as would have accrued to him from the earlier 
removal to London were not essential to success, and that in 
order to attain the position he held in 1593 the additional 
years thus secured would not have been requisite. It may be 
admitted that, if all other conditions were favourable, such a 
combination of talents as he undoubtedly possessed would 
account for the rapid advancement that would be implied 
by the later arrival. But, while this of necessity presupposes 
some equipment for his literary work and the existence of cir- 
cumstances favourable to his venture, some of the advocates of 
the later departure deny that facilities for study and improve- 
ment were to be foimd at Stratford,^ and surround his life there 
with conditions such as would have created serious impediments 

> In this he may have been encouraged and assisted by his former teachers. 
' 0. C. StopoB, The Bacaii-Shakspere Que$tion Antwered, p. 10. 
» His industry is referred to by John Webster in the preface to the Wliife 
Devil, 1612, ** The right happy and copious industry of M. ehaks-spearo." 
* (halinea^ I 95 and 104. 



EARLY SIGNS OF GENIUS NOT RECORDED 95 

to his fature progress, whateyer advantages may have been 
gained by the removal. Others depict the hardships of his 
early years in London and the "mean employments"^ by 
which he was compelled to earn a living. And so, without the 
slightest proof, a snpposed mode of life unfavourable to success 
in most of the things in which Shakespeare afterwards excelled 
is prolonged until, with all his ability, no adequate interval is 
allowed him to account for the great improvement in his fortunes 
or the wide knowledge and experience displayed in his earliest 
known writings. If no recollection of Shakespeare's budding 
talents had been preserved at Stratford, the absence of any 
tradition of the exercise of powers that made him famous would 
not call for remark. We have, however, the tradition related to 
the enquirer a century afterwards, that ** when he kill'd a calfe 
he would do it in a high style and make a speech," ^ and yet the 
poet's neighbours do not appear to have known that he possessed 
any other gift distinguishing him fix)m his fellows. 

When Shakespeare had once mastered the rudiments of 
learning, neither a " bookless neighbourhood " ^ nor any other 
ordinary disadvantage, such as the scanty leisure enjoyed by 
an apprentice, would have long delayed some manifestation of 
his literary proclivities ; and those who handed down the tradi- 
tion of one of his characteristics would not have been slow to 
observe and appreciate the other. The local fame of these early 
flights was also quite as likely to have been preserved. Yet 
if we are to accept even the earlier dates of the departure 
founded on Bowe's account, it would appear that Shakespeare 
remained at Stratford-upon-Avon for about eight years after he 
left school (where he must, at any rate, have learned enough to 
enable him to give free expression to his thoughts) and, during 
this long period, evinced no literary tendencies — no sign of 
his remarkable gifts. With the exception of the Lucy dog- 
gerel,^ which is supposed to have been the immediate cause of 

> Dr. Johnaon'B Preface, 1765. 

' Aubrey. 8oe also J. O. HaUiweU's Folio edition of Shakeroeare'i Works, 
1853, i. 78. * Oudinee, I 95. 

* The modem Torsion of the aUeged lampoon is, no doubt, spurious ; but tho 
original is generaUy supposed to have been written in 1585 or 1586. 
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his flight, there is no indication that he produced anything 
better worth preserving. The absence of local tradition as to 
earlier productions suggests the likelihood that he left Stratford 
before this additional proof of his originality had become as 
well known as the calf-killing speeches, and that the change 
was made in 1582 rather than four years later. 

Aubrey's account allows ten years for that part of Shake- 
speare's career which commenced with his departure from 
Stratford and closed in 1593, when his success was already 
assured. This may, however, have been attained much earlier, 
for of his history during the decade we know nothing 
definitely beyond the baptisms of his children and the tradi- 
tions of lowly beginnings in London related by Davenant to 
Betterton, and worthy of consideration, although omitted from 
Howe's narrative. In the period between 1582 and 1593 he 
passed through his novitiate to a good position in the theatre 
and laid the foundation of a competence that enabled him a 
few years later to take a prominent place in his native town. 
These alone were creditable results for the work of ten years, 
even if he met with none of the difficulties usually encountered 
by those who have sought fortune in like manner. Although 
such dates as 1587 for Venvs and Adonis and 1588-9 for 
Lovers Ldhowr^s Lost are not foimded upon any clear evidence,^ 
they are probably not far from the truth ; and both poem and 
play must have been preceded by work of great excellence and 
promise. That the above-named productions were the work of 
one whose reputed mode of life before the year 1587 gives 
little assurance of the possession of the necessary qualities, 
and who, about that time, is supposed to have commenced his 
career in London imperfectly educated and inexperienced, is 
open to grave doubt. 

* For supposed dates of Shakespeare's earliest work, see Appendix, No. 
XXXIII. 
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FACTS AND CONJECTURES 

In the foUowiDg sketches brief references are made to the main 
incidents of Shakespeare's personal history. Some further 
explanations, which have "been rendered necessary by my read- 
ings of the evidence, together with conjectures based upon 
them or collected from various sources, are submitted. A 
separate statement of the facts, which I purpose giving in 
the next chapter, will bring out the fragmentary nature of the 
history, and will also serve as a corrective by enabling the 
reader to avoid the errors frequently caused by accepting con- 
jecture and assumption as that which can be proved. In order 
to avoid the possibility of taking as fact any of the hypotheses 
current in the biographies and added to in these pages, it 
would be well to bear in mind that nothing is known with 
certainty about the history of Shakespeare's life from the date 
of his baptism, April 26th, 1564, to November 27th, 1582, when 
his marriage licence was granted, and that from the baptism 
of his children, Hamnet and Judith, on February 2nd, 1584-5, 
until the year 1593 the only undoubted contemporary reference 
to his name occurs in a Bill of Complaint,^ dated 1589, in 
connection with a proposal made in 1587 by John and Mary 
Shakespeare to John Lambert, son of the original mortgagee 
of the Asbies estate. Much information as to the history of 
the Shakespeare and Hathaway families and their connexions 
has, however, been obtained from deeds relating to small 

' For a copy of this docamcnt, iu which William ShakeBpearo*! name ocoiirt, 
•ee OtUUne$^ iL 12. 

97 H 
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properties in which they were interested, from diaries, wills, 
• diocesan, parochial, and other registers, and from the municipal 
records of Stratford-upon-Avon. A knowledge of the con- 
ditions under which William Shakespeare's boyhood was passed 
has been derived, with some approach to the truth, from con- 
temporary accounts of the manners and customs of the people 
among whom he was brought up, and from a less definite 
acquaintance with their modes of thought and opinions. All 
we know about Shakespeare during his earlier years in London 
is gleaned from the few traditions relating to Ids circumstances 
on arriving there and his introduction to the theatre. We 
have no trustworthy information earlier than 1593, when Venus 
and Adonis, with its dedication to Lord Southampton, was 
published. Thenceforth the more frequent references to Shake- 
speare include notices of the production of his poems and 
plays, and appreciations of his genius and personal character. 
There are accounts of business trcmsactions indicative of 
interest in his native town and of the success which enabled 
him to raise his family to a higher rank than it had occupied 
in the days of his father's prosperity. Although his own 
position during the first twenty-eight years of his life was not 
sufficiently prominent to ensure a record of even its main 
incidents, and though he himself has given very little assist- 
ance to the biographer, we are now, probably, as well acquainted 
with his history as with that of most of his literary contem- 
poraries. In dealing with so interesting a personality it is 
not surprising that the bounds of conjecture have been widely 
extended, or that common-place incidents, throwing no light 
upon his works and affording little or no insight into his mind 
or character, have been eagerly collected. 

As to his lineage, we learn from the Stratford-upon-Avon 
parish register of baptisms that he was the son of John Shake- 
speare, who is supposed to have been the son of Bichard 
Shakespeare of Snitterfield, a village about four miles distant 
from Stratford-upon-Avon. Even at this stage we begin to 
encoimter the difficulties which are answerable for many dis- 
appointing results in attempting to trace the family pedigrees. 
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On February 10th, 1560-1, a bond ^ was entered into by John 
Shakespere and Thomas Nycols, both described as husbandmen 
of Snitterfield, for the due administration of the estate of 
Bicheurd Shakspere of that parisk. In the memorandum of 
the grant ^ the administrator is described as his son ; so that 
we have a John Shakespeare who was a husbandman at Snitter- 
field at the same time that the father of the poet was a member 
of the corporation of Stratford-upon-Avon, where he is supposed 
to have traded as a glover, butcher, and dealer in com and wool 
from about the year 1551. He is described as a yeoman in the 
conveyance of the Snitterfield property to Webbe in 1579. It 
has been suggested that he had a feurm at Snitterfield as well 
as a business at Stratford. This is not unlikely, for agriculture 
was then, more commonly than now, carried on in combination 
with other more or less eJlied trades by dwellers in towns and 
villages. As the mere occupation of land at Snitterfield would 
not have entitled the administrator of Richard Shakespeeure's 
estate to be described as of that parish, he was probably the 
occupier of a farmstead there. The fiEtct that a Stratford man 
was not proposed as his surety may appear to indicate that 
Richard Shakespeare's son was more closely connected with the 
village than with the borough ; but, although the poet's father 
occupied a substantial position at Stratford at the date of the 
administration, a desire to be identified with what may have 
been his native parish, in dealing with a matter solely con- 
nected with it, might accoimt for this choice of a Snitterfield 
resident as his surety, as well as for the description found in 
the bond. In addition to his Stratford establishment, John 
Shakespeare may therefore have maintained another at Snitter" 
field as tenant of a house and a part of the farm occupied by 
Richard Shakespeare. In an indenture dated May 21st, 1560, 
some messuages and land at Snitterfield, conveyed by Agnes 
Arden of Wylmcote, Robert's eldest daughter, to Alexander 
Webb, are described as in the occupation of Richard Shakespere 

' Now at the Probate Registry, Worcester. 

' TedametUa Vetmta Vigornientia, vol. vi., part i., folio 59a. Probate 
Begistry, Worcester. For a copy of the bond and grant, see Appendix, 
No. XXXIV. 
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and others.^ The following is stated by Halliwell-Phillipps to 
be the only notice of a John Shakespeare that he has met with 
in the records of the manor of Snitterfield : " Juratores ibidem 
presentant quod Johannes Shakespere (xij*^), Margeria Lynce- 
combe (zij*^), William Boimde (xij"^), non fecerunt sepes suas 
secundum ordinacionem sibi adjunctam. Vistvs Fraud Plegii 
held at Snitterfield, 1 October 1561." ^ As there is an entry 
in the Snitterfield parish register of the burial of one Joanna 
Shazpere on January 5th, 1595-6, he thinks it possible that 
the writer of the Court Boll '^ may have committed an error in 
the form of the Christian name ; " but this reference to a John 
Shakespeare of Snitterfield after the date of the administration 
in February 1560-1 makes it possible that one of that name, 
who was not the Stratford burgess, was a resident of that parish. 
Alexander Webbe of Snitterfield, in his will dated April 
15th, 1573, the execution of which was witnessed by Henry Shax- 
spere, appointed John Shackespere of Stratford one of his over- 
seers, ** to see his last will and testament performed." ^ In 1581 
and 1582 the name of Henry Shagspere of Snitterfield, who 
is supposed to have been a son of the above-named Bichard, 
appears in the records of the Worcester Consistory Court as 
the defendant in two tithe cases at the suit of the vicar of 
Hampton-in-Arden and others.^ In 1587 an action was brought 
in the Stratford Court of Becord by one Nicholas Lane for 
the recovery from John Shakespeare of the sum of £10 which 
was owing by his brother Henry, and for which John had made 
himself responsible. *^ Henry Sakspere, was buryed the xxix^^ 
day of December anno 1596," Snitterfield Parish Begister.^ 
This Henry is supposed to have been the poet's uncle. I have 
met with no other evidence connecting John Shakespeare of 
Stratford with the Snitterfield husbandman, and do not consider 
that the identity has been completely established.^ In the 

> OuUiiM, u. 177. 

« Ibid., iL 213. 

' Probate Registry, Worcester. Probate was granted on Joly 15th, 1573. 

* Ad Book No. 4, Diocesan Begistr>', Worcester. 
» See (haiiM$, u. 207-13. 

* Bat see Mrs. G. 0. Stopcs, Shakemeare's FamUy, pp. 35-49, and Mr. W. 
Salt Braasington, 8hake9peare'$ EomdanOi pp. 11-5. 
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year 1556 John Shakespeare purchased two houses in Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon. One of them probably forms a part of the 
** Birthplace " premises in Henley Street, and the other, the 
exact position of which has not been ascertained, was in Green- 
hill Street. In or about the year 1557 John Shakespeare 
married Mary Arden, the youngest daughter and seventh 
child of Robert Arden of Wilmcote, a hamlet in the parish 
of Aston Cantlow, about three miles from Stratford-upon-Avon, 
who bylhis will dated November 23rd, 1556,^ bequeathed to her 
the estate of Asbyes in Wilmcote, consisting of about sixty 
acres of land, and also the sum of £6 13^. 4d. This family 
has been regarded as related, through Thomas Arden, also of 
Wilmcote from 1501 to 1546,^ to the Ardens of Park Hall in 
the parish of Curdworth, near Birmingham. Beyond Thomas 
Arden, however, the pedigree of the family becomes conjectural, 
in spite of the many attempts to find for William Shakespeare, 
the son of the Warwickshire yeoman, a better title to descent 
from a good stock than his genius. The name of Mary Arden's 
mother, who was Robert's first wife, is unknown. 

John Shakespeare's position at Stratford for some years 
after his marriage is indicated by his election to various 
municipal offices in the borough, of which, after entering the 
corporation as a capital-burgess in or about the year 1557, he 
served as chamberlain from Michaelmas 1561 to Michaelmas 
1563, as High baili£f in 1568-9, and as alderman from 1565 to 
1586. In a conveyance dated September 20th, 1575, two 
houses in Henley Street, owned by William Wedgewood, a 
tailor, are described as lying ^'betwyne the tenement of 
Richard Homebe [a blacksmith]^ of the east part, and the 

* Probate BegiBtry, Worceater. For a copy of the wiU and inventory, see 
Appendix, No. XXXV. 



French, 8hak$peareana Oenealoaica, pp. 465-72 ; Ouiline$, ii. 207. 
s (*I saw a amith stand with his hammer, thus, 
The whilst his iron did on the anvil oool. 
With open mouth swallowing a tailor's news; 
Who, with his shears and measure in his hand. 
Standing on slippers (which his nimble haste 
Had falsely thrust upon contrary feet), 
Told of a many thousand warlike French 
That were cmbattailcd and ranked in Kent." 

King John, iy. 2. 
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tenement of John Shakesper, yeoman, on the weste parte." ^ 
John Shakespeare acquired more property in the town in 1575, 
a part of this purcluBise being probably the house in Henley 
Street now known as the Birthplace. Together with the 
adjoining house, acquired in 1556, it eventually came into the 
possession of John Hart, whose children sold the premises in 
1806 to Thomas Court. After the death of his widow in 1846 
the two houses were purchased by the representatives of sub- 
scribers to a fund raised for the purpose, and in 1866 they 
were transferred to the Trust by which they are now held. 

In 1578 signs of a change in John Shakespeare's affairs 
appear in the mortgage of the Asbies property, which was 
followed by the sale of that at Snitterfield. His name also 
appears in a list of aldermen the amounts of whose levy for 
the purchase of arms were in arrear, and he was exempted from 
the payment of a weekly tax of four pence levied upon the 
aldermen for the relief of the poor. The nature and extent of 
the di£Sculties by which he was beset for some years after that 
date have been discussed at great length and with much 
difference of opinion, but interest centres mainly in their 
influence upon a critical period of his eldest son's early career, 
particularly between the dates of leaving school and marriage. 

Among other causes, John Shakespeare's misfortimes 
have been attributed to a litigious disposition, to a want of 
steadfastness which led him to engage in mercantile enter- 
prise of too great a variety, to the decay of local trade, and to 
religious persecution. Of the first three there are clear indi- 
cations respectively in the proceedings of the local Court of 
Record, in the description of his trades at various periods, and 
in the commercial history of the town, which by 1590 had 
^* fallen into much decay for want of such trade as heretofore 
they had by clothing and making of yam, employing and main- 
taining a number of poor people by the same, which now live in 
great penury and misery by reason they are not set at work as 
before they have been." ^ The active part taken by Whitgift 

^ Birthjokux Museum Deeds, No. 15. 

' See Dr. Bolfc, Life, 1904. A copy of this petition, without date, is in 
the Birthplace Library. Saunders GoUection, No. 240. 
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against Nonconformists during his occupation of the see of 
Worcester (1576-1583) caused great anxiety and sometimes 
hardship to those in his diocese who publicly professed either 
Boman Catholic or Puritan doctrines, and John Shakespeare 
is claimed by each of the two sects as a sufferer from Anglican 
intolerance.^ Whether all or any of the three first mentioned 
causes, or whether an undue attention to municipal business 
inconsistent with the proper conduct of his own affairs, or an 
inability to retain and make the best of the fruits of his 
industry contributed to his pecuniary dilBSculties is not known ; 
but, so far as can be ascertained, no part of his business re- 
mained to be shared or continued by any of his sons. 

Whatever were John Shakespeare's religious opinions, 
there can be no doubt that he publicly conformed during the 
early part of his o£Bcial career, and there is no proof that this 
conformity was feigned. He took the usual oaths on being 
elected to his various public offices, and was a prominent 
member of the Council when some of the changes resulting 
from the Beformation were carried out He was Chamberlain 
when the Council ordered the proceedings referred to in the 
following entry in his accounts for the year ending Michaelmas 
1563 : " Item payd for defasying ymages in y* Chappell ij\" 
In the accounts for the following year made for the chamber- 
lains by John Shakspeyr and John Tyler, and presented on 
March 21st, 1565, is entered a payment of two shillings '' for 
takynge doune y* rood loft in y* Chapell." John Shakespeare 
was present as chief-alderman on October 10th, 1571, when 
an order was made for the sale of certain copes and vestments 
of which an inventory is given in the report of the proceedings 
of the coimciL^ His Puritanism has been deduced mainly 
from an assumed approval of the above proceedings and from 
the apparent commencement of his financial troubles at about 
the time of the extension to the Puritans of the persecution 
previously directed against recusant Catholics. 

> Beyd. T. Carter, Shaketpeare Puritan and Rectuant, p. 32; Bevd. H. 
Rebastian Bowden, The Religion of Shakespeare, p. 71 ; Joaepb GiUow, A 
Literary and Biographical History of the English Catholics^ v. 498. 

' Stratford Corporation Records, Council Booh A, 
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It is unknown whether John Shakespeare's conformity 
was in accordance with his real opinions or merely an 
outward deference imposed by the necessities of his official 
and commercial position ; but the latter hypothesis seems to 
be accepted by tiiose who assert that he remained true to the 
old faith. It is pointed out by Dr. Sidney Lee that '^ The 
circumstance that he was the first bailiff to encourage actors 
to visit Stratford is . . . conclusive proof that his religion was 
not that of the contemporary Puritan, whose hostility to all 
forms of dramatic representations was one of his most per- 
sistent characteristics."^ Under 1 Eliz. c. 2, John Shake- 
speare, either as a Catholic or Puritan recusant, would have 
incurred a fine of twelve pence for non-attendance at church 
services on Sunday or a Holy-day, and under 23 Eliz. c. 1, a 
penalty of £20 for every month of entire absence from the 
services. Committal to prison followed a refusal to pay the 
fines or to conform. Continued recusancy would therefore 
have brought complete financial ruin and loss of liberty upon 
John Shakespeare; but there is no evidence that these 
penalties were enforced, and there does not appear to have 
been any reason for making an exception in his case, had they 
been incurred.^ In 1592 he was returned as a recusant who 
had been '^ heart ofore presented for not comminge monethlie 
to the Church ; " he is, however, included with those of whom 
" it is said that these last nine coom not to church for fear of 
process for debtte." ^ What is probably the true explanation 
is thus furnished by the only authentic document now extant 
bearing upon this part of the subject. Under an order made 
on September 29th, 1557, penalties were incurred also by 
<< every alderman and capytall burgese" for non-attendance 
at the Council meetings. On November 19th, 1578, it was 
ordered 'Hhat every alderman and burgess that hath made 
default not comminge to this Hall according to the order shall 
paye their amerciament." John Shakespeare was not present 

^ Lt/e, pp. 10-1. See aleo Appendix, No. XXXVI. 
2 But see OtUlinei, ii. 397, note 396. 

' For further obeervationB upon John Shakespeare's euppoaed recusancy, see 
Appendix, No. XXV. 
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at this meeting, and rarely attended afterwards, yet there is no 
proof that he paid any of these fines. The frequent proceed- 
ings in the Court of Becord in which his name occurs appear 
to have been connected with ordinary business litigation, and 
there is no proof that the enforcement of any of the above 
mentioned penalties affected his commercial stability, or that 
any of his property was mortgaged to evade the consequences 
of his presumed recusancy. 

If money was borrowed upon the security of the houses in 
Henley Street, redemption must have followed, for they were 
in his possession in 1596-7, and were ultimately inherited by 
his eldest son. The suggested possibility that John Shakespeare 
found it necessary by means of fictitious mortgages to secure 
his possessions against the fines imposed upon recusants ^ will 
not account for his diflSculties. When he tendered payment of 
the £40 borrowed upon the security of Asbies, the mortgagee 
refused to give up the estate on the plea that other sums were 
due ; ^ and the following appears in a list of debts in the will, 
dated November 14th, 1578, of Eoger Saddelor of Stratford- 
upon-Avon, baker: "Debtes w*'^* are owinge imto me . . . 
Item of Edmonde Lambarte and . . . Comishe, for the debte 
of Mr. John Shaksper, v."." ^ In a Controlment Eoll dated 
29 Eliz. (1586) John Shakespeare, who became bail for one 
Michael Price of Stratford-upon-Avon, tinker, is described as 
a glover.^ The omission of his trade from the last entry in 
which his name appears in the register of the local Court of 
Becord, in March 1594-5, has been regarded as an indication 
that he was not then actively engaged in business. In a bill 
filed in 1597 for the recovery of lie mortgaged property of 
Asbies, John Shakespeare alleged that John Lambert " ys of 
greate wealthe and abilitie," and that he and his wife '* are of 
small wealthe, and verey fewe frends and alyance in the said 

* Rovd. T. Carter, ShaJceipeare Puritan and Beetuant, pp. 95-108. 
« See coijy of "Replication," OuUinegj iL 16. 

' The will, whioh was proved January 17th, 1578-9, is at the Principal 
Registry, Somerset House, No. 1, Bdhm. 

* Outline^ ii. 241. See Appendix, No. XLI., for a reference to John 
Shakespeare as a GloTer. 
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countie" [Warwick].^ He is described as a Yeoman in the 
conveyance of the strip of land in Henley Street to George 
Badger in January 1596-7. Whether John Shakespeare was 
unfortunate in business or persecuted on account of religious 
opinions which were objectionable to the authorities, he does 
not appear to have forfeited the good opinion of his fellow- 
townsmen, for he was not removed from his position as alder- 
man imtil 1586, when the reason assigned was that he ** dothe 
not come to the Halles when • . . warned nor hath done of 
long tyme." Almost up to the end of his life he was em- 
ployed in business matters in the town and occasionally served 
as juror in the Court of Record. In 1592 he valued estates for 
probate or administration purposes, and in 1601 he assisted in 
the preparation of suggestions for coimsel in an action which 
was brought against the Corporation. In view of the whole of 
the known circumstances it does not appear to be necessary to 
question the truth of the statement made in the recusancy 
return of 1592, or to go beyond it in search of an explanation 
of John Shakespeare's difficulties. Apart from the desire to 
claim him as an adherent of one or other of the sects perse- 
cuted by the Queen, and so to justify the assumption that his 
eldest son was at an early age brought under the influence of 
certain doctrinal teaching, it is doubtful whether the father's 
misfortunes would have been so persistently attributed to that 
cause. 

In spite of his frequent employment in the preparation 
of accounts and other matters in which the art of writing 
appears to have been almost indispensable, his ability to write 
his own name has been questioned. He frequently signed 
with a mark, and there is no docimient which can with cer- 
tainty be said to have been written by him. It is, however, 
probable that not only was he expert in the use of counters, 
then an ordinary method of reckoning, but that some of 
the Chamberlain's accounts are in his handwriting. The 
heading of the account for 1566, after the conclusion of his 
period of service in that office, is as follows : " The Accompt 

» A copy of the BiU is given in OuUinei, ii. H-5. 
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of William Tylor and William Smythe, chamburlens, made by 
John Shakspeyr." 

John Shakespeare was buried at Stratford-upon-Avon on 
September 8th, 1601. His circumstances at that time are not 
known, and, so far as can be ascertained, he made no will or 
other disposition of his real property or effects, and there is no 
record at the Worcester Probate Registry of a grant of ad- 
ministration. His eldest son's position, however, justifies the 
assumption that financial anxieties had ceased to exist long 
before his death.^ 

Much of the litigation in which the poet's father is sup- 
posed to have been concerned, and upon which the ideas as to 
his embarrassed condition are partly based, is considered by 
some writers to have been connected with the affairs of one 
John Shakespeare, a shoemaker who resided at Stratford from 
1584 ^ until 1594 But this John was elected ale-taster in 1585 
and constable in 1586, and it is unlikely that he would have 
attained either position had he been in difficulties. In the 
Chamberlain's accounts for 1586 there occurs an entry of the 
receipt of thirty shillings from ^ Shakspeare the Shumaker for 
his freedom the xix. day of January." It has been pointed 
out by Dr. Sidney Lee that in the year 1592 he was Master of 
the Shoemakers' Company and probably therefore in a good 
position.^ 

William, the eldest son of John Shakespeare, was baptized 
in the parish church of Stratford-upon-Avon on April 26th, 
1564. The date of his birth is not known, but it is popularly 
supposed to have been April 23rd, and the anniversary is 
commemorated on the festival of Saint George the Martyr. 
Beyond the local tradition that Shakespeare was educated at 
the Grammar School of King Edward the Sixth at Stratford, 
there is no information as to his school days. The education 
was free and, for that time, good of its kind, and it is unlikely 

> For an aUngion to John Shakeepeare from tho Plume MSS., Boe Appendix, 
No. XU. 

« Bfarriap^e, November 25th, 1584, " John Shakapere and Margery Roberts." 
Stratford-npon-Avon Parish Kegiater. 

» Life, pp. 12-3. 
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that John Shakespeare neglected to give his eldest son the 
benefit of it. It is supposed that he was received into the 
school in his eighth year and remained until he was fourteen ; 
but even if the period was still more limited, the possession of 
great intelligence and a retentive memory renders it almost 
certain that he made some progress in Latin, if not in other 
subjects, before the traditional early withdrawal. The masters 
at the Grammar School during the time that Shakespeare was 
probably a scholar there were Walter Eoche, B.A., and his 
successor Simon Hunt, B.A., whose appointment in October 
1571 is thus recorded in the register of the Bishop of Worcester, 
by whom licences to teach in the parishes in his diocese were 
at that time issued : ^^ xxix die ejusdem mensis &c. anno pre- 
dicto emanavit licencia Simoni Hunt in artibus bacch. docendi 
literas instruendi pueros in schola grammaticali in villa de 
Stratford super Avon." ^ Another licence for teaching in the 
same town was granted on January 31st, 1581-2, but neither 
the name of the teacher nor of the school is recorded.^ Thomas 
Hunt is said to have been a master from 1572 to 1577 : ^ I have 
not been able to verify this statement. In referring to Lud- 
dington, Halliwell-Phillipps says: "Thomas Hunt, who had 
been one of the masters of the Stratford Grammar School during 
the poet's boyhood, is noticed as having been its curate in 1584, 
in which year he was suspended for open contumacy." * Thomas 
Jenkins is also named as a master " about the year 1577. . . . 
It appears from a receipt in the possession of Eobert Wheler, 
Esq., that on the 9th July 1579 Thomas Jenkins ' departed 
from this school ' on receiving £6 from John Cottom of London, 
by whom he was succeeded in the mastership." * Simon Hunt 
of Stratford-upon-Avon, probably the schoolmaster above men- 
tioned, died in or before the year 1598, and administration of 
his estate was granted on May 3rd of that year to Thomas 
Harward of Hewell in the psjish of Tardebigg, gentleman. 

' Register of Bishop BulUngham, folio 5a, Diocesan Registry, Worcester. 

« Register of Bishop WhitgSt, folio 416. 

' Kevd. T. Garter, Bhaketpeare^ Puritan and Beeuiafd, p. 182. 

« OtUlines, ii. 364, note 299. 

^ TeroenUnary Volumef Stratford-npon-Afon Grammar School, 1853, p. 37. 
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Hnnt does not appear to have been a householder at the time 
of his death, as the items in the inventory of his estate consist 
of two sums of twenty pounds in the hands of Henry Morgan 
and one of sixty pounds in the hands of William Harwood.^ 
One Richard Hunt was cited to appear before the Consistory 
Court at Worcester on June 14th9 1616, for teaching without 
licence at Stratford.^ 

Shakespeare's supposed early withdrawal from school may 
have been due to a demand for his assistance at home, as 
recorded by Rowe, or to the necessity that he should earn 
his own living. Upon this period of his life a dim light 
is thrown by the traditions of certain avocations in which 
he is said to have been engaged and of escapades which are 
alleged to have brought these attempts at usefulness to a 
close. 

Shakespeare's occupation is omitted from the marriage 
licence bond — an omission not unusual, for, taking fifty of 
the bonds executed in the years 1582 and 1583 in which 
the bridegroom is not described as a surety, we find three 
only in which the information is given. In these cases the 
terms " clerk " and '* gentleman " sufficiently account for the 
distinction. In the absence of better sources of information 
as to his youthful employments, it is necessary to consider 
the reports of the earlier writers who, upon this subject 
unusufiily communicative, have left the modem enquirer a 
choice from such avocations as butcher, schoolmaster, and 
wool-dealer. Both Aubrey and Rowe agree as to his early 
initiation into his father's business, though they differ as to 
the exact nature of it ; but in Shakespeare's day the dealing 
in wool and the slaughtering of animals were so closely allied 
that this want of agreement may be attributed to natural 
variations of the same tradition. So far as can be ascertained 
from these sources, Shakespeare's ** father was a butcher and 
• . . when he was a boy he exercised his father's trade, but 
when he kill'd a calfe he would doe it in a high style, and 

' Probate ReRistry, Woroeiter. 

' FMtoiion .Bbofc, Diooeaan BegiBtry, Worcester. 
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make a speech ... he had been in his younger yeares a 
schoolmaster in the country " {Aubrey). " He was apprenticed 
to a butcher and . . . run from his master to London" 
{Dowdall)} "His father, who was a considerable dealer in 
wool, could give him no better education than his own employ- 
ment " {Rome). Whether he was apprenticed to this trade or 
assisted in it as one of the branches of his father's farming, 
wool-dealing, or gloving business, there can be little doubt as 
to Shakespeare's youthful acquaintance with the practical 
work of the slaughter-house. Halliwell-Phillipps says the 
butchers of Stratford-upon-Avon then "largely represented 
the wealth and commercial intelligence of the town." * 

The period of Shakespeare's service with his father, which, 
according to Eowe, commenced when he left school, would 
give but little time, especially if he went to London at the 
age of eighteen,^ for other employments at Stratford, except 
perhaps such as offered when John Shakespeare's diminishing 
business no longer needed his assistance. Whether his efforts 
to earn a living at Stratford included the experience as a 
schoolmaster reported by Aubrey remains uncertain. It has 
been considered possible that " on first leaving Stratford he 
found some such employment in a neighbouring village."* 
But Dowdall's report that the poet left Stratford for London 
" and there was received into the playhouse " is against this 
supposition. Moreover, if one of the alleged causes of his 
departure be true, the vicinity of Stratford would not have 
afforded a safe refuge from such an enemy as the powerful 
Lucy, whose influence extended far enough to prevent the 
fugitive from obtaining employment in Warwickshire or, 
perhaps, in the adjoining counties. At a greater distance from 
home the natural suspicion attaching to a stranger who could 
give no good account of himself would, in those days, have 
made it difficult to obtain a post as teacher. While neither 
date nor place can be assigned with certainty, it is probable 

^ 8cc remarks on DowdaU's letter, Appendix, No. XXX. 

' Outtines, L 58. 

' Aubrey. 

* Sidney Loe, A Life of William Shakespeare^ p. 29. 
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that Shakespeare's employment as a teacher was one of the 
early attempts to make use of whatever knowledge of Latin or 
English he had acquired at schooL 

The supposition that Shakespeare's knowledge of the law 
was gained by professional experience rests largely upon the 
assumption that the familiarity shown by frequent and apt use 
of legal phrases could have been gained in no other way. Li 
commenting upon the belief that the poet had been an 
attorney's clerk, Dr. Fumivall says : *' that he was so at one 
time of his life, I, as a lawyer, have no doubt. Of the details 
of no profession does he show such an intimate acquaintance 
as he does of law." ^ 

Lord Campbell says : " Great as is the knowledge of law 
which Shakespeare's writings display, and familiar as he 
appears to have been with all its forms and proceedings, 
the whole of this would easily be accounted for if for some 
years he had occupied a desk in the office of a country attorney 
in good business, — attending sessions and assizes, — keeping 
leets and law days, &c.," ^ and he mentions five years as the 
time in which such a knowledge might have been gained. It 
is not improbable that, among the schemes for his eldest son's 
future,^ John Shakespeare considered the law a more suitable 
and lucrative calling than a share in his own business ; and the 
ex-high-bailiff would have had little difficulty in placing his 
son with one of the attorneys known to have been in practice 
in Stratford,^ of whom Malone gives the names of six in 
addition to that of Henry Rogers, the Town Clerk.'^ But at 
the time when Shakespeare is supposed to have been taken 
from school his father appears to have been already in diffi- 
culties. Asbies had been mortgaged, and some property at 

' Introduction to the Boyal Shaktpere, p. rii. Soe alao Malone, The lA/e 
of WUliam Shdkmeare^ 1821, p. 108 ; and Drake, 8hdk§peare atid Hi§ Time$, i. 43. 

* Shak69pear&$ Legal AogpUremenU Coneidered, p. 22. 

* William Shakcapcare naying no proepeot of a Uniyersitv degree to help 
promotion, the Chnron in its then crippled state would not haye commendea 
itself to Jdm Shakespeare, who knew the condition of many of the oonntry 
clergy, of which the almost menial position of the yicar of the neighbouring 
parish of Gharleoote furnished an example. See -Appendix, No. XXX VIL 

* A Court of Record was held there once a fortnight. 

* Wmiam Shdktpeare, 1821, pp. 107-8. 
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Snitterfield was soon afterwards sold, so that any project he 
may have entertained for his son's advancementy such as a 
regular professional training, had no doubt been abandoned. 

There was hardly sufficient time between the dates of Shake- 
speare's leaving school and of his departure from Stratford for 
the apprenticeship considered by Lord Campbell to have been 
necessary for the attainment of his knowledge of the law ; still 
a shorter period of service in a more humble capacity with some 
attorney at Stratford-upon-Avon may be added to the possible 
avocations with which Shakespeare amused himself and vexed 
his employers before leaving his native town. Moreover, any 
acquaintance with legal terms and procedure obtained at 
Stratford may well have been supplemented during his early 
years in London, where he had ample time to acquire a know- 
ledge of these and other subjects upon which, though in a lesser 
degree, he was well informed, and to which the argument of 
practical experience might also be applied. Mr. J. Churton 
Collins says : ^' Perhaps the simplest solution of the problem 
is, to accept the hypothesis that in early life he was in an 
attorney's office ; that he there contracted a love for the law 
which never left him; that as a young man in London, he 
continued to study or dabble in it for his amusement, to stroll 
in leisure hours into the Courts and to frequent the society of 
lawyers." ^ It has been thought that Nash's allusion to those 
" who leave the trade of Noverint ^ whereto they were borne " ' 
pointed at Shakespeare; but there is some doubt as to who 
were the subjects of this satire. 

It is not unlikely that each of the occupations named by 
Aubrey, Rowe, and others was tried ; there is, however, little 
to indicate the order of their occurrence or the circumstances 
in which the changes were made. Aubrey's statement that 
Shakespeare had been in his younger years a schoolmaster in 
the country, as well as the likelihood that his unusual mental 
capacity had attracted the attention of his tutors and led to his 
selection as such, is favourable to the hypothesis that he was 

^ Studies in Shdhespeare, p. 240. * The Legal Piofeadon. 

' Greene's Menaphon^ 1589. 
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employed as a teacher at the Stratford Grammar School ^ before 
his removal thence to assist his father.^ When the business 
at Henley Street became unremunerative or for some other 
reason was abandoned by John Shakespeare, an attempt to turn 
his son's clerkly accomplishments to profitable account may 
have given the youth some experience of the law in an 
attorney's o£Bce. With no special qualifications other than 
intelligence and a fair education for the above mentioned 
employments, and but little inclination for them by reason of 
a dislike to the restraint they imposed, he probably played 
with all after the manner of the traditional calf-killing, tiring 
of each as his brain matured and his mind expanded. At last, 
it would seem, he adopted a calling which enabled him to 
make a fortune and, incidentally, to develop one side of his 
genius. 

At this period of his life it is not unlikely that much of 
the energy, ability, and force of character that were after- 
wards effectively directed to more serious affairs found an 
outlet in field-sports and made him a leader in the mischief 
of which traditions are still preserved at Stratford. None of 
the escapades coupled with his name, such as the poaching 
exploits, appears to be inconsistent with the little that is 
known of him. It is not improbable that the wilfulness of 
youth led him from one adventure to another until some 
daring feats, of which raiding of Sir Thomas Lucy's game ^ is 
said to have formed part, brought him into conflict with an 
adversary against whom all his wit and audacity were of no 
avaiL 

It is perhaps not well to place too much reliance upon 
some of the traditions; yet the humiliating experiences 
mentioned by Davies ^ may also be true of Shakespeare's youth. 
In the absence, however, of more convincing evidence than 

> <* Possibly A-B-C-dariuB or pupil teacher.*' See Dr. FnmiyaU's Intro- 
dnotion to the Boyol ShakiperSy p. yii. 

' Rowe. 

3 Bat see Mrs. 0. 0. Stopes, *" Jnstioe Shallow," Fortnighay lieoimff, 
February 1903. 

« See p. 74. 

I 
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has hitherto been brought forward, these and other incidents 
of a like kind recorded by tradition should be regarded as 
manifestations of youthful high spirits. They may be associated 
with the period which came to a close at the time described 
by Aubrey as ^' about eighteen " rather than the more mature 
age founded upon extreme readings of Eowe's account The 
longer he remained at Stratford under such conditions the less 
would become his chances of release from them, and the more 
restricted the time for that great change in his fortunes which 
has much enhanced the mystery of his life. The adoption of 
Aubrey's account would render unnecessary many of the 
speculations as to a state of affairs created almost entirely by 
the modem tendency to increase the interval between the 
marriage and the departure for London. 

On the subject of Shakespeare's marriage, tradition gives 
only the name of the bride and an unsatisfactory reference 
to her parentage. She was probably a daughter or sister of 
Bichard Hathaway of Shottery, who died in 1581. There is 
no proof of the performance of the ceremony, which, however, 
probably followed closely upon the issue of the licence; for 
the trouble of obtaining it, as well as other attendant circum- 
stances, may be regarded as indicating that one of the parties 
was anxious that there should be no delay ; and there is no 
evidence that Shakespeare desired to postpone it. If he 
married before leaving Stratford, the ceremony was probably 
performed in one of the neighbouring churches in which the 
registers have not been preserved, and of these the claims of 
Temple Grafton and Luddington are perhaps stronger than 
others. K he had already left his home and was travelling 
with a company of players, the marriage may have been the 
object of a visit to some convenient place in the old diocese 
of Worcester agreed upon for the purpose. The possibility of 
a personal application for the licence at the Worcester Begistry 
lends some support to the hypothesis that the church of Saint 
Martin in that city was selected. No other information than 
that given by Eowe throws any light upon the question of 
Shakespeare's residence at the date of the licence, but it 
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appears to be generally taken for granted that he had not 
then left Stratford, an assumption which neither the peculiar 
wording of the licence bond nor any other evidence, taken by 
itself, is sufficiently strong to negative. Stratford and London 
are the only places at which it is now known that Shakespeare 
had either a temporary or permanent abode. 

There is no improbability in any of the reasons which have 
been assigned for Shakespeare's departure from Stratford, such 
as threatened loss of liberty as a result of the Lucy prosecu- 
tion, a desire to be rid of disagreeable associations, dissatis- 
faction with the reduced position of his family, his own poverty 
and poor prospects, the expectation of assistance from friends 
in London, a preference for the actor's roving life, or the con- 
sciousness of powers which, with fitting opportunities, would 
enable him to realize youthful dreams of wealth and social 
position. Any of these motives would exercise as powerful an 
influence at eighteen as at the other ages which have been 
read into Bowe's statement. 

Among other talents Shakespeare seems to have possessed 
the faculty — ^not always associated with genius — which makes 
for success in life. Even at the age of eighteen he may have 
had sufficient foresight to weigh his chances and to see that 
in the ordinary course of affairs he had little prospect at Strat- 
ford of advancement in trade or the distinction of being the 
second of his family to occupy the bailiff's chair. There 
appears to have been little in the condition of his father's 
affairs at that time to induce Shakespeare to enter upon a similar 
career, even if the opportunity had presented itself. More 
than one avocation had probably been tried and abandoned ; 
he was pledged, if not formally contracted, to marry Anne 
Hathaway; and the prospect of parental responsibilities and 
the necessity of more adequate means of support than the 
earnings of an apprentice provided urgent reasons for a change. 
To such a man the position would become intolerable ; and 
having before him the example of others who had made a 
fortune in London, it was but natural that he should turn his 
thoughts in that direction. 
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The more trustworthy of the traditions and the weight of 
probability are in favour of the correctness of Aubrey's guess 
that Shakespeare left for London at ^^ about eighteen"; and 
the circumstances of his marriage render it exceedingly 
probable that the departure took place before or soon after 
the date of the licence, November 27th, 1582. It is thought 
by some writers that in furtherance of his plans he took 
advantage of the visit of a company of players to Stratford, 
a course not unlikely to have been adopted both for con- 
cealment, if necessary, and for the protection afforded by 
association with men accustomed to the vicissitudes and 
dangers of the road in his days. That convenient opportuni- 
ties were not wanting is proved by entries in the Corporation 
accounts. Thus we read : " Payed to Henry Bussell for the 
Earl of Worcester's players v*." This item appears, without 
date, in the account for the year ending Michaelmas 1582; 
but, as it is near the end, the payment may have been made 
during the summer or autumn of that year. Entries of the 
same kind appear in the account for the following year : 
" Payd to Mr. Alderman that he layd downe to y* lord Bartlite ^ 
his players and to a preacher v**"; "Payd to the lord San- 
dowes^ players iij* iv*'." 

Whether Shakespeare had so far transgressed the law as to 
render himself liable to arrest is uncertain ; but in any case no 
serious attempt to capture him could have been made at the 
instance of Sir Thomas Lucy. The metropolis would have been 
an insecure hiding-place, even for one under an assumed name, 
for Lucy's influence was great. Shakespeare's absence from 
Stratford therefore probably mitigated any resentment his 
conduct |nay have aroused. 

The marriage and the departure from Stratford were 
separated by no long interval ; and it is doubtful whether 
the union was for many years followed by more than a com- 
panionship too intermittent to render the matrimonial yoke 
unduly galling, even to a man of Shakespeare's temperament 
The primary necessity for the separation and, after that, the 
^ Berkeley. ' Ohandoe. 
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exigencies of his calling sufficiently account for frequent and 
sometimes considerable periods of absence. It is not necessary 
to adduce such reasons as the domestic unhappiness and aliena- 
tion which are prominent among the occurrences supposed to 
have made it inconvenient for him to remain at home, but which 
do not appear to be based upon anything more tangible than 
possible disparity in age and certain casual references in his 
writings. Such a state of affairs, if it had any existence, was 
less likely to have been caused by early discovered incompati- 
bility than by some of the incidents of the free life with which 
his profession would soon make him familiar. 

It may be that for some time after Shakespeare's arrival in 
London, perhaps until success had assisted in removing some 
of the objections to his calling, the prejudices of friends to 
whom his connection with the stage was not acceptable inter- 
fered with the maintenance of family intercourse closer than 
might be permitted by the travels of his company into 
Warwickshire or necessitated by a demand for his presence 
at home. But it is difficult to believe that he was wanting in 
natural affection or that in quest of pleasure, position, or 
wealth he for many years deliberately severed all connection 
with his parents, wife, and children.^ That his short experi- 
ence of married life led to complete alienation is equally im- 
probable. If he had no definite plans on arriving in London, 
he may at first have intended that his wife should join him 
there; but his adoption of the stage as a profession and 
the wandering life it entailed were good reasons for leaving 
her at Stratford, where neither protection nor aid would be 
wanting. 

Little can be gained by discussing the position of Shake- 
speare's family at a time concerning which all this doubt exists, 
or by speculating upon the difficulties supposed to have been 
due to his inability to provide for his wife and children diuring 
a non-productive period of his London career. The uncertainty 

^ '' He that hath Wife and Children, hath given hostages to Fortune, for they 
are impediments to groat entorprises, either of Vcrtuc or Mischief.*' Baoon*s 
Etnyi or Oomidt CivU and Mond : Of Marriage and Single Life, 1680 edition, 
p.^TiiL 
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respecting both Anne Hathaway's parentage and the circum- 
stances under which the marriage took place make it impossible 
to form any correct idea as to her position. Whether she was 
the Agnes named in Bichard Hathaway's will, and entitled on 
her marriage with Shakespeare to the legacy of £6 138. 4d.y or 
whether she was his sister and had her own portion from their 
father is not known. But Aubrey's statement that the poet 
removed to London at about the age of eighteen, as well as 
the favourable conditions indicated by his rapid advance to 
prosperity, renders it probable that, at least during the latter 
part of the time in which he is assumed to have been struggling 
to support the family at Stratford, he had succeeded as an actor 
in London and was in a position to maintain in comfort all who 
were dependent upon him. There is not the slightest reason 
to hold that he was either unmindful of his duty in this respect 
or too poor to perform it, despite the popular notions as to his 
destitute condition for some years after his marriage, and neglect 
of family obligations during his early years in London* 

There is no indication that Shakespeare was accompanied 
by his wife or was afterwards joined by her. The baptisms of 
his children at Stratford point to the conclusion that his wife 
remained there, and there are but few evidences of communica- 
tion with his family for a period of fifteen years after the date 
of the marriage licence. Against Bowe's assertion that he 
remained at Stratford for some time after his marriage may be 
placed Aubrey's guess, that he left at about the age of eighteen. 
The births of his children afford some proof of visits at unknown 
intervals between the summer of 1582 and February 1584-5 ; 
the Lambert negotiations point to a communication with his 
parents in 1587 ; and tradition says that he visited Stratford 
once a year. This bare recital is, strangely enough, supposed 
to give the whole history of Shakespeare's connection with that 
place from the date of his departure until 1596. It would be 
as reasonable to assert that he was absent from his son's funeral 
because no statement of his presence now survives as to assume 
that his visits to Stratford during the period in question were 
limited to those which have been so sparingly recorded. 
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Whether or not mere chance or a preference for the stage 
finally determined Shakespeare's choice of a profession, it 
seems probable that his first experience in acting was not 
gained in London, and that an acquaintance with players 
during their visits to Stratford gave him opportunities for 
acquiring a knowledge of the business of the theatre and 
originated the idea of his becoming an actor. Such an initia- 
tion would readily lead to regular employment of the kind 
when it suited his purpose to seek it. The attempt to gratify 
a youthful inclination would promise better chances of success 
at the age of eighteen, through a regular apprenticeship or 
such other means as were then open to aspirants, than when 
the lapse of three or four years had made it difficult for him 
to obtain admission to a company in a position acceptable to 
himself and the older players. 

Li Shakespeare's first attempt to earn a livelihood in London, 
his position and prospects would, for a time at least, depend 
upon the circumstances under which he left Stratford. If he 
made the change with the avowed intention of becoming an 
actor, it is not likely that either his relatives at Stratford or 
their friends in London encouraged this choice of a then dis- 
creditable calling.^ Among these friends may be named Richard 
Field, who is referred to in the following entry in the Stationers' 
register: "x** die August [1579] Richard ffeylde, sonne of 
Henry ffeilde of Stratford uppon Aven in the Countye of 
Warwick Tanner: Hath put himself Apprentis to George 
Byshop, citizen, and Staconer of London for vij. yeres from 
Michaelmas next, ij* vi^." 

"It is agreed yat this Apprentis shall serve y* first vj 
yeres of his apprentiship with y* said VautroUier to learne y' 
art of printinge, and y* vij**" yere with y* said G. Bisshop." ^ 

Richard Field became a freeman of the city in 1587, and 

' Seo 14 Eliz. c. 5, in which Act ** Common players in enterladofl" are claised 
with ro^es, vagabonds, and sturdy beggars. By 39 Eiiz. c. 4, an exocption was 
made in favour of players *' belonginge to any Baron of this Beabno, or any other 
honoorablo personage of greater degree, to be authorized to play under tho hand 
and Seale of Armes of such Baron or Personage." 

* Arbcr*B Transcripts of the Stationers* Bejgisters, ii. 93. 
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printed Shakespeare's Ventis and Adonis in 1593. There were, 
no doubty other Stratford men settled in London at that time 
who might have welcomed Shakespeare on his arrival, if his 
errand had been other than that of obtaining employment in 
the theatre. Aid in this direction was more likely to have 
been afforded by his own acquaintances among the strolling 
players who had visited Stratford, or perhaps by Bichard Hatha- 
way the dramatist/ who was probably related to the Shottery 
family ; but Davenant's horse-holding tradition and the '^ mean 
employments " recorded by Dr. Johnson do not indicate that 
Shakespeare received effective assistance from any one on his 
first introduction to the theatre. While this may have been 
obtained under more fietvourable circumstances than those 
described, the general tenor of the traditions points in the 
opposite direction. How Shakespeare fared during the obscure 
period which ended in 1593 is quite unknown, and only the 
sequel reveals anything of the efforts by which he secured a 
prominent position on the stage and prepared himself for 
taking the lead as dramatist. 

The older traditions agree as to his early connection with 
the theatre. Aubrey relates that: "William being inclined 
naturally to poetry and acting, came to London, I guess, about 
eighteen ; and was an actor at one of the playhouses." The 
Eevd. John Ward wrote : " He frequented y* playes all his 
younger time." After an account of the departure from 
Stratford Bowe says: ''It is at this time and upon this 
accident, that he is said to have made his first acquaintance 
with the playhouse. He was receiv'd into the company then 
in being, at first in a very mean rank." Halliwell-Phillipps 
has pointed out that ''James Burbage, the owner of the 
Theatre, rented premises close by Smithfield in which he 
' usually kept horses at liverye for sundry persons.' ... He 
might readily upon this occasion have become acquainted with 
James Burbage at a time when he was desirous of obtaining 

^ See reference to the grant of a marriage licence to a Biobard Hathaway 
of London a week before the date of that granted to Shakespeare, Appendix, 
No. XXI. 
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any kind of situation that presented itself, the tradition lead- 
ing to the inference that he was engaged by the latter to act 
in some equestrian capacity." ^ 

It is probable that from the time of Shakespeare's arrival 
in London in 1582 his energies were devoted to work of some 
kind connected with the theatre, however lowly the beginnings 
may have been. The first authentic report of Shakespeare as 
an actor appears in the accounts of the Treasurer of the 
Chamber for March 1594-5, in which is entered the payment 
of a sum of £20 to William Eempe, William Shakespeare, and 
Richard Burbage, the servants of the Lord Chamberlain, for a 
performance before Queen Elizabeth at Greenwich Palace on 
St. Stephen's day and Innocents' Day 1594. At an earlier 
date, when the company was under the patronage of Lord 
Leicester, Shakespeare was probably a member travelling with 
it to many towns in the Kingdom.^ After several changes, 
King James I. succeeded Lord Hunsdon as patron of the 
company of which Shakespeare continued to be a member. 
The possibility of a visit to Denmark has been suggested by 
the discovery that English actors visited the town of Elsinore 
in 1585 and 1586. The names of several of the actors, including 
Eempe and Poope, are entered in the town records.® The play- 
house at which Shakespeare first found employment is not 
known; but his earlier appearances were probably made at 
" The Theatre " in Shoreditch or " The Curtain " in Moorfields, 
both of which were in existence in the year 1577. The 
''Rose" at Bankside and houses at Newington Butts and 
Blackfriars are also mentioned in connection with his plays. 
The "Globe" theatre, erected by the Burbages in 1598 or 
1599 at Bankside, was for some years from that time occupied 
by Shakespeare's company. In a memorial presented in 1635 
to the Lord Chamberlain by Cuthbert Burbage and Winifred 
Burbage it is stated in reference to this theatre that " to 

> OiUUnei, i. 83-4. 

' See HalliweU-PhiUipps, VitUs of 8hake9pean?$ Company of Aeior»t 1B87. 

' Note$ and QuerieM, October 8l£, 1904, p. 491. 8ee alBO F. G. Fleay, A 
Chroniele Hiitary, p. 92 ; and F. S. Boas, Shak^pere and Hi$ PredeeeBtort, 
p. 107. 
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onrselves wee joyned those deserveing men Shakspere, Hemings, 
Condelly Phillips and others, partners in the profittes of that 
they call the House." ^ There is no mention of this share in 
Shakespeare's will. The Globe was destroyed on June 29th, 
1613, having caught fire during a performance of Henry VIIL 
There are several notices of Shakespeare as actor. Aubrey 
left it on record that he " did act exceedingly well," and com- 
pares him with Ben Jonson who, he adds, " was never a good 
actor." Howe says '* his admirable wit and the natural turn 
of it to the stage, soon distinguish'd him, if not as an extra- 
ordinary actor, yet as an excellent writer. His name is printed, 
as the custom was in those times amongst those of the other 
players, before some old plays, but without any particular 
account of what sort of parts he used to play ; and though I 
have enquired, I could never meet with any further account 
of him this way, than that the top of his performance was his 
own Hamlet.** In Kind Harte's Dreamy Chettle describes one 
of the persons of whom he was writing, probably Shakespeare, 
as being '^Exelent in the quality he professes." We learn 
from Oldys that he acted old men's parts in his own plays, 
and he specifies that of Adam in As You Like It? Shake- 
speare's name is mentioned in the Folio edition of 1623 in a 
list of '^ the principal actors in all these playes." His name 
also appears in the lists of the principal actors who took part in 
the performance of Ben Jonson's Every Man in His Humour 
and The Fall of Sejanus? His playing of "some kingly parts 
in sport " is alluded to in the Scourge of FoUy, by John Davies 
of Hereford, published in 1610.* 

We know too little about Shakespeare at the date of his 
departure from Stratford to form any clear idea as to how far 
he had been prepared by education or experience for the work 
that led up to the Venus and Adonis of 1593, or to decide 
whether the time allowed by the later dates named for the 

> Public Record Office. 8ee also OutlineSy i. 317. 

* A Literary Antiquary, " Memoir of WiUiam Oldys," 1862 edition, 
pp. 45-6. See Appendix, No. XXXIX. 

' The former was first acted in 1598 and the latter in 1G03. 

• Epigram 159, p. 76. 
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change was suflScient for the completion of his literary training. 
Due allowance must be made for his possession of gifts which, 
under any circumstances, would have given him great advan- 
tages. But the commencement of a career in London, and the 
direction of his genius, when he was only eighteen, into the 
course it was destined to take, would have been productive of 
widely different results from those attainable after several years 
of such a life as he is generally reputed to have led subsequent 
to his marriage. The value of early experience in a wide field 
of activity, with great facilities for improvements, as against 
something worse than a waste of time in dissipation and a 
struggle against adverse circumstances at Stratford, cannot be 
over-estimated. 

Conjectural dates from 1582 to 1590 are assigned to Shake- 
speare's earliest work in the poems and plays ; but Veivus and 
Adonis was not printed and TitiM Andronicvs does not appear 
to have been produced on the stage until Shakespeare was in 
his thirtieth year. Some earlier signs of skill might reasonably 
be looked for in the case of the genius of whom Aubrey said 
'' he came to London I guesse about eighteen. ... he began 
early to make essays in dramatique poetry." Evidence of a 
more trustworthy kind upon this point is to be desired, still it 
is the best available, and there is no reason to doubt it. The 
envy of a less fortunate author ^ and the patronage of Lord 
Southampton — ^the first recorded signs of success — may have 
been but tardy recognitions of Shakespeare's eminence as play- 
wright and poet ; for his dramas must have become popular 
before Greene's jealousy was excited ; and the printing of his 
first known work gives no clue to the date of its composition. 
Among other causes, this long silence may have been due to 
the means which he had chosen or had been forced by circum- 
gtances to adopt for the exercise of his powers. His first 
corrected or original plays doubtless enjoyed but a fleeting 
popularity and, having served their immediate purpose, escaped 
publication and were soon lost. The earlier poetical exer- 
cises, penned in such leisure as he cared to devote to a then 

* Greene, OroaUworth of WU, 
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unprofitable employment, may have commanded little atten- 
tion beyond his own immediate circle, being lightly prized 
by their writer until their value as a means of securing an 
influential patron occurred to his practical mind. Such aid in 
forwarding schemes of financial and social advancement was 
not beneath his acceptance even at the price of the usual 
servile dedication. Delay may have been due to the want of 
such an education as had been gained by Christopher Marlowe, 
whose case may be cited by way of comparison. He was bom 
in the same year as Shakespeare, and the first part of his 
Tamhurlaine was produced in a London theatre in or before 
the year 1587, one of the dates named for Shakespeare's depar- 
ture from Stratford. But Marlowe won a scholarship from the 
King's Grammar School at Canterbury, where he was educated, 
and he took his B. A. degree in 1583 at Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge.^ His earlier achievement may therefore have been 
due to the fact that the elder Marlowe was more successful as 
a shoemaker than was John. Shakespeare in his commercial 
ventures, and was consequently in a position to give his son 
advantages which were denied to the greater genius — one who 
is said to have left school early and to have been for many 
years compelled to maintain himself by occupations not always 
favourable to literary progress. By some writers he is con- 
sidered fortimate to have escaped the discipline of a university 
training. Yet his great natural powers would soon have enabled 
him to throw off academic trammels. However much the 
absence of such advantages may have impeded his initial pro- 
gress, it must have imposed fewer disabilities as time advanced. 
Leaving to commentators who have made them their 
special subjects the much debated questions as to how far 
his genius dispensed with external aids, what was the extent 
of the learning displayed in his writings, and how correctly 
to interpret Ben Jonson's "small Latine and lesse Greek,'* 
we may safely assume that Shakespeare enjoyed such oppor- 
tunities as were afforded by one of the best provincial 
grammar-schools of his day, and that before he reached the 
' He was killed in a brawl in 1593. 
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age of nineteen he had made considerable progress in all 
that his tutors, or the few books to which he had access, or 
experience of life in a country town could teach him. He had 
also gained that intimate knowledge of nature which con- 
tributed to the charm of his work, and his genius must already 
have begun to manifest itself. These probabilities are too 
great to admit of the opposite assumption that the man who 
had made his mark as a poet and dramatist in 1593 was, at 
whatever date he arrived in London, the uneducated rustic he 
is sometimes depicted. If Aubrey's account be accepted, there 
is little occasion for the surprise often expressed at the sup- 
posed rapid development of the Stratford apprentice into the 
author of Venus and Adonis and Love's Labour* s Lost. Li these 
circumstances, and with the necessary stimidus, Shakespeare's 
genius would account for the quality of his verse in 1593. 

Although he had probably made some progress before 
he left Stratford, much of his skill and of his knowledge 
of life must have been gained between that date and 1593, 
when he had attained a high standard of excellence in poetic 
and c^amatic composition. There is good reason for the belief 
that these powers of expression had been acquired at a much 
earlier date ; and here may be seen the importance of such 
advantages as he would derive from the earlier arrival in 
London, the greater receptivity of mind, and the more ample 
time and opportunities allowed by Aubrey's date. By thus 
extending the period of his literary apprenticeship, nothing is 
taken from the merit of the fine workmanship of which he 
proved himself capable in his command of language and purity 
of style. The reasons advanced for an earlier date than 1593 
for the composition of this poem, of some of the Son/nets, and 
of at least one play indicate the possibility that they were 
written in the later years named for the departure from Strat- 
ford. Some of these reasons and a table of supposed dates are 
given in the Appendix, No. XXXIII. 

Tradition justifies the belief that Shakespeare settled in 
London in or about the year 1582 and that he soon after- 
wards obtained employment on the stage. Access to the 
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society of dramatic writers and their patrons would not long 
be withheld from a man possessing his attractive gifts and 
friendly disposition, eager to make the best use of every oppor- 
tunity that presented itself and of any encouragement or 
assistance received from friends both in his own and higher 
ranks. Mr. J. Churton Collins says: "During his life in 
London he was surrounded with scholars, being on intimate 
terms with one of the profoundest of them, Ben Jonson. He 
breathed, indeed, in an atmosphere of learning."^ Such 
favourable conditions render it a matter for surprise that no 
poem or play from Shakespeare's pen secured permanent record 
until 1593. 

His energies having early been turned to dramatic com- 
position, a new source of profit was added to his earnings as 
an actor, and with it came the temptation to devote his great 
powers almost wholly to the requirements of the company 
with which he was associated. His commanding position in 
the world of letters was probably attained with far less effort 
than was needed to secure the higher emoluments of the stage. 
We may surmise that he was to some extent heedless of the 
great importance of his literary work, valuing it only as a 
means of promoting his social and financial aims. 

With the publication of Shakespeare's first poem com- 
mences that part of his life, extending over a period of twenty- 
three years, with which we are most familiar. Details of the 
history of this period become more numerous, and they provide 
comparatively few subjects for controversy. There are, how- 
ever, many blank pages in the record and wide differences of 
opinion on a variety of matters, including the dates of com- 
position of the plays and poems, the mystery of the Sonnets, 
and the date of his retirement from the stage. For informa- 
tion upon these and other matters properly belonging to the 
department of literary and aesthetic criticism, and therefore 
beyond the scope of this work, the reader is referred to the 
authors who have ably, if not always conclusively, dealt with 
them. Among the many valuable contributions which may be 

> Studiea in Shahetpecare, 1904, p. 36G. 
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studied, it may not be invidious to mention the Lives by 
Steeyens, Malone, Halliwell-Phillipps, Dr. Furuivall, and Dr. 
Sidney Lee, and the various commentaries on the poet and his 
writings by Professor Dowden, Mrs. C. C. Stopes, Professor 
Grervinus, Mr. F. G. Fleay, and Mr. Churton Collins. 

Signs of improvement in Shakespeare's fortunes are not 
long delayed after the first evidences of his success as a 
dramatist and poet. In or before the year 1596 his father 
applied for a coat of arms. The draft grant in Heralds' 
College contains references to ancestors who had been rewarded 
by King Henry YII., but this claim is not supported by any 
known proof, and the name and status of the applicant's father 
are not even given. In the next year an unsuccessful and 
probably final attempt was made to regain possession of the 
Asbies property. John Shakespeare was then advancing in 
years and, notwithstanding his alleged possession of ^Mands 
and tenements of good wealth and substance 500"," as cited in 
memoranda on the draft grant of arms of 1596, was a not very 
prosperous yeoman, who in the following year described him- 
self as ^'of small weal the and verey fewe frendes and alyance 
in the saide countie [of Warwick]." ^ It may therefore be 
assumed that both of these proceedings were instigated and 
financed by his ambitious son with a view to restoring the 
prestige of the family. The purchase of New Place in 1597 
is a further indication that Shakespeare was then in the posses- 
sion of ample means. Dr. Sidney Lee estimates that '^over 
£130 (equal to £1040 of to-day) would be Shakespeare's average 
annual revenue before 1599." * 

Whether Shakespeare or his family commenced to reside 
at New Place soon after his purchase of the property in May 
1597 is uncertain. Thomas Greene, the town-clerk of Stratford, 
wrote in his diary, with reference to a contemplated change 
of residence, " the rather that I percey ved I might stay another 
year at New Place." The date of this memorandimi is Sep- 
tember 9th, 1609, and it is probable that Greene had for some 

* For an expUmation of this plea, see OuUines^ ii. 390, note 368. 
« A Life of William 8hake$peare, p. 199. 
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time been living there with Shakespeare's family or had been 
sole tenant until that date. He was then about to remore 
to his house on the bank of the river Avon, near the northern 
entrance to the churchyard. In referring to this house Halli- 
well-Phillipps says that Greene was certainly residing there 
before June 21st, 1611.^ The additional year at New Place 
mentioned by Greene may point to a continuation of Shake- 
speare's residence in London after an intended retirement from 
the stage in 1609. 

In Langbaine's '^ Lives and Characters of the English 
Dramatic Poets " is the following reference to Shakespeare : 
''I have been told that he writ the scene of the Ghost in 
Hamlet at his house which bordered on the Chamel House and 
Churchyard." ^ It is possible that this means a residence in 
Greene's house long before the purchase of New Place. No 
light is thrown upon the subject by the return of com owned 
by Shakespeare in February 1597-8 in Chapel Street Ward, 
which included New Place. Wheler relates that the Chamel 
House was demolished in 1801.^ The house formerly owned 
by Greene probably stood on the site of one which was taken 
down about the year 1866 by the late Mr. Charles Flower, who 
built his residence, now called " Avon Bank," a few yards to 
the north of it. 

No definite information as to Shakespeare's London resi- 
dences has been obtained. Malone says : ^^ From a paper now 
before me, which formerly belonged to Edward Alleyn the 
player, our poet appears to have lived in Southwark, near the 
Bear Grarden, in 1596." * In or about the year 1598, a William 
Shakspeare was assessed in the sum of 13" 4"^ upon a value 
of £5 in the parish of St. Helen, Bishopsgate.'^ In a letter to 

* Otdlines, i. 226, ii. 377-8. Bee also W. Salt BrasBington, Shake$pear€^9 
Homeiand, pp. 73-5. 

* Gkrard Langbaine the yonnger (1656-1692). The first edition of The 
Live9 was publlBhed in 1691. 

» Hi$tory and AntiquUiei of Stratford^on^Afxm, p. 72. 

* Inmiify into {he AiUhenticUy of Certain Papere, 1796, p. 215. See Dr. 
Famiyall, Intiodnotion to the Boyal Shakipere, p. cxvii. : ** ThiB paper having 
diaappeard, etc." 

» Lay Subflidy BoU, Public Beoord Office. 
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the Athetueimy March 26th, 1904, p. 401, Professor J. W. 
Hales calls attention to the fact that '' on membrane Residuum 
Sussex in the margin of the Roll 41 Eliz. where the name 
William Shakespeare occurs in the margin in a cursive con- 
temporary hand, are the words ^Episcopo Wintonensi,' and 
the obvious interpretation is that the person concerned was 
then living in the Clink in the Bishop of Winchester's liberty 
— ^where the sheriflTs writ would not run, and so it was necessary 
to refer the matter to the bishop." After quoting Malone and 
other authorities he proceeds, '^can there be any reasonable 
doubt that the William Shakspeare mentioned was the great 
dramatist, and that he lived for a time in or near Bishopsgate 
and then for some years at Bankside." 

In the conveyance from William and John Combe in 1602 
and in the precepts of the Addenbrooke suit in 1609 Shake- 
speare is described as of Stratford-upon-Avon, Grentleman. The 
last of his plays was not produced until 1611 or 1612, and he 
purchased a house in Blackfriars in March 1612-13, so that, 
although for some years before that date much of his time was 
probably spent at Stratford, his business interests in London 
were of sufficient importance to require frequent visits until a 
short time before his death. 

The letters written by Shakespeare are as completely lost as 
the manuscripts of his works ; and with the exception of the 
dedications of his first two poems to Lord Southampton, nothing 
from his pen in the nature of an epistle is known to be in 
existence. The one communication addressed to Shakespeare 
now extant relates to a loan required by Richard Quiney, of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, the father of the dramatist's future son- 
in-law : — 

" Loveinge Contreyman I am bolde of yo^ as of a ffrende, 
craveinge yo"^ helpe w*h xxx" vppon m^ Bushells & my 
securytee or m' myttons w^h me m' Rosswell is nott come to 
London as yeate & I have especiall cawse, yo^ shall ffrende me 
muche in helpeinge me out of all the debettes I owe in London 
I thancke god & muche quiet my mynde w^h wolde nott be 
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indebeted I am nowe towardes the Cowrie in hope of answer for 
the dispatche of my Buysenes yo^ shall nether lease creddytt 
nor monney by me the Lorde wyllinge & nowe butt perswade 
yo^selfe soe as I hope & yo^' shall nott need to feare butt w% 
all hartie thanckefullenes I wyll holde my tyme & content yo^ 
ffrende & yf we Bargaine feurther yo^ shalbe the paie m' yo^- 
selfe, my tyme biddes me hasten to an ende & soe I committ 
thys [to] yo'^ care & hope of yo'^ helpe I feare I shall nott be 
backe thys night flfrom the Cowrte. haste the Lorde be w*h 
yo^ & w*h vs all amen / 

ffrom the Bell in Garter Lane the 25 October 1598 /. 

yo"^" in all kyndenes 

Rye. Quyney" 
{Addressed) 

" To my Loveinge good ffrend 
& contreymann m' w°* 
^ s. I Shackespere dlr thees /." 



© 



(The original is in the Birthplace Library.) 



Other references to Shakespeare's business affairs may be 
seen in a correspondence between certain of his Stratford 
friends in the years 1597 and 1598, and in proceedings for the 
recovery of debts in the local Court of Record. The diary of 
Thomas Greene ^ contains entries relating to a matter of some 
importance to the town and to Shakespeare, in which their 
interests do not seem to have been identical : — 

"Jovis, 17 No:, [1614] my Cosen Shakspeare commyng 
yesterday to towne I went to see him how he did, he told me 
that they assured him they ment to inclose noe further then to 
gospell bushe & so upp straight (leavyng out part of the 
djrngles to the ffield) to the gate in Clopton hedge & take in 
Salisburyes peece : and that they meane in Aprill to servey the 
Land & then to gyve satisfaccion & not before & he & Mr. 
Hall say they think there will be nothyng done at all. 

* Stratford Corporation Booords, MittceOaneow DocumenU, VoL 13, 
No. 26a-29. 
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"23 Dec [1614] A. HalL^ L[ett]res wrytten one to Mr. 
MannerTiig another to Mr. Shakspeare with almost all the 
com[panye6] handes to ejrther: I alsoe wrytte of myself to 
my Cosen Shakspeare the Goppyes of all our oathes mde [?] 
then alsoe a not of the Inconrenyences wold g[row] by the 
Inclosure. 

" On Wednesday being the xj"* day [Jan : 1614-15]. 
"At night Mr. Beplingham^ supped w[it]h me & M. W. 
Barnes was to beare him Company where he assured me before 
Mr. Barnes that I should be well dealt w[i]thall confessyng 
former premisses by himself Mr. Manneryng & his agreement 
for me w[i]th my Cosen Shakspeare : 
1615 
14 Aug Mr. Barker dyed. Sept W Shakspeares tellyng 

J Greene that I was not able 
to beare the endoseinge of 
Welcombe." 

The last paragraph has been held to mean that Shakespeare 
was averse to the enclosure of a part of the common-fields at 
Welcombe near Stratford-upon-Avon which had been promoted 
by William Combe ; but a literal, and no doubt the correct read- 
ing of the entry is that it records Thomas Greene's objection 
to the proposed change. The previous paragraphs show that 
Shakespeare's rights had been considered, and his interests 
protected against any damage likely to be caused by the 
proposed enclosure, which, however, met with successful 
opposition.^ 

Until the approach of the closing scenes the remaining 
incidents of Shakespeare's life need no comment, and they are 
briefly related in the next chapter. 

The process of Shakespeare's retirement from active work 
connected with the stage and the transfer of his attention to 
home and other interests at Stratford-upon-Avon were probably 

> A meeting of the Council. Thomas Greeno was Town Clerk. 
' Bcplingham was agent for William Combe, one of the promotura of the 
Welcombe endosuru. )Soe Outlines, iL 394, note 388. 
« See Otfiltrief, i. 2i6-9. 
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gradoaL We may assnme also that they were in part due to 
the necessity for a personal oversight of his estates, an increas- 
ing physical unfitness to continue the arduous duties of his 
calling as an actor, and an inability to enjoy the exhausting 
pleasures of the life associated therewith. It must have been 
some weightier motive than content with the fortune he had 
accumulated or the mere desire for a peaceful life at Stratford 
that caused the successful author and actor to abandon in 
his prime the occupations and pleasures which for more than 
twenty-five years had filled his life. The philosophy and 
insight he could aptly apply to persons and situations created 
by his imagination may, in this instance, have been utilized in 
arriving at a decision. He continued his work as an actor long 
after other sources of income had become available. Although 
many of its associations must have become distasteful, dislike 
for his work on the stage does not alone furnish an adequate 
motive for the surrender, at a comparatively early age, of the 
position he had won by his industry and talents and of the 
society of those by whom he was held in regard. Shakespeare's 
constitution had perhaps not escaped damage from hardships 
suffered during his early employment as a strolling player, for 
which he may have been somewhat unfitted by inherited con- 
stitutional weakness^ or by a gentler nurture than usually fell 
to the lot of those who followed the actor's calling. 

In Shakespeare's will, which was written before January 
25th, 1615-6,^ he is declared to have been ** in perfect health 
and memory, Grod be praysed ; " but, although these words are 
not included among the erasures which appear in the document, 
their correctness as applying to his condition on March 25th may 
be questioned. Halliwell-Phillipps says : ^' It appears from the 
date given to the superscription and from some of the erasures 
in the manuscript itself, that it was a corrected draft ready for 
an engrossment that was to have been signed by the testator 
on Thursday the twenty-fifth of that month," ® and further : 

* See J. p. Niabet, The Imanity of Genius, pp. 147-56. 
» For a copy of the wiU, see Appendix, No. XXXVIII. 
' OuUines, I 252. 
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'' If it be assumed that the poet, on or about the eighteenth of 
January, gave written or oral instructions for his will, making 
arrangements at the same time for its execution. • . • and that, 
in the interval, circumstances induced him to postpone the 
appointment, all the apparently conflicting evidences will be 
reconciled."^ I do not think that this folly explains the 
altered date and other erasures and interlineations, or that 
there is any reason to suppose that a fair copy of the draft was 
not signed by Shakespeare on January 25tL It is unlikely 
that he would have delayed such an important matter for two 
months or that the date would have been inserted until the 
execution had actually been completed. It is therefore pro- 
bable that a will was duly signed on January 25th and that 
on March 25th the testator's desire to alter some of his former 
dispositions was commimicated to his lawyer, together with an 
intimation that expedition was necessary. The execution of 
what I take to be the draft of the January will, altered to meet 
Shakespeare's wishes, nearly three weeks before his death, 
points to the conclusion that some crisis in a disease from 
which he had been suffering rendered that course necessary. 
The fact that it was proved as his last will suggests the further 
probability that there was no other opportunity to obtain his 
signature to a fair copy. It has been suggested that the word 
"January" was inserted in error. If this hypothesis be ac- 
cepted no other explanation is requisite, since it would account 
both for the regnal year being given as the 14th James I.^ 
and for the fact that the day was not altered as well as the 
month. But the insertion of January for March is an error 
not so likely to have been made as that in the regnal year, 
and, moreover, the first interlineation in the will — " in discharge 
of her marriage portion," following a bequest to Shakespeare's 
daughter Judith, points to the conclusion that the marriage 
had not taken place when the draft was prepared. 

No necessity for haste is known to have existed in con- 
nection with the marriage of Judith Shakespeare to Thomas 

> OtUlitiei, li. 891, note 874. 

* January 25th, 1615-0, was in the thirteenth year of James I. 
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Quiney, which took place at Stratford on February 10th, 
1615-6. An entry in the Visitation Book of the Worcester 
Consistory Court records the citation of Quiney and his wife 
for marrying without licence ; but other arrangements for the 
wedding must have been made, for, had the banns not been 
published, that additional breach of the law would have formed 
part of the charge for which the newly married couple were 
cited to appear before the court.^ A short interval between 
two prohibited seasons, from January 13th to 28th, had there- 
fore been allowed to pass without taking advantage of the 
opportunity of marrying after the publication of banns.^ 

The reason for this neglect after the banns had been 
duly published may have been of little importance ; but the 
marriage without licence on February 10th is suggestive of 
haste and requires explanation. It seems to be possible that 
the marriage may at first have been delayed by the oncoming 
of Shakespeare's illness, perhaps in the short time between the 
date of the preparation of the draft will, when he is stated to 
have been in perfect health, and January 28th, the end of the 
period during which marriages could be solemnized without 
licence. The marriage ceremony on February 10th may have 
been performed in compliance with his wish, or on the appear- 
ance of some change, adverse or otherwise, in his condition, 
such consequences as excommunication for marrying without 
licence during a prohibited season being disregarded in the 
emergency. 

It is difiScult on any grounds other than the above to 
account for the haste indicated by this marriage; for the 
parties were of full age, and there was evidently no legal 
objection. The expense of a licence in those days of prosperity 
— very different from the state of affairs in 1582 — could not 
have entered into consideration; there could have been no 
di£Sculty about sureties to the necessary bond ; and no more 
than two days, perhaps less, would have been occupied in 

> In May 1616 Walter Wright of Siratford-npon-ATon was cited for marrjiiig 
without banns or licence. ViBitation Book, Diocesan Registry. Worcester. 
^ ISee p. 67, and Appendix, No. XXYm. 
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obtaining a licence. From a review of the whole of these 
circumstances it would appear probable that Shakespeare's last 
illness was more protracted tlum it is usually believed to have 
been by those who take the assurance of '^ perfect health " to 
refer to the testator's condition on March 25th. Fluctuations in 
a long illness would account for the state of affairs suggested 
by the citation of Quiney and his wife as well as by the 
peculiarities of the will. It is, of course, conceivable that the 
marriage ceremony was postponed for some other reason than 
Shakespeare's illness and that the execution of the will was 
delayed by the postponement of the marriage. This could, 
however, hardly have been the case, for after the ceremony 
nearly six weeks elapsed before the will was signed. 

The case-book kept by Shakespeare's son-in-law, John 
Hall, the physician,^ contains no reference to the illness, and 
the only mention of the cause of death is found in Ward's 
diary : ^ Shakespeare, Drayton and Ben Jonson had a merrie 
meeting and itt seems drank too hard, for Shakespeare died of a 
feavour there contracted." That a meeting of the three friends 
took place at Stratford is not improbable, and excessive con- 
viviality was quite characteristic of such an occasion. It need 
not be questioned that fever was the primary cause of Shake- 
speare's death ; but the ignorance then existing as to the origin 
of such diseases may account for Ward's ascription of it to the 
effects of a carouse, instead of the insanitary conditions with 
which our forefathers seem to have been content. 

Shakespeare died on April 23rd, 1616, and was buried on 
the 26th in the chancel of the parish church of Holy Trinity, 
Stratford-upon-Avon. Affixed to the north wall immediately 
above his grave is the monument, the bust in which is supposed 
to have been executed by Grerard Johnson in or before the 
year 1623. This differs in some important particulars firom 
the representation of it in Dugdale's History of Warwickshirey 
published in 1656, but probably engraved twenty years earlier." 

1 ObtervaiionB on EfMlish botlie$^ firttt toriUeii in Laiiue hy Mr. John BaU. 
TranBlated by James Ck)okc unci published in 1657. 

* Mrs. C. C. Stopes, '* The True Story of the Stratford Bust," The Monthly 
Beviewj April 1904. 
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With Shakespeare's death the male line in direct descent 
from John Shakespeare probably became extinct, the only son 
about whom there is any doubt being Gilbert, the youngest of 
the family. The burial of a Gilbert Shakespeare on February 
3rd, 161^-3, is recorded in the Stratford parish register, but 
the word ^^adolescens" is added to the entry. Halliwell- 
Phillipps says: "In the Coram Rege Bolls, 1597, Gilbert 
Shackspere, who appears as one of the bail in the amount of 
£19 for a clockmaker of Stratford, is described as a haberdasher 
of the parish of St. Bridget ; but as his name does not occur 
in the subsidy-lists of the period, it is not unlikely that he 
was either a partner with, or assistant to, some other tradesman 
of the same occupation."^ In the absence of hb brother 
William he received on his behalf the conveyance of the land 
purchased from the Combes in 1602. His name appears on a 
lease, granted on March 5th, 1609-10, by " Margery Lorde, 
widow, to Bichard Smyth alias Courte butcher." ' Gilbert is 
not named in his brother's will, so probably did not survive 
him. In a note by Oldys it is related that one of Shake- 
speare's brothers, who had lived until after the Bestoration, 
^^ would in his younger days come to London to visit his 
brother Will, as he called him, and be a spectator of him as 
an actor in some of his own plays." ^ This is supposed with 
little probability to refer to Gilbert Shakespeare, whose age 
at the Bestoration would have been ninety-four. 

Anne Shakespeare died in 1623, her son-in-law John Hall, 
the physician, in 1635, and her daughter Susanna Hall in 
1649 : they are buried in the chancel of Stratford church. 
The burials of Shakespeare's father, mother, and son, who all 
predeceased him, are recorded in the Stratford parish register, 
but their graves are not now marked by stones or any other 
means of identification. Shakespeare's daughter Judith Quiney 
died in 1662, having survived her husband ^ and three children. 

> OuUines, ii. 298, note 121. 

* The lease is in the Birthplace Museum. 

' A Literary Antiquary, For a copy of the note, see Appendix, 
No. XXXIX. 

* The date of Thomas Qoiney's death is unknown. 
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His grand-daughter Elizabeth^ who was the last of his descen- 
dants^ married her second husband John Barnard in 1649, and 
died at Abingdon in February 1669-70. The family descent 
from John Shakespeare was continued through his daughter 
Joan Hart, who died in 1646 ; and members of this family 
have been traced down to the nineteenth century.^ 

The lapse of time which is enabling us to recognize more 
clearly the greatness of Shakespeare's intellect has deprived 
us of the* opportimity of gaining that knowledge of his life 
which would permit the formation of a true estimate of his 
personal character. The adverse views founded upon erroneous 
ideas as to the necessity for the licence and as to years of 
dissipation at Stratford after his marriage give way to more 
favourable impressions, it one may accept the new interpreta- 
tion of the licence documents advocated in these pages and 
the substitution of Aubrey's account of the departure from 
Stratford for that ^ven by itowe. Anne Shakespeare shares 
in whatever vindication is afforded by the more favourable 
reading of the whole of the evidence. In spite of all that 
has been said as to the absence of proof of a precontract, no 
valid reason has yet been brought forward to show why the 
usual custom should have been or was departed from in the 
case of William Shakespeare and Anne Hathaway. If they 
were legally contracted, the Ecclesiastical Court could have 
been relied upon to see that Shakespeare did not evade his 
responsibility. If there was no contract, he married her with- 
out legal obligation ; and these unavoidable conclusions should 
be put to their credit. The construction usually placed upon 
the delayed completion of the marriage will also be regarded 
as without justification by all who recognize the former 
existence of ideas of right and wrong different from those 
that constitute the present standard, perceiving that codes of 
morals are subject to the laws of evolution. 

For a much needed confirmation of the statements which 
have been made with reference to the matters under review, 
Shakespeare's plays are sometimes appealed to, and there are 

> G. B. French, ShaJupeareana Oetiealwjica, pp. 397-409. 
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opinions of great weight that some of the Sonnets have a personal 
application. Anthorities, however, are much at variance as to 
the value of his writings in this respect. Although his com- 
paratively few personal experiences were no doubt as freely 
employed as were other incidents recorded in his memory and 
interpreted by a profound knowledge of human nature, no satis- 
factory inference can be drawn from any similarity between 
the subject of some particular passage in his writings and a 
traditional or an imaginary occurrence in his own career/ as, 
for instance, the hazardous conclusion that Prospero's advice to 
Ferdinand ^ was inspired by a reminiscence of one of the poet's 
own indiscretions. Mr. Leslie Stephen says: ^'It is Orsino, 
not his creator, who holds that wives should be younger than 
their husbands, and Shakespeare may not have been thinking 
of Anne Hathaway." ® In the plays lliere are several references 
to contracts of marriage, which on similar grounds might be 
cited as proof that Shakespeare had been one of the principals 
in such a ceremony. Now although there is very little doubt 
that he was contracted to Anne Hathaway, these passages are 
not the kind of evidence upon which that assumption could 
properly be based. Neither the poems nor the plays can 
therefore be relied upon in the attempt to identify incidents 
in which the poet himself playe^ a part or to arrive at a 
correct estimate of his character. Even those passages which 
are regarded as actual confessions^ and appear to confirm 
opinions based on other evidence may tempt the biographer 
to set up a fictitious personality, a danger to which the widely 
different conceptions of Shakespeare evolved from the same 
sources bear witness. To judge from the little we really know 
about Shakespeare, the passages which are usually pointed out 
as containing self-revelations are those which are the laast 
likely to have been written by such a man, especially with the 

1 See p. 101. John Shakespeare's neighboun in Henley Street. 

* The Tempest^ iv. L **If thou dost break." Other parages considered 
to have a like signiflcanoe and frequently qnoted are given in the Appendix, 
No. in. 

' Studies of a Biographer, p. 5. 

* See Samuel Butler, ShaJcetpeare's SonneU Beconfidered, p. 119; G. G. 
Geryinus, Shahei^peare Coinmeiitartes^ p. 33. 
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knowledge that they would be made public. Take, for instance^ 
the complaint concerning the rival poet and the mistress in 
whose fiayour his friend had supplanted him. It probably 
never occurred to the "jovial actor and manager"^ that there 
would be any curiosity, beyond his own time at any rate, about 
his history, his opinions, the development of his genius, or his 
methods of work. And it does not appear to be characteristic 
of this shrewd and capable man, who made a fortune in spite 
of some early disadvantages, that he would have cared to 
satisfy inquisitiveness as to his personal affairs. In no circum- 
stances was he likely to have been tempted to reveal his 
inmost thoughts in the form of the fashionable sonnet for the 
entertainment of his literary acquaintances or of posterity. 

However much we may desire that Shakespeare should be 
made to speak for himself in these matters, the motive for thus 
providing material for his own biography, in confessing to 
some of the greatest defects that have been attributed to him, 
seems to be entirely wanting. The belief that Shakespeare 
suffered years of domestic misery through marrying a woman 
eight years older than himself is based upon the application to 
his case of a general principle as to the results of a disparity in 
age. Beyond the allusions supposed to have been purposely 
inserted in his writings, there is no indication that he played a 
part in such a tragedy. It might be deduced from tiie same 
source, and particularly from passages in Venus and Adonis 
and the Sonnets^ that there are revelations of a side of his 
character which would disentitle him to the sympathy usually 
extended to the sufferer in an ill-assorted marriage. But from 
this point of view we know little of Shakespeare as a youth, 
and not much more after his arrival at man's estate. We 
can only draw inferences, at great risk of error, as to the 
probable result of his being thrown, at the age of eighteen, 
into the company of the patrons and frequenters of the theatres, 
and the actors and the dramatists who wrote for them, many 
notorious for their profligacy, who must for years have been his 
intimate friends and associates. 

^ Emerton. 
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Two extant traditions bearing on the subject, being ill 
anthenticatedy are of little biographical Talue, except perhaps 
as reflections of contemporary tavern gossip. One of these, 
recounting the joke played upon his fellow-actor, Burbage— the 
only anecdote now known to have been related of Shakespeare in 
his lifetime — ^was considered by Manningham to be worthy of 
record in his diary .^ The second, the Davenant scandal, may be 
regarded as the revival of an ancient jest, which, with a change 
in the names of persons and places, served to amuse successiye 
generations. It was perhaps connected with Shakespeare's 
name by the wits of his day upon a report that he was William 
Dayenant's godfather and during his visits to Oxford had a 
preference for the ^mfort and jovial company to be found at the 
Crown Tavern.^ Sir William Davenant's boast, contemptible 
enough if he meant blood-relationship, that he was Shake- 
speare's son, has also given some colour to the story.^ The 
particular reasons given for the supposed discords of Shake- 
speare's married life are insufficient. In the absence of clearer 
evidence of offence on his part or on that of his wife it would 
be unfair to both to take the assumed facts for granted or to 
place much reliance upon the inferences drawn from them. 

There seems little doubt that Shakespeare barred his 
wife's dower as far as he could ; ^ but, as has been suggested 
by Halliwell-Phillipps,^ the state of her health may have 
rendered it necessary that she should be relieved from the 
care of the management of property. The apparent insignifi- 
cance of the only bequest made by Shakespeare to his wife and 
its interlineation in the will, as if an afterthought, are open to 
comment ; ,but the explanation that in his lifetime full pro- 
vision had been made for her comfort will commend itself as 
open to no objection which can be based upon our knowledge 
of the facts. It is difficult to believe that the bequest of the 

^ Diary of JdknManniiigliam, J&ddie^ by John Bruce for the Camden Society, 
p. 39. 

* Formerly 8 Gommarket Street, near Carfax. Sidney Lee, Life, p. 81. 
' See Apuandix, No. L Alao OuUiiieB, i. 215-8. 

* Sidney JLee, Life, p. 274. 

* See a letter from HalliweU-Phillipps to Karl Elze in 8hakeap$ariana 
(New York), vii. 17-8. 



SHAKESPEARE'S RELIGION 141 

** second best bed " was intended for a slight, as is sometimes 
asserted. Even if feelings of dislike had been rankling in his 
mind, it is questionable whether he would have adopted such a 
contemptible method of expressing them. The only tradition 
which indicates Anne Shakespeare's opinion of or regard for 
her husband is that she ^'greatly desired to be buried with 
him." ^ That she played with some discretion her di£3cult part 
in a life-partnership with a man of genius is indicated by the 
probability that if she had been Eatherine's^ prototype her 
name would have figured more prominently in the traditions 
preserved at Stratford. Her interpretation of the references 
in her husband's works which their relationship is supposed to 
have inspired could not have been that of some modem com- 
mentators. A woman of a shrewish or jealous temper, a fault 
to which their supposed estrangement has been attributed, 
would not have remained content in the Stratford home while 
her husband enjoyed life under conditions little calculated to 
assure her of his fidelity. 

There is nothing in Shakespeare's writings to support the 
contention that his early religious training had made him 
either a Boman Catholic or a Puritan, and no trustworthy 
information has been obtained from any other source. The 
allusion to his faith in the prefatory sentences of his will, 
which were those in common use after the Beformation,^ could 
have been consistently used by Puritan or Prelatist. The 
Beyd. Bichard Dayies, a minister of the Church of England, 
who wrote before the year 1708, made the definite statement 
that Shakespeare ** dyed a Papist." This is unsupported by 
any evidence now available; but it may have been based 
upon some local tradition of a death-bed act or request 
prompted by such a re-awakening of early impressions as 
sometimes precedes dissolution. Absolutely nothing is known 
as to how much or what part of the religion taught him in 
the Henley Street home was retained or professed in after 

' BowdaU. See Appendix, Ko. XXX. 
' The Taming of the Shrew, 

* Ck>mpare with the exordium of the wiU of Robert Arden, Appendix, 
NaXXXV, 
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years. He appears to have held himself aloof from the 
religious intrigues and dissensions of his day, his broad mental 
outlook disposing him to give little heed to matters of doc- 
trine and to regard the contending sects with good-natured 
tolerance. His feuniliarity with the language of the English 
Bible has been used as an argument against a Roman Catholic 
training ; but no book to which he had access would have long 
remained closed to him. 

In the conduct of the practical affairs of life he seems to 
have subordinated his genius to the attainment of objects 
among which the making of a great name in literature formed 
an insignificant part, although the publication of poems in 
his own name shows that he was not insensible to the hme 
they might bring. His supposed indifference to the fate of 
his plays and neglect of his financial interest in them appears 
to' be inconsistent with his business habits. If , as is probEtble, 
the plays became the property of his company, his own share 
must have been disposed of before his death, for it is not 
mentioned in the will. That the plays, apart from their stage 
use, were even then of value is evident from the eagerness 
with which unauthorized publication was made in his lifetime ; 
and it is strange that his influence as a prominent member of 
the company was not exercised more effisctively to prevent 
this under the laws then in force, as in the case of some of the 
plays entered in the registers of the Stationers' Company. 
Intentions which, if carried out, would have given us more 
perfect examples of his workmanship may have been frustrated 
by his premature death. 

Some of his traits, both real and imaginary, are considered 
to be out of character with his intellectual greatness, and much 
has been made of his appearance in the Stratford Court of 
Record in the character of suitor ; but poets are not usually — 
there is no reason why they should be — less tenacious of their 
rights than others. There is no more incongruity in the greatest 
of them seeking the aid of the law to recover an overdue malt 
account than, when engaged upon one of his masterpieces, 
considering the tastes of the less refined of playgoers with 
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a shrewd anticipation of the financial results. He shared with 
Bichard Burbage and Edward Alleyn the business ability that 
enabled them to amass wealth by catering for the amusement 
of the public. Lyric and epic poetry were probably neglected 
for this more profitable occupation, and indulged in merely as 
a pastime, or out of deference to the prevailing fEtshion of 
writing sonnets. 

Beyond some little adverse criticism due to professional 
jealousy, the contemporary comments upon Shakespeare were 
in his favour. Ben Jonson, not always an indulgent critic/ 
paid a tribute which is of peculiar value on account of the 
personal knowledge which gave him the right to speak with 
authority. He affords us one of the very rare occasions upon 
which we are allowed to gain a clear view of Shakespeare's 
personality. In his ^^ Timber or Discoveries made upon Men 
and Matter" Jonson wrote: ^^for I lov'd the man, and doe 
honour his memory, on this side idolatry, as much as any. 
Hee was, indeed, honest, and of an open and free nature ; had 
an excellent phantsie ; brave notions and gentle expressions ; 
wherein hee flow'd with that facility that sometime it was 
necessary he should be stop'd; . . . But hee redeemed his 
vices with his vertues. There was ever more in him to be 
praysed than to be pardoned." 

' F. MaxmiDg (Poeow, 1701, p. 28) thiu refers to him :— 

'* 8hdke9pear of old, whom Naturo did inspire, 
Not surly Ben with aU his laboured Fire. . . ." 



IX 

A CHRONICLE— 1552 to 1670 

The foregoing references to incidents in the life of Shake- 
speare having been interrupted by comment and arranged 
without regard to the order of their occurrence, the following 
summary of eventSy which can be verified by reference to 
contemporary documents, is presented for the use of readers 
who prefer to have the facts without comment or conjecture 
and in their proper sequence. The chronicle commences 
with the earliest biown reference to a Shakespeare in connec- 
tion with Stratford-upon-Avon and ends willi the burial of 
Elizabeth Barnard, the poet's grand-daughter and last lineal 
descendant. 

Mr. Bichard Savage has kindly verified the information 
relating to John Shakespeare, as a member of the Corporation, 
which is recorded in the Miscellaneous Docmrunts or in CawheU 
Booh A, The dates of baptisms, marriages, and burials are taken* 
imless otherwise specified, from the transcript of the Stratford- 
upon-Avon parish register, edited by Mr. Savage, or from his 
MS. notes. The particulars of proceedings in the local Court 
of Becord are from Selected Extracts from the Ancient Begistry 
of the Clauses by Halliwell-Phillipps. The proceedings of the 
Corporation and the Court of Becord are preserved in the 
Becord Boom at Shakespeare's Birthplace. The dates of entry 
of the poems and plays are taken from Dr. Arbor's Tran- 
scripts. Beferences to Shakespeare by contemporary writers 
are given in brief extracts : — 

144 
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1552. John Shakespeare was fined for disregarding 

April 29. the local sanitary regulations : ** Item juratores 
presentant super sacramentnm sunm quod 
Humfridus Beynoldes xij?, Adrianus Quyney 
xij^ et Johannes Shakyspere, xij^ feoerunt 
sterquinarium in vice ivocato Hendley Strete 
contra ordinacionem curie ; ideo ipsi in miseri- 
cordia ut patet" View of Frankpledge^ Borough 
of Stratford. Public ^Becord 0£Sce, London, 
Portfolio 207. 

1556. Proceedings were taken in the Stratford-upon- 

June 17. Avon Court of Becord by Thomas Syche for 

the recovery of £8 from ''Johannem Shaky- 

spere de Stretforde in comitatu Warwicensi, 

glover." 

1556. John Shakespeare purchased a house, garden, 

October 2. and croft in Greenhill Street and a house 
and garden in Henley Street, Stratford-upon- 
Avon. Court Eoll, Manor of Stratford. Cor- 
poration Becords, MisceUaneom DoowmenUf vol. 
viL No. 40. 

1556. In the Court of Eecord John Shake- 

November 19. speare proceeded against Henry Field for the 
unjust detention of eighteen quarters of 
barley. 

1556. Robert Arden of Wilmcote in the parish 

of Aston Cantlow died. His will, dated 
November 24th, 1556, was proved at Worcester 
on December 16th, 1556. Mary Arden, 
described in the will as Robert's youngest 
daughter, became the wife of John Shakespeare, 
but there is no record of the marriage. The 
Aston Cantlow parish registers commence in 
1560. 
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1557. On June 3rd John Shakyspeyr, one of the 
ale-tasters for the borough of Stratford-upon- 
Avon, was fined eight pence for absence from 
the Court of Becord. Stratford Corporation 
Records. Proceedings of the Court of Seeordy 
vol. i. fo. 22a. 

1558. An order of distringas was given, in the 
May 6. Court of Becord, against ** Johannem Shak- 

speyr" at the suit of Adrian Quyny and 
Thomas Enight. 

1558. Baptism, ^'Jone Shahspere, daughter to 

September 15. John Shaxspere." There is no record of her 
burial. See baptism of another daughter Jone 
on April 15th, 1569. 

1558. " The xij men have ordenyd ther trysty and 
September 30. welbelovyd Humfrey Plymley, Boger Sadler, 

John Taylor and John Shakspeyr (jur.), con- 
stabulles." View of Frankpledge. Stratford 
Corporation Becords, Miscellaneous Documents, 
vol. vii. No. 57. 

1559. John Shakespeare was appointed affeeror, 
October 6. or assessor of penalties not set down by statute. 

He was also re-appointed as Petty constable. 
Stratford Corporation Becords, Miscellaneous 
Documents, vol. vii. No. 39. 

1560-1. Administration of the estate of Bichard 

February 10. Shackspere of Snytterfyld was granted to his 
son John Shakspere of the same parish husband- 
man. Testamenta Vetusta Vigomiensia. Wor- 
cester Probate Begistry. 

1562. In a Corporation lease of this date John 

October 3. Shakespeare is described as Chamberlain. 
Stratford Corporation Becord& Eospired leases. 
Henley Street Ward. 
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1562. Baptism, ^' Margareta filia Johannis Shak- 
December 2. spere." 

1562-3. John Tayler and John Shakspeyr presented 

January 24. their accounts as chamberlains for the year 
ended Michaelmas 1562. Corporation Becords, 
MtsceUaneofAs Documents^ vol. iii. No. 21. 

1563. Burial, '^Margareta filia Johannis Shak- 
April 30. spere." 

1563-4. John Tayler and John Shakespeare, Cham- 

January 10. berlains, presented their accounts for the year 
ended Michaelmas 1563, in which appears the 
following : ^' Item payd to Shakspeyr for a 
pec tymbur, iij'." This is the earliest record in 
Cov/ncU Booh A of business transacted, but a list 
of the burgesses present at a Hall held on 
December 20th, 1563, is entered on page 355. 

1564. Baptism, ''Gultelmus filius Johannes 
April 26. Shaespere." 

1564. ^'At the Hall holdyn in cure garden the 

August 30. 30 daye of Auguste anno 1564 — ^moneys p*' 

towardes the rleffe of the poore — Jhon Shack- 

sper — zijV Cov/ncU Booh A. At that time the 

plague was prevalent in Stratford-upon-Avon. 

1564. " Money payed the 6 of Septebor, A^ 1564 
September 6. towardes the releyff of those y^ be vysytyd— 

Jhon Shaksper vi'*." Gauneil Book A. 

1565. ^'At thys Hall John Shakspeyr ys ap- 
July 4. pwynted an alderman." 

1565. ^^Peyd to Shakspeyr for a rest of old 

debt iij" ij*, vij**." Chamberlain's accounts to 
Michaelmas 1565. 
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1566. John Shakespeare became bail for one 

September. Bichard Hathaway in an action in the Conrt 
of Record. 

1566. Baptism, *' Gilbertos, Alius Johannis 

October 13. Shakspeie." 

1568. ** The names whereof one to be baly^ Mr. 
September 4. John Shakysper, Mr. Bobert Perrot, Bobert 

Salnsbnrye.'' The first named presided as 
High bailiff over the Council -meeting on 
October 1st and the Court of Becord on 
October 6th. 

1568 and 1569. The payment of nine shillings to the 
Queen's and twelve pence to the Earl of 
Worcester's players, on their visit to Stratford- 
upon-Avon, is entered in the Chamberlain's 
Accounts. 

1569. Baptism, ^Jone the daughter of John 
April 15. 



1571. ** Mr. John Shakespere was elected alder- 

September 5. man for the yere to come and ys swome.'' 
The word ** chief" is omitted ; but he had been 
an alderman from 1565. In the record of the 
next meeting he is styled **eap. aldermanni.'* 

1571. Baptism, ** Anna filia magistri Shakspere." 

September 28. 

1571. Simon Hunt was appointed by the Bishop 

October 29. of Worcester to teach in the Grammar School 
at Stratford-upon-Avon. BuUinghanCs Begister, 
fo. 5a. Diocesan Begistry, Worcester. 

1573-4. Baptism, ^'Bichard sonne to Mr. John 

March 11. Shakspeer." 
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1575. Queen Elizabeth visited Kenilworth Castle. 

July. 

1575. John Shakespeare purchased, for the sum 

October, of £40, two houses with gardens and orchards 

in Stratford-upon-Ayon. A record of the Fine 

levied in Midmelmas term 17 and 18 Eliz. is in 

the Public Record Office. 

1577. "Item paid to my Lord of Leyster's 
players xv*." Chamberlain's Accounts to 
March 1577— Oauneil Book A. 

1577-8. "At this Hall yt ys agreed that every 

January 29. alderman excepte suche under wrytten ezceptedy 
shall paye towardes the furniture of thre pike 
men, ij billmen and one archer vj" viij^ and 
every burgese except suche under wrytten 
excepted shall pay iij" iiij"^. 

-mr'ox. •••« ••••d > Aldermen" 

Mr. Shaxpeaxe uj' uij^j 

(and five others). John Shakespeare was not 

present on this occasion. 

1578. In the will of Roger Saddeler of Stratford- 
November 14. upon-Avon, baker, a list of debts which were 

owing to him includes the following: "Item 
of Edmonde Lamberte and • . . Comishe for 
the debte of Mr. John Shaksper v"." From the 
registered copy of the will, which was proved 
on January 17th, 1578-9. Principal Probate 
Registry, Somerset House, No. 1 BcJcon. 

1578. John Shakespeare was exempted from the 

November 19. weekly tax of four pence for the poor, which 
had been levied upon the aldermen. 

1578. John Shakespeare was absent from the eight 

Council meetings of which the attendances are 
recorded. 
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1578-9. In a list of persons, whose levy for the pur- 

Morch 11. chase of arms was ** unpayd and nnaccompted 
for/' presented to the Council is the following ; 
" Mr. Shaxpeare iij' iiij V* 

1579. A fine was levied after the mortgage, in 

Easter Term. 1578, of the small estate of Asbies, in 
Wilmcote, by John and Mary Shakespeare to 
Edmund Lambert for the sum of £40. The 
record of the Fine is in the Public Becord 
Office. 

1579. Burial, '^ Anne daughter to Mr. John Shak- 

April 4. spere." 

1579. '* Item for the bell and pall for Mr. Shaxper's 

dawghter, viii^." Chamberlain's Accounts in 
Council Book A. 

1579. The interest of John and Mary Shakespeare 

October 15. in two messuages at Snitterfield was conveyed 
to Bobert Webbe. In this deed John Shake- 
speare is described as ^^ Yeoman." The con- 
veyance and bond are in the Birthplace 
Museum. 

1579. John Shakespeare was absent from all the 
Council meetings the attendances at which are 
recorded. 

1580. Baptism, '^Edmund, sonne to Mr. John 
May 8. Shakspere." Edmund was the eighth and last 

child of John and Mary Shakespeare. 

1580. John Shakespeare was absent from the eight 

recorded Council meetings. 
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1580. In a ^^Beplication" made by John and 
September 29. Mary Shakespeare in Michaeknas Term 1598 it 

is stated that a tender of the £40 borrowed 
on the security of Asbies was refused by 
Edmund Lambert in 1580 on the ground 
that other money was owing. Public Becord 
0£Sce. For a copy of the document, see 
OudineSf ii 16-7. 

1581. John Shakespeare was absent from all the 
recorded meetings of the Council. 

1582. John Shakespeare was cited as witness before 
a special commission in a Chancery suit con- 
cerning the Arden estates. Stratford Corpora- 
tion Becords. MiscelUmeaua Documents, voL ii. 
No. 85. 

1582. A licence was granted for the marriage of 

November 27. William Shaxpere and Anne Whateley of 
Temple Grafton. Bishop Whitgiffs Register, 
folio 43i. Diocesan Begistry, Worcester. 

1582. A bond was executed for the grant of a 

November 28. marriage licence to William Shagspere and Anne 
Hathwey of Stratford upon Avon. Diocesan 
Begistry, Worcester. 

1582. In this year John Shakespeare was present 
at only one Council meeting, that held on 
September 5thy for the election of bailiff, when 
he voted for John Sadler who was "thowght 
most metest to execute the o£Sce." 

1583. Baptism, '^Susanna daughter to William 
May 26. Shakspere." 

1583. John Shakespeare was absent from the 

fourteen recorded Council meetings. 
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1584-5. Baptisms, ^Hamnet and Judeth, sonne and 

February 2. daughter to Willia Shakspere/' 

1585. <'Eleccon of Tasters. John Shazpere and 

September 2. Humfiy Brace/' A shoemaker named John 

Shakespeare resided at Stratford from about 

1584 to 1595. For an account of " Shakespeare 

the Corvizer," see Outlines, ii. 137-40. 

1585-6. In the return to a writ issued against John 

January 19. Shakespeare, it was stated that he had no goods 

upon which distraint could be made. Other 

writs were issued against him in the year 1586. 

1586. « At thys halle Will"* Smythe and Richard 

September 6. Cowrte are chosen to be Aldermen in the places 
of John Wheler and John Shaxspere for that 
Mr. Wheler dothe desyre to be put owt of the 
Companye and Mr. Shaxspere dothe not come 
to the Halles when they be warned nor hathe 
not done of longe tyme." 

1586. John Shaxspere was elected a constable. See 
September 6. election of September 2nd, 1585. 

1586-7. An action was brought against John Shake- 

January 18. speare by Nicolas Lane to recover the sum of £10 
for which the former had become responsible, 
as part of a debt owing by his brother Henry. 

1587. John Shakespeare produced a writ of habeas- 
March 29. corpus in the Stratford Court of Record. 

1588. Actions in which John Shakespeare was 
concerned, both as plaintiff and defendant, are 
found in the proceedings of the Goiirt of 
Record. Particulars of these and numerous 
other actions, before and after this date, are 
given in Outlines, iL 216, 46. 
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1588-9. Baptism, '< Thomas, sonne to Richard 

February 26. Queeny." 

1589. A Bill of Complaint was brought by John 

Michaelmas Shakespeare against John Lambert with respect 
Term. to an alleged arrangement as to the Asbies 
estate, made in 1587. William Shakespeare is 
named in the bill. Coram Bege Bolls, Public 
Record Office. For a copy, see Outlines, iL 
11-^. 



1589-90. 
March 6. 

1590. 



Burial, 
spere." 



^'Thomas Green alias Shak- 



In an inquisition as to the lands of the 
Earl of Warwick, John Shakespeare's property 
in Henley Street is described. From a manu- 
script in the Birthplace Library. 



1591-2. Henry VL is mentioned in Hendowe^s Diary : 

March 3. '*R* at henery the vj the 3 of Marche 1591 
iij" xvj- y^r 

1592. Thomas Nash. Pieree PennUesse entered in 

August 8. the Stationers' Register. 

"How would it have joy'd brave Talbot 
(the terror of the French) to thinke that after 
he had lyne two hundred yeare in his tombe, 
hee should triumphe againe on the Stage, and 
have his bones new embalmed with the teares 
of ten thousand spectators at least (at severall 
times) who, in the tragedian that represents 
his person, imagine they behold him fresh 
bleeding." 

Compare with Shakespeare's 1 Henry VL, 
iv. 5-7, published in 1623. 
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1592. John Shakespeare assisted m valuing the 

August 21. goods of ''Henry Feelde late of Stretford- 

uppon-Avon in the County of Warwyke, 

Tanner, now decessed." Stratford Corporation 

Becordsy MiseeUaneoiM DoctmentSy yoL i. No. 3. 

1592. Bobert Greene the dramatist died. In his 

September 3. ChracUswarth of Wit, published in 1592, he 
alludes to '' the only Shake-scene '* and parodies 
a line from Shakespeare's 3 Henry VL i. 4. 
"his Tyger's heart wrapt in a Player's hide." 
In the following December Henry Chettle, 
Greene's publisher, issued his Kind Hartes 
Dreamy in which he apologised for the attack. 

1592. John Shakespeare's name appears in a list 
September 25. of recusants who had also been previously pre- 
sented "for not comminge monethlie to the 
Churche." 

Commissioner* B Betums at Warwick Castle. 
See also Calendar of State Papers — ^Domestic, 
p. 290. November 1592. 

1593. Venus aiid Adonis was entered in the register 
April 18. of the Stationers' Company. Arber's Trans- 
cript of the Stationers* Begisters, ii. 630. The 
poem was publishedtin 1593 by Bichard Field. 

1593. Baptism, "Thomas filius Anthonii Nash 

June 20. gen." 

1593-1. Titus Andronious was acted by the "Earl 

January 23. of Sussex men." Hendowe^s Diary. 

1593-4. Titus Andronious was entered in the 

February 6. Stationers' Begister. Arber, ii. 644. The play 
was published in 1594. 4^. 
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1593-4. ''A Booke intitnled the firste parte of the 

March 12. Contention of the two famous houses of York 

and Lancaster" was entered in the Stationers' 

Begister (Arber, ii 646) and was published in 

the same year. 

Compare with S Henry VL, published in 
1623. 

1594. " The Tayminge of a Shrowe " was entered 

May 2. in the Stationers' Begister. Arber, ii 648. 

1594. Luerece was entered in the Stationers' 

May 9. Begister. Arber, ii. 648. The poem was pub- 
lished in 1594 by Bichard Field. 

1594. The first record of Shakespeare's appearance 

December 26 as an actor occurs in the accounts of the Trea- 
and 28. surer of the Chamber : " To William Eempe> 
William Shakespeare and Bicharde Burbage, 
seryauntes to the Lord Chamberleyne, upon the 
Councelle's warrant dated at Whitehall xv^ 
Marcij 1594, for twoe severall comedies or 
enterludes shewed by them before her majestie 
in Christmas tyme laste paste viz upon St. 
Stephen's daye and Innocentes daye xiij" vj" 
viij^ and by waye of her majesties Bewarde 
Tj" xiij, iiij^ in aU, xx"." PubUc Becord 
Office. Pipe Office Declared Accounts, Vol. 
542, fo. 2076. 

1594 Henry Willobie, Avisa. The earliest refer- 

ence to Shakespeare by name occurs in some 
introductory verses : — 

" And Shak-speare paints poor Luerece' rape." 

1594-5. At this date the last entry of John Shake- 

March 19. speare's name appears in the Stratford Court 
of Becord. 
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1595. Edward IIL entered in the Stationers' 

December 1. Begister. Arber, iii. 55. The play was pub- 
lished in 1596. 4^ 

1595. "The True Tragedie of Richard Duke of 

Yorke and the death of good King Henry the 
Sizt with the whole contention betweene the 
two Houses Lancaster and Yorke" was pub- 
lished, 4***. Compare irith 3 Henry VL^ pub- 
lished in 1623. 

1595. William Clarke, PoUmanteia. (Unpaged.) 
"All praiseworthy Lucrecia Sweet Shake- 
speare." 

1596. Burial, "Hamnet Alius William Shak- 
August 11. spere." 

1596. A draft grant of Arms to John Shakespeare, 
October 20. bears this date. The document is at Heralds* 

College. 

1596-7. John Shakespeare sold a strip of land on 

January 26. the west side of the Henley Street property to 
George Badger for the sum of £2 10s. Od. The 
document is at the Birthplace Museum* 

1597. William Shakespeare purchased from 
May 4. William XJnderhill, for the sum of £60, the 

house and grounds known as New Place, Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon. A copy of the fine levied in 
Easter Term 1597 is in the Birthplace Museum. 

1597. Richard 11. was entered in the Stationers' 

August 29. Register. Arber, iiL 89. The play was pub- 
lished in 1597. 4^. 

1597. Richard IIL was entered in the Stationers' 

October 20. Register. Arber, iiL 93. The play was pub- 
lished in 1597. 4^ 
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1597. A Bill was filed in Chancery by John and 

November 24. Mary Shakespeare for the recovery of Asbies. 
The result is unknown. For a copy of the 
Bill of Complainty John Lambert's Answer, and 
the Plaintiffs' Beplication, now at the Public 
Record Office, see Outlines^ iL 14-7. 

1597. Lovers Ldbowr^s Lost was played before the 

December 26. Court at Whitehall. See title-page of the 
Quarto published in 1598. 

1597. An imperfect edition of B4)meo and Jviiet 
was published by W. Danter. 4^. 

1597-8. A letter, written by Abraham Sturley, of 

January 24. Stratford-upon-Avon, contains a reference to 
Shakespeare's willingness ^'to disburse some 
monei upon some od yarde land or other at 
Shotterie" and also to ^Hhe matter of our 
tithes." The name of the addressee is unknown. 
The original is among the Corporation Records 
at the Birthplace. 

1597-8. Li a return made at a time of feimine 

February 4. William Shakespeare was named as the holder 
of ten quarters of com in Chapel Street Ward 
in which New Place was situated. John Shake- 
speare^s name is not in the return. Stratford 
Corporation Records. Misedlaneous DoowmenUy 
voL L No. 106. 

1597-8. ** The hiatorye of Henry the iiij.^^ was entered 

February 25. in the Stationers' Register. Arber, iii 105. The 

play of 1 Henry IV. was published in 1598. 4**. 

1598. Tlie Merchant of Venice was entered in the 
July 22. Stationers' Register. Arber, iiL 122. The play 

was published in 1600. 4^ 
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1598. 



At the end of Ben Jonson's Every Man in 
His Humour^ in the folio edition of his plays, 
1616, p. 72, is the following: "This Comoedie 
was first Acted, in the yeere 1598. By the then 
L. Chamberlayne his Servants. The principall 
Comoddians were — 



WilL Shakespeare 
Aug. Philips 
Hen. Condel 
WilL Slye 
WilL Kempe 



Bic. Burbage 
Jok Hemings 
Tho. Pope 
Chr. Beeston 
Joh. Duke." 



1598. 
October 25. 



Bichard Quiney, during a visit to London, 
addressed a letter to his " loveinge good ffrend 
and contreyman Mr. Wm. Shackespere" on 
the subject of a loan of £30 wherewith to pay 
some debts owing by the applicant Quiney 
was a Stratford tradesman and twice high 
bailiff. His son Thomas Quiney married 
Shakespeare's daughter Judith. The letter is 
at the Birthplace Museum. 



1598. In a letter from Abraham Sturley to 

November 4. Bichard Quiney, Shakespeare is mentioned as 
taking part in negotiations for a loan of 
money. 

1598. "PaUadis Tamia, Wits Treamry Being the 

Second part of Wits' Commonwealth by 
Francis Meres, was printed in this year. 
It contains the following references to Shake- 
speare and some of his poems and plays, pp. 
2816^282a:— 

'^ As the soule of Ewphovim was thought to 
live in Pythagoras^ so the sweete wittie soule of 
Ovid lives in mellifluous and hony-tongued 
ShaJeespearBf witnes his Venus and Adonis, his 
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Luerece, his sugred Sonnets among his private 
friends, &c. As Plauius and Seneea are 
accounted the best for Comedy and Tragedy 
among the Latines: so Shakespeare among y* 
English is the most excellent in both kinds for 
the stage; for Comedy, witnes his OenUemen 
of VerofM, his Errors^ his Love labors lost, his 
Love labours uoonne, his Midmmmers night 
dreame, and his Merchant of Venice : for tragedy, 
Richard the S, Richard the 3, Henry the 4, King 
John, Titus Andronicus, and his Borneo and 
Juliet. As Epius Stole said that the Muses 
would speake with Plautus tongue, if they would 
speak Latin: so I say that the Muses would 
speak with ShaJcespeares fine filed phrase, if 
they would speake English.*' 

1598. Richard Bamfield. Poems: in Divers 
Humors. A Remembrance of some English 
Poets— 

" And Shakespeare thou, whose hony-flowing Vaine, 
(Pleasing the World) thy Praises doth obtaine. 
Whose Venus, and whose Lucrece (sweete, and 

chaste) 
Thy Name in fames immortall Booke have plac't. 
lave ever you, at least in Fame live ever : 
Well may the Bodye dye, but Fame dies never." 

159&-9. Edmund Spenser died. 

January 13. 

1599. The Passionate Pilgrim was published by 
W. Jaggard. 

1599. The grant of arms made to John Shake- 

speare was confirmed in this year. The draft 
is at Heralds' College. 
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1599. 



1600. 
July. 

1600. 
Angnst 4. 



1600. 
August 23. 



The Globe Theatre was built, and Shake- 
speare became the owner of a share in the 
profits. See petitions by the Burbages to the 
Lord Chamb^Iain in 1635. Public Becord 
Office. Printed in OuiUneSy I 312-9. 

Sir Thomas Lucy of Charlecote died. 

Henry F., As You Like It^ and Mwih Ado 
About Nothing were entered in the Stationers' 
Begister. Arber, iiL 37. The first and third 
were printed in 1600, and As You Like It in 
1623. 4^ 

2 Henry IV. was entered in the Stationers' 
Begister. Arber, iii. 170. The play was 
published in 1600. 4^ 



1600. Baptism, 

August 28. • Hart." 



''Wilhelmus, filius Wilhelmi 



1600. 
October 8. 



1600. 



1601. 
March 25. 



A Midsummer Night* s Dream was entered in 
the Stationers' Begister. Arber, iiL 174. The 
play was published in 1600. 4^. 

In Belvedere or the Garden of the Muses, 
edited by John Bodenham, Shakespeare's name 
is the thirteenth in a list of ''modeme and 
extante poets," and is preceded by Marlowe and 
Ben Jonson« 

Thomas Whittington bequeathed to the poor 
of Stratford forty shillings *^ that is in the hand 
of Anne Shaxspere wyfe unto Mr. Wyllyam 
Shaxspere." The will was proved at Worcester, 
April 29th, 1601. 

A Thomas Whittington is described in 
Bichard Hathaway's irill as ** my sheepherd." 
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1601. John Shakespeare assisted in preparing 

the case for Counsel in an action brought by 
Sir Edward Oreville against the Corporation 
of Stratford-upon-Avon respecting the Toll- 
corn. Stratford Corporation Records, Mkoet- 
laneouB DoetmerUs^ vol. 5, Na 20. 

Burial, '' Mr. Johanes Shakspeare." 



1601. 
September 8. 

1601. 



1601-2. 
January 18. 



1601-2. 
February 2. 



The ** Phomix and Turtle " was published in 
Robert Chester's Love's Martyr or BoeaHMs 
Complaint 

The Merry Wives of Windsor was entered in 
the Stationers' Register. Arber, iiL 199. The 
play was published in 1602. 4^. 

Ttoelfth Night was played at the Middle 
Temple. Manningham^s Diary. Camden 
Society's edition, 1868, p. 18. The original 
is in the British Museum. 



1602. '' The first and second parte of Henry the 

April 19. VL, ij bookes," entered in the Stationers' 
Register. Arber, iii. 204. Compare with S 
and 3 Henry VL, published in 1623. 

1602. William Shakespeare purchased from 

May 1. William and John Combe 107 acres of arable 
land near Stratford-upon-Avon for the sum of 
£320. The conveyance was ^'sealed and de- 
livered to Gilbert Shakespere to the use of 
the within named William Shakespere." The 
original is in the Birthplace Museum. See 
fine levied in Trinity Term, 1610. 

M 
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1602. Harrdet was entered in the Stationers' 

July 26. Register ''as yt was latelie acted by the Ld. 
Chamberleyn his servantes." Arber, iiL 212. 
The play was published in 1603. 4"^. 

1602. William Shakespeare purchased from 

September 28. Walter Gletley a small copyhold property in 
Chapel Lane, Stratford-upon-Avon. The record 
is in the Birthplace Museum. 

1602-3. TroUuB and Creasida ''as yt is acted by my 

February 7. Lord Chamberleyn's Men " was entered in the 
Stationers' Register. Arber, iii. 226. The 
play was published in 1609. 4}\ 

Queen Elizabeth died. 



1602-3. 
March 24. 

1603. 
May 17. 



Under a Warrant from King James L, 
Shakespeare's company of players received a 
licence "freely to use and exercise the arte 
and faculty of playing comedies, tragedies, &c." 
The names mentioned are Laurence Fletcher, 
William Shakespeare, Richard Burbage, Augus- 
tine Phillippes, John Hemmings, Henrie Con- 
dell, Williiun Sly, Robert Armyn, and Richard 
Cowlye. Public Record OfBce Museum. 

1603. At the end of Ben Jonson's Sejanua, in the 

folio edition of his plays, 1616, p. 438, is 
the following: "This Tragoedie was first 
acted, in the yeere 1603. By the King's 
Majesties Servants. The principall Tragoedians 
were 



Ric. Burbage 
Aug. Philips 
Will. Sly 
Joh. Lowin 



WilL Shake-speare 
Joh. Hemings 
Hen. Condel 
Alex. Cooke." 
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1604. William Shakespeare sued Philip Bogers at 

July. Stratford-apon-Avon for the balance of an 

account for malt and a small loan of money. 

The Declaration is in the Birthplace Museum. 

1604. Anthony Scoloker. DaipJumtus or tlie 
Passions of Love. ''Or to come home to the 
Tulgars Element, like Friendly Shake-speare's 
Tragedies, where the Commedian rides, when the 
Tragedian stands on Tip-toe : Faith it should 
please all, like Prince Hamlet'* Dr. Grosart's 
edition, 1880, p. 3. 

1605. William Shakespeare, who is described in 
July 24. the conyeyance as of Stratford-upon-Avon 

Gentleman, purchased for £440 from Balph 
Huband the unexpired term of thirty-one 
years of a moiety of the tithes of Stratford, 
Old Stratford, Bishopton, and Welcombe. The 
original documents are in the Museum and 
in the Corporation Becord Boom at the Birth- 
place. Miscellaneous Documents^ vol. ii. No. 2. 

1605. By his will dated May 4th, 1605, Augustine 

Phillips (the actor) '^ of Mortlake, gentleman," 
made the following bequest: ^'I give and 
bequeath to my fellowe William Shakespeare a 
xxx" peece in gould." From the registered 
copy at the Principal Probate Begistry, No. 31 
Hayes. 

1605. William Camden, Bemains of a Greater 

Worke Concerning Britaine. Poems, etc, p. 8. 
" These may sufBce for some Poeticall descrip- 
tions of our auncient Poets, if I would come to 
our time, what a world could I present to you 
out of Sir Philipp Sydney, Ed. Spenser, Samuel 
Daniel, Hugh Holland, Ben. Johnson, Th. 
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Campion, Mich. DraytoD, George Chapman, 
John Marston, William Shakespeare, & other 
most pregnant witts of these our times, whom 
succeeding ages may justly admire.'* 

1606. " The Betwmfram Pemassus or The Seowrge 
of Simony. Publiquely acted by the Students 
in Saint John's CoUedge in Cambridge." 

"Why here's our fellow Shakespeare puts 
them all downe, I and Ben Jonson too. O that 
Ben Jonson is a pestilent fellow ! he brought up 
Horace, giving tiie poets a pill, but our fellow 
Shakespeare hath given him a purge that made 
him beray his credit": English Scholar's 
Library, Dr. Arbor's Reprint. 

1606-7. " Borneo and JulieU, Loves Labour LoOe, The 

January 22. taminge of a Shrewe " were entered in the 
Stationers' Begister. Arber, iiL 337. Borneo 
and Juliet was published in 1597, 4^ ; Love*8 
Lahow's Lost in 1598, ^^; and The Taming of 
the Shrew in 1623. 

1607. Marriage, "John Hall, Grentleman and 
June 5. Susanna Shaxspere." 

1607. King Lear, "As yt was played before the 

November 26. Einge's Majestie at Whitehall, uppon Sainct 
Stephen's night at Christmas laist by his 
Majestie's servantes playinge usually at the 
Globe on the Banksyde," was entered in the 
Stationers' Begister. Arber, iii. 366. The play 
was published in 1608. 4^. 

1607. The burial of Edmund Shakspeaie, "a 

December 31. player," is recorded in the parish register of 
Saint Saviour's, Southwark. 
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1607. William Barkstead. Mirrha, (he mother of 
Adonis. (From Dr. Grosart's edition, 1876, 
p,65)— 

*< His 8ong was worthie merrit (Shakspeare hee), 
sung the faire blossome, thou the withered tree, 
Laorell is due to him, his art and wit 
hath purchast it, Cypres thy brow will fit." 

1607-8. Baptism, <' Elizabeth dawghter to John 

February 21. Hall, gen," 

1608. ''A booke called A Torkshire Tragedy 
May 2. written by Wylliam Shakespere" was entered 

in the Stationers' Register. Arber, iiL 377. 
The play was published in the same year. 4^. 

1608. ''Perydes prynce of Tyre'' and **AfUhony 

Hay 20. and Cletypatra " were entered in the Stationers' 
Register. Arber, iii. 378. The former was 
published in 1609 (4"^), the latter in 1623. 

1608. Burial, " Mary Shaxspere wydowe.'* 

September 9. 

1608. William, the son of Henry Walker, a Strat- 
October 16. ford alderman, was baptized. In Shakespeare's 

will is the following bequest : ^ to my god-son 
William Walker xx» in gold." 

1608 and 1609. At Stratford-upon-Avon << William Shake- 
speare, G^nt." sued John Addenbrooke for a 
debt The documents are in the Birthplace 
Museum and in the Corporation Recorda Mis- 
eeUaneous Documents^ voL v. Nos. 127-9. 

1609. ''A Booke called Shakeepea/re's smneUes"' 
May 20. was entered in the Stationers' Register. Arber, 

iii 410. The book was published in the same 
year. 4^ 



Ito 
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1609. Thomas Greene, Town Clerk of Stratford, 
September, alludes, in a diary, to his residence in Shake- 
speare's house : " the rather because I percey ved 
I might stay another year at New Place." 

1610. A fine was levied on the purchase by William 
Trinity Term. Shakespeare from William and John Combe, of 

" centum et septem acris terre, et vigniti acris 
pasture" in Old Stratford. The Foot of Fine 
is in the Public Record Office. See purchase 
on May 1st, 1602. 

1610. John Davies, of Hereford. The Scourge of 
October 8. Folly. Epigram No. 159. " To our English 

Terence, Mr. Will Shake-speare. 

Some say, good Will, (which I, in sport do sing) 
Had'st thou not plaid some Eingly parts in sport. 
Thou hadst bin a companion for a Eong ; • 
And beene a King among the meaner sort. 
Some others raile ; but, raile as they thinke fit. 
Thou hast no rayling, but, a raigning Wit. 

And honesty thou sow'st, which they do reape ; 

So^ to increase their Stocke which they do keepe." 

1610 and 1611. In the " Boche of Plates and Notes thereof " 
Dr. Forman comments upon the following per- 
formances at which he was present: ^'In the 
Winters Talle at the Glob 1611 the 15 of 
Maye, Wednesday." " Of Cymbalin King of 
England." [No date.] ''In Mackbeth at the 
Glob, 1610 the 20 of AprU Saturday." The 
original is in the Bodleian Library. Ashm. 
Coll. 208, fo. 201i. 

1611. William Shakespeare's name appears on the 
September 11. margin of a document relating to the ''better 

repayre of the highe waies." Stratford Corpora- 
tion Becords, MisceUaneoua Documents, voL i. 
No 4. 
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1611-2. 
February 3. 

1612. 



1612-3. 
February 4. 

1612-3. 
March 10. 



1612-3. 
March 11. 

1613. 
June 29. 

1613. 
July 27. 



Burial, ^* Gilbertus Shakspeare, adolescens." 

John Webster. The WhUe DeM. "De- 
traction is the swome friend to ignorance ; for 
mine owne part, I have ever truly cherish*t my 
good opinion of other men's worthy labours; 
especially of that full and haightened stile of 
Maister Chapman^ the laboured and understand- 
ing works of Maister Johnson^ the no lesse 
worthy composures of the both worthily and 
excellent Maister Beaumont and Maister 
Fletcher ; and lastly (without wrong last to be 
named) the right happy and copious industry 
of M. Shake-speare, M. Decker, and M. 
Heywood." 

Burial, "Rich* Shakspeare." 

William Shakespeare of Stratford-upon- 
Avon, Grentleman, purchased from Henry 
Walker, a citizen of London, a house near the 
Blackfriars Theatre, London. The conveyance 
is in the Guildhall Library, London. 

The house purchased from Henry Walker 
was mortgaged to him for the sum of £60. 
The Original deed is in the British Museum. 

The Globe Theatre, Blackfriars, was de- 
stroyed, having taken fire during a perform- 
ance of Henry VIIL 

A sentence of excommunication against 
John Lane is recorded as the result of a defa- 
mation suit, in the Worcester Consistory Court, 
brought by Susanna Hall, the poet's elder 
daughter. Act Book No. 9, Worcester Diocesan 
Ilegistry. See also Outlinea, u. 243-4. 
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1614. ^ Mr Shakspeare " is mentioned in a list of 

September 5. the *' Auncient ffireeholders in the ffields of Old 
Stratford and Welcombe " as having ^ 4 yard 
land noe common nor ground beyond Gh)6pell- 
boshe, nor ground in Sandfield, nor none in 
Slow-hill-field beyond Bishopton, nor none in 
the endosores beyond Bishopton." Stratford 
C!orporation Beoords, Mi&oellaneous DommentSf 
voL i. No 94. 

1614. An agreement was entered into between 

October 28. '< William Shackespeare of Stratford in the 
county of Warwicke gent : " and William Bep- 
lingham, by which Shakespeare was guaranteed 
against any loss which might arise from a pro- 
posed enclosure of part of the Common fields 
at Welcombe in the parish of Stratford-upon- 
Avon. Shakespeare's Birthplace Becords. 
Whder Ccilecttan. 

1614. Thomas Freeman, JBtmne and a Great Oast. 

''The Second Bowie." Epigram 92. ''To Master 
W: Shakespeare. 

Shakespeare, that nimble Mercury thy bndne, 
Lulls many hundred Argus-eyes asleepe. 
So fit, for all thou fashionest thy vaine. 
At th' horse-foote fountaine thou hast drunk full 
deepe, 



Then let thine owne works thine owne worth 

upraise, 
And help t' adome thee with deserved Baies." 

1614. In the Chamberlain's accounts for this year, 

presented to the Council, is the following 
entry : ''Item : for one quart of sack, and one 
quart of clarrett winne geven to a precher at 
the Newe Place, xx^'' Stratford Corporation 
Becords— Ifooi of Aeeounts, 1585-1619. 
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1614. Burial, /^ Mr. John Combes generosuB." 

July 12. He bequeathed £5 to William Shakespeare. 

The will is in the Principal Probate Registry, 
Somerset House. 

1614. Richard Carew, Excellerune of tlie English 
Tongue in CanxdefCs Bemaines, pp. 43-4. 

^Whatsoever grace any other language 
carrieth in yerse or prose, in tropes or meta- 
phors, in ecchoes and agnominations, they may 
all bee lively and exactly represented in ours. 
Will you have Platoes yeine ? reade Sir Thomas 
Smith. . . . Will you reade Virgill? take the 
Earle of Surrey. Catullus ? Shakespheare, and 
Barlowes fragment" 
1614 and 1615. In the diary of Thomas Greene of Stratford- 
upon-Ayon, there are references to ** my cosen 
Shakspear," on the subject of a proposed en- 
closure of land at Welcombe and other business 
matters. The diary is in the Record Room at 
the Birthplace. 

1615. '' The Annates, or a OeneraU Chronide of 
England, begun by Maister John Stow, and 
after him continued and augmented ... by 
Edmond Howes," p. 811. 

'^ Our modeme and present excellent Poets, 
which worthely florish in their owne workes, 
and all of them in my owne knowledge, liyed 
togeather in this Queene's ndgne, according to 
their priorities, as neere as I could, I have 
orderly set downe (yiz) Greorge Gtascoigne 
esquire; . . • Edmond Spencer Esquire, Sir 
Philip Sidney Enight, . • • Sir Frauncis Bacon 
Enight, • . . Master John Lillie, gentleman, 
Maister George Chapman, Gentleman, . . . M. 
WiilL Shakespeare, gentleman, . . . Michaell 
Draiton, esquire of the bath, M. Christopher 
Mario, gen.," &c. 
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1615-6. Marriage, « Tho. Queeny tow Judith Shak- 

February 10. spere." 

I6I5-69 Thomas Quiney and his wife were cited to 

between Feb- appear before the Consistory Court at Wor- 
ruary 10 and cester for marrying without a licence. Visita- 

May 11. tion Book. Diocesan Begistry, Worcester. 

1616. William Shakespeare's last will and testa- 

March 25. ment bears this date. 

1616. Burial, '' Will Hartt, hatter." 

AprU 17. 

1616. William Shakespeare died. 

April 23. 

1616. Burial, « Will. Shakspere, gent." 

April 25. The following is inscribed on his monument 

in the chancel of the church of Holy Trinity, 
Stratford upon Avon : — 

Judicio Pylium, genio Socratem, arte Maronem, 
Terra tegit, populus mseret, Olympus habet. 
Stay Passenger, why goest thou by so fast t 
Read if thou canst, whom envious Death hath plast, 
Within this monument Shakespeare : with whome^ 
Quick nature dide : whose name, doth deck y* Tombe, 
Far more, then cost : sith all y^ He hath writt. 
Leaves living art, but page, to serve his witt. 

Obiit ano do^ 1616. ^tatis 53 Die 23 Ap. 

1616. Baptism, '^ Shakspere, fiUius Thomas Quyny, 
November 23. gent." 

1617. Burial, "Shakspere, fillius Tha Quyny, 
May 8. gent." 

1617-8. Baptism, « Richard flUius Thomas Quinee." 

February 9. 
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1619-20. Baptism, '< Thomas fill to Thomas Qaeeney." 

January 23. 

1621. Othello entered in the Stationers' Begisters. 

October 6. Arber, iy. 59. The play was published in 
1622. 4:K 

1623. Anne, widow of William Shakespeare died. 

August 6. 

1623. Burial, '' Mrs. Shakspeare." 

August 8. The following inscription is engraved upon 

a brass plate afiSxed to her tomb-stone in the 
chancel of Stratford church : — 

'^Heere lyeth interred the body of Anne 
wife of William Shakespeare who depted this 
life the 6^ day of Augu : 1623. being of the 
age of 67 yeares. 

Vbera, tu, mater, tu lac, vitamq. dedistL 
y ae mihL pro tanto munere saxa dabo 1 

Quam mallem amoueat lapidem, bonus Angel[us]ore 
Exeat ut, Christi corpus, imago tua. 

Sed nil vota valent ; venias cito Christe ; rosurget, 
Glausa licet tumulo mater et astra petet." 

1623. Entered in the Stationers' Begister (Arber, 

November 8. iv. 107) :— 

''Mr. William Shakspeers Comedyes, His- 
tories and Tragedyes, soe manie of the said 
copies as are not formerly entred to other men 
viz Comedyes. The Tempest. The two gentle- 
men of Verona. Measure for Measure. The 
Comedy of Errors. As you like it. All's well 
that ends weU. Twelft Night. The winters 
tale. Hbtories. The thirde parte of Henry 
the sixt Henry the eight. Tragedies. Corio- 
lanus. Timon of Athens. Julius Csesar. Mack- 
beth. Anthonie and Cleopatra. Cymbeline." 
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1623. The First Folio was published, and is thos 

described on the title-page: ''Mr. William 
Shakespeaies Comedies Histories and Tragedies. 
Published according to the True Originall 
Copies. London. Printed by Isaac Jaggard 
and Ed. Blount. 1623." 

The following references to Shakespeare are 
taken from the yarious introductory dedications 
and addresses : — 

*^ It had bene a thing, we confesse, worthie 
to have bene wished, that the author himselfe 
had liy'd to have set forth and overseen his 
owne writings ; But since it hath bin ordain'd 
otherwise, and he by death departed from that 
right, we pray you do not envie his Friends, 
the o£Sce of their care, and paine, to have 
collected & publish'd them; and so to have 
publish'd them, as where (before) you were 
abus'd with diverse stolne, and surreptitious 
copies, maimed and deformed by the frauds 
and stealthes of injurious impostors, that 
exposd them: even those are now offer'd to 
your view cur'd, and perfect of their limbes; 
and all the rest, absolute in their numbers as 
he conceived them. Who, as he was a happie 
imitator of Nature, was a most gentle expresser 
of it. His mind and hand went together : And 
what he thought, he uttered with that easi- 
nesse, that wee have scarse received from him 
a blot in his papers." 

John Heminge. — Henrie Condell. 

To the memory of my beloved, the Author 
Mr. William Shakespeare : And what he hath 
left us. 

To draw no envy (Shakespeare) on thy name, 
Am I thus ample to thy Booke and fame : 
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WLile I confesae thy writings to be suoh, 

As neither Man, nor Muse, can praise too much. 

I, therefore, will b^;in. Soole of the age ! 
The applause ! delight I the wonder of our Stage 1 
My Shakespeare, rise ; I will not lodge thee by 
Ghauoer, or Spenser, or bid Beaumont lye 
A little further, to make thee a roome : 
Thou art a Moniment, without a tombe, 
And art alive still, while thy Booke doth live^ 
And we have wits to read, uid praise to give. 
That I not mize thee so, my braine excuses; 
I meane with great, but disproportion'd Muses : 
For, if I thought my judgement were of yeeres, 
I should oonmiit thee surely with thy peeres. 
And tell, how farre thou didstst our Lily out- 
shine, 
Or sporting Kid, or Marlowes mighty line. 
And though thou hadst small Latine and lease 

Greeke, 
From thence to honour thee, I would not seeke. 
For names ; 

• •.... 

For a good Poet's made, as well as borne, 

And such wert thou. Looke how the fathers face 

liives in his issue, even so, the race 

Of Shakespeares minde, and manners brightly 

shines 
In his well-tomed, and true-filed lines : 
In each of which he seems to shake a Lance^ 
As brandish't at the eyes of Ignorance. 
Sweet Swan of Avon 1 what a sight it were 
To see thee in our waters yet appeare, 
And make those flights upon the bankes of 

Thames, 
That so did take Eliza, and our James ! 
But stay, I see thee in the Hemisphere 
Advanced, and made a Ck>nstellation there ! 
Shine forth, thou Starre of Poets, and with rage, 
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Or influenoe, chide, or cheere the drooping stage ; 
Which, since thy flight from hence, hath mourn'd 

like night, 
And despaires day, but for thy Volumes light. 

Ben: Jonsoit. 

Upon the Lines and Life of the Famous 
Scenicke Poet Master William Shakespeare. 

Those hands, which you so clapt, go now and wring. 
You Britaines brave; for done are Shakespeares 

dayes: 
His dayes are done that made the dainty Flayes, 
Which made the Globe of heaVn and earth to ring. 
Diyde is that veine, diyd is the Thespian spring, 
Tum'd all to teares, and PhoBbus clouds his rayes : 
That corp's, that coffin now besticke those bayes. 
Which crown'd him Poet first, then Poets King. 
If Tragedies might any Prologue have. 
All those he made, would scarse make one to this : 
Where Fame, now that he gone is to the grave, 
(Death's publique tyring-house) the Nundus is. 
For though his line of life went soone about, 
The life yet of his lines shall never out. 

HvGH Holland. 

To the Memorie of the deceased Authour 
Maister W. Shakespeare. 

Shake-speare, at length thy pious fellowes give 
The world thy Workes : thy Workes, by which, out- 
live 
Thy Tombe, thy name must ; when that stone is rent, 
And Time dissolves thy Stratford Moniment, 
Here we alive shall view thee still. This Booke, 
When Brasse and Marble fade, shall make thee looke 
Fresh to all ages : when Posteritie 
Shall loath what's new, thinke all is prodegie 
That is not Shake-speares ; eVry Line, each verse 
Here shall revive, redeeme thee from thy Herse. 
Nor Fire, nor cankring Age, as Naso said. 
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Of his, thy wit-fraught Booke, shall once invade. 
Nor shall I e're beleeve, or thinke thee dead 
(Though mist) untill our bankrout Stage be sped 
(Impossible) with some new straine t' out-do 
Passions of Juliet, and her Romeo ; 
Or till I heare a Scene more nobly take, 
Then when thy half-sword parlying Romans spake. 
Till these, till any of thy Volumes rest 
Shall with more fire, more feeling be exprest, 
Be sure, our Shake-speare, thou canst never dye. 
But crown'd with Lawrell, live eternally. 

L. DiGGES. 

To the memorie of M. W. Shake-speare. 

Wee wondred (Shake-speare) that thou went'st so 

soone 
From the Worlds-Stage, to the Graves-Tyring- 

roome. 
Wee thought thee dead, but this, thy printed worth, 
Tels thy Spectators, that thou went'st but forth 
To enter with applause. An Actors Art, 
Can dye, and live, to acte a second part. 
That's but an Exit of Mortalitie ; 
This, a Re-entrance to a Plaudite. 

I.M. 

The names of the Principall Actors in all 
these Playes 

William Shskespearo Samuol Gilbumo 

Richard Borbadge Robert Armin 

John Hemmings William Ostler 

Augustine Phillips Nathan Field 

William Kempt John Underwood 

Thomas Poope Nicholas Tooley 

Qeorge Bryan William Eoclestone 

Henry Condell Joseph Taylor 

William Slye Robert Benfield 

Richard Gowly Robert Goughe 

John Lowine Richard Rolnnson 

Samnell Crosse John Shancko 

Alexander Cooke John Rice 
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A Catalogue of the seyerall Comedies, 
Histories and Tragedies contained in this 
Volume 

EJBiXiBlEB'-HxnUinued 
The Life of King Heniy the 
Fifth 
The First part of King 

Henry the Sixt 
The Second part of King 

Henry the Sixt 
The Third part of King 

Henry the Sixt 
The Life and Death of 

Biehard the Third 
The Life of King Henry 

the Eight 



COXBDIBS 

The Tempest 
Te Two GenUemen of Ve- 
rona 
The MerryTVlyeB of Windsor 
Meaiure for Measure 
The Comedy of Errours 
Much Adoo ahout Nothing 
Loves Labour Lost 
Midsommer Nights Dreame 
The Merchant of Venice 
As Tou Like It 
The Taming of the Shrew 
All is well that Ends well 
Twelfe-Night or What you 

will 
The Winters Tale 

Histories 
llie Life and Death of King 

John 
The Life and Death of 

Richard the Second 
The Fini Fkrt of King 

Henry the Fourth 
The Second Part of King 

Henry the Fourth 



Tbaqsdubs 
The Tragedy of Goriolanus 
Titus Andronicus 
Romeo and Juliet 
Tim<m of Athens 
The Life and Death of 
Julius GflBsar 
The Tragedy of Macbeth 
The Tragedy of Hamlet 
King Lear 

Othello the Moore of Venice 
Anthony and Cleopater 
Gymbeline King of Britaine 



1626. Marriage, '' Mr. Thomas Nash to Mrs. Eliza- 

April 22. beth Hall." Elizabeth Hall was Shakespeare's 
grand-daaghter ; Nash was her first husband. 

1632. John Milton. Epitaph on Shakespeare. 

Copied from the Second Folio edition of 
Shakespeare's plays. For other versions see 
subsequent editions of Milton's Works. 

What neede my Shakespeare for his honoured bones 

The labour of an Age in piled stones 

Or that his halloVd Reliques should be hid 
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1634. 
Aprils. 



Under a starre-jpointing Pyramid f 

Deare sonne of Memory, great Heir of Fame, 

What need'st thou such dull witnesse of thy Name 

Thou in our wonder and astonishment 

Hast built thyselfe a lasting Monument. 

For whilst, to th' shame of slow-endevouring Art 

Thy easie numbers flow, and that each part 

Hath from the leaves of thy unvalued Booke 

Those Delphicke Lines with deepe Impression tooke 

Then thou our fancy of herself bereaving. 

Dost make us Marble with too much conceiving , 

And so Sepulchr'd in such pompe dost lie 

That Kings for such a Tombe would wish to die. 

The Two Noble Kinsmen was entered in the 
Stationers' Begister. Arber, iv. 316. Published 
in 1634. 



1635. Burial, 

Noyember 26. tissimus." 



<< Johannes Hall, medicus peri- 



1638-9. 
January 28. 

1638-9. 
February 26. 

1641. 



Burial, '' Thomaa Filius Thomae Quiney." 
Burial, '^Bichardus, filius Tho. Quiney." 

Ben Jonson. Timber or Discoveries. First 
published in 1641. Jonson died in 1637. 

De Shakespeare nostrcU. — I remember the 
players have often mentioned it as an honour 
to Shakespeare, that in his writing, whatsoeyer 
he penn'd, hee never blotted out a line. My 
answer hath beene, 'Would he had blotted a 
thousand,' — ^which they thought a maleyolent 
speech. I had not told posterity this but for 
their ignorance who choose that circumstance 
to commend their friend by wherein he most 
fiftulted ; and to justifie mine owne candor, for I 

M 
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loy'd the iiian» and doe honour his memory, on 
this side idolatry as much as any. Hee was, 
indeed, honest, and of an open and free nature ; 
had an excellent phantsie, brave notions, and 
gentle expressions, wherein hee flowed with that 
£Acility that sometime it was necessary he should 
be stop'd; — Sufflaminandus erat, as Augustus 
said of Haterius. His wit was in his o wne power ; 
would the rule of it had beene so too ! Many 
times hee fell into those things, could not 
escape laughter ; as when hee said in the person 
of CsBsar, one speaking to him, — 'Caesar thou 
dost me wrong ' ; hee replyed, — * CsBsar did neyer 
wrong but with just cause ' ; and such like ; 
which were ridiculous. But hee redeemed his 
vices with his yertues. There was eyer more in 
him to be praysed than to be pardoned. 

1646. Burial, " Joan Hart, widow." 
Noyember 4. 

1647. Burial, « Thomas Nash, gent" His widow 
April 5. married John Barnard. 

1649. Burial, « Susanna Hall, widow." 

July 16. The following inscription was engrayed on 

her tombstone : — 

Here lyeth ye body of Susanna, wife to 
John Hall, Grent, ye daughter of William 
Shakspere, Grent. She deceased ye 11th of 
July, A.D. 1649, aged 66. 

Witty aboye her sexe, but that's not all — 
Wise to salvation was good Mistress Hall. 
Something of Shakspere was in that, but this 
Wholy of Him with whom she's now in blisse. 
Then, passenger, hast ne'ere a teare 
To weepe with her, that wept with all f 
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That wept, yet set herself to chere 
Them up with comfort's oordialL 
Her love shall live, her mercy spread 
When thou hast ne'er a tear to shed. 

1661-2. Burial, " Judith, uxor Thomas Quiney, gent" 

February 9. She was Shakespeare's last suryiying daughter. 

1669-70. William Shakespeare's grand-daughter and 

February 17. last lineal descendant, ^' Madam Elizabeth Ber- 
nard, wife of Sir John Bernard, E'*^ was buried 
17 February 1669." Abingdon parish register. 



APPENDIX OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS 
WITH NOTES 



CONTENTS 



t PASS 

I. Notes bt Aubbsy, Oldys, and Manninobam .... 185 

TI. Db QniN0EY*8 Comments 187 

III. Supposed Pebsonal 'Allusions 189 

lY. Mabbiagb Contbacts ob Espousals 190 

V. Excommunication and otheb Penalties 197 

Yl. Shakespsabe and Whttgift 198 

YII. The Shaxpebe-Whateley Entby 200 

YIU. The Mabbiaoe Licence Bond 202 

IX. Banns of Mabbiagb 205 

X. I'he Mabbiagb of Ministbbs 206 

XI. The Beoobds of the Gonsistoby Goubt 208 

XIL Mabbiagb Licences ob Dispensations 212 

XIIL The Ancient Rbomtby 217 

XIY. The Whatelby Ebbob 219 

XY. Richabd Hatha way's Will 221 

XVL Examples of Mabbiage Licence Records 224 

XYII. The Terminal Pabish 227 

XVIII. The Substituted Pabishes 228 

XIX. Temple Gbafton 230 

XX. Mabbiage in the Bbidb's Pabish 232 

XXI. Richabd Hathaway, Dbamatist 233 

XXII. St. Martin's Church, Worcester 235 

XXIII. Luddington 236 

XXIY. Certificates of Consent 237 

XXY. John Shakbbpeabe, Becusant (?) 241 

XXYI. Beasons fob Mabbiage Licences 243 

XXYII. Social Position of Pebsons Licensed 246 

XXYin. The Pbohibited Seasons 246 

XXIX. William Beeston 249 

XXX. Dowdall's Lbtteb 250 

XXXI. The Bidford Legend 252 

XXXII. Enquiries by Aubrey and Bettbrton 253 

183 



184 



APPENDIX 



PA«B 

XXXJIL Shjikb8pbarb*8 Eabldbst Wobk in thb Poxmb and Plats 255 

XXXIV. Adkinistbatiok of Biohabd Shakxspeabb's Goods . 269 

XXXY. Robert Abdbn*8 Will and Inyentobt 261 

XXXVL John Shakbspbabb and thb Playbrs 264 

XXXVII. The Yioar of Chablbootb 265 

XXXYIIL William Shakbspbabb's Will 266 

XXXIX. Shakbbpbaeb in His Own Plats 271 

XL. An Allusion to Shakbspbabb 273 

XLI. Anbodotbs from the Plxtme M8S 274 



NOTE BY JOHN AUBREY 

From Avbrey'a Brief Lives, edited by Dr. Andrew Clark, L 204. 

"Sir William Davenant (1605-6—1668). 

* Sir William Dayenant, Enight, Poet Lanreate, was borne 
[about* the end of February — vide A. Wood's Antiq. Ozon. — 
baptized 3 of March a.d. 1605-6] in . . . street in the city of 
Oxford at the Crowne taveme. His father was John Davenant, 
a vintner Ihere, a very grave and discreet citizen : his mother 
was a very beautifull woman, and of a very good witt, and of 
conversation extremely agreeable. . . . Mr. William Shake- 
speare was wont to g6e into Warwickshire once a yeare, and 
did commonly in his journey lye at this house in Oxon where 
he was exceedingly respected. . . . Now Sir William would 
sometimes, when he was pleasant over a glasse of wine with his 
most intimate friends — e.g. Sam Butler (author of Hudibras), 
&c. — say, that it seemed to him that he writt with the very 
spirit that Shakespeare, and seemed contented * enough to be 
thought his son." 

« MS. Aubr. 6 fol. 46. 

** Tbo wordB here put in square brackets arc a later inaertioii : the firrt olaote 
is Boored oat. 

* '*Contentended''iiiM8. 



NOTE BY WILLIAM OLDYS (1696-1761) 

In a copy of Grerard Langbaine's Accown;t of the English 
Dramatie Poets, 1691 (British Museum, 0. 28. g. 1), the 

i8s 
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following is written between the printed lines at the top of 
page 456 : — 

** His poem called Lover's Affection ^ seems to be jmtten to 
his beantifnl wife under some Bamour of Inconstancy." 

There are no grounds for the supposition that Shakespeare's 
wife is alluded to in these Sonnets. 



NOTE BY MANNINGHAM 

From the Diary of John MatmingJiam of the Middle 
Temple.^ Edited by John Bruce and presented to the Camden 
Society by William Tite. Page 39. The diary is in the 
British Museum. H 1. 5353 (4). 

** Upon a tyme when Burbidge played Bichard III, there 
was a citizen grone soe farr in liking with him, that before shee 
went from the play shee appointed him to come that night 
unto hir by the name of Bichard the Third. Shakespeare 
overhearing their conclusion went before, was intertained . • • 
ere Burbidge came. Then message being brought that Bichard 
the Third was at the dore, Shakespeare caused retume to be 
made that William the Conqueror was before Bichard the 
Third. Shakespeare's name was William. (Mr. Touse ?)." 

> The Bonnots now numbered 92 to 95 are printed in the 1640 edition under 
the title of '' A LoTer'a Affection though his Love prove Unoonstant." 

* Manningham entered as a student in March 1597-8. He died in 1G22. 



II 

DE QUINCEY'S COMMENTS 

Among the subjects discussed byDe Qoincey are Anne Hatha- 
way's seniority to her husband and the early birth of their first 
child : '^ But in this case there seems to have been something 
more in motion than passion or the ardour of youth. . . . ' I 
like not/ says Parson Evans (alluding to Falstaff in mas- 
querade), ' I like not when a woman has a great peard : I spy a 
great peard under her muffler.'^ Neither do we like the 
spectacle of a mature young woman, five years past her 
majority, wearing the semblance of haying been led astray by 
a boy who had still two years and a half to run of his 
minority." ^ The only known proof of the statement that 
Shakespeare's wife was his senior by about eight years is the 
following inscription on a brass plate affixed to her tombstone 
in the church at Stratford-upon Avon : — 

** Here lyeth interred the body of Anne wife 
of William Shakespeare who depted this life the 
6th day of Augu. 1623. Being of the age of 67 yeares." 

Tombstone inscriptions are not always trustworthy records,^ 
and that recording Anne Shakespeare's age can Jiardly be 
admitted as evidence sufficiently conclusive to bear the weight 
of the many assumptions based upon the disparity it indicates 
If the manuscript used by the engraver had been the 

» Merry Wivet of TFtndtor, iv. 2. 

' ShaJupeare, A Biography, p. 45. In jiutioe to De Qninoey it Bhould be 
stated that the biography, wfaicb was written in 1838, **had not the benefit of 
any reviaion before hU lamented death in 1589." Note in the 1864 edition. 

' Malone calla attention to errors on tombetones, and instances Lady Lnoy's 
opitaph. The Life of WtUiam Shdkapeare, 1821, note on p. 124. HalliweU- 
Phillipps cites the substitution of the nnmeral two for elcTcn in the inscription 
on Mrs. Hall's tombstone in the ohuitsh at Stratford-upon-Ayon : " The inscrip- 
tion here referred to haying been tampered with in modern times." OuUinee, 
ii. 323, note 180. 

187 
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work of one of the inferior scribes of those times, the sub- 
stitution of the numeral 7 for a badly formed 1 would be 
within the bounds of possibility. The absence of any con- 
iirmation of the age justifies some caution in accepting con- 
clusions based upon data so notorious for error. 

In commenting upon tha birth of Shakespeare's daughter 
Susanna ** six nipnths short by one week " horn the supposed 
date of the marriage, De Quincey states that it was barely 
possible for the marriage to have been solemnized before 
December Ist^^ As an explanation intended to free the poet 
and his wife from th^ implied reproach in this matter, reliance 
is sometimes placed/iipon the fedrly well ascertained though 
remote possibility t^t the short period between the dates of 
the marriage licence, November 27th, and Susanna's baptism, 
May 26th, was sufficient to ensure viability. Cases cited by 
experts support this contention,^ and those who wish to make 
the best of the evidence may also claim that Shakespeare 
might have been married at Worcester on the date of the 
licence, and that, with an interval of four days between the 
birth and the christening, the remaining period of 175 days — 
six lunar months and one week — is well beyond the minimum 
mentioned by authorities in the Jardine case quoted by Guy 
and Ferrier. In connection with this branch of the subject, 
but with little bearing upon Shakespeare's case, it may be 
mentioned that in some of the Worcester licence bonds a 
description of the bride as ^' singlewoman " implies a know- 
ledge of certain conditions which rendered the term more 
appropriate than that of '^ maiden " as usually applied. The 
instances are few, and the significance of the term is shown by 
its occurrence in one of the London marriage allegations, in 
which the word ^* singlewoman " is substituted for the cancelled 
word ^' maiden," an explanation of the reason for the change 
being also given.^ 

' Shakeipeare^ A Biography, p. 43. 

* Guy and Ferrier, The frineipUs of Foreimo Mediowe. Beyiaed bj Wm. 
B. Smith, 1895,pp. 162^9. The matter is dealt with also by HamweU-Phimpps 
in OutitiMf, ii. 856, note 275. 

' No. 1 AUegaUon Book. London Diocesan Registry, December 18th, 1596. 



Ill 

SUPPOSED PERSONAL ALLUSIONS 

Allusions to Shakespeare's personal experiences are supposed 
to be found in the following passages : — 

The Tempest, iv. 1. "If thou dost break." 

All's Well that Ends Well, ii. 3. "War is no 
strife." 

Measube fob Measure, L 3. " Upon a true contract." 

Midsummer Night's Dream, i. 1. "Or else misgraffed 
in respect of years." 

Twelfth Night, ii. 4. " Too old by heayen. . . . Then 
let thy love." 

CoMEDT OF Errors, v. 1. " The yenom clamours." 

The Winter's Tale, i. 2. " As rank as any flax-wench." 
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IV 

MARRIAGE CONTRACTS OR ESPOUSALS 

The suit of William Holder of Fulbrook against Alice Shaw 
of Hatton for the completion of an alleged contract of marriage 
was heard in the Consistory Court at Worcester on various 
dates between October 1585 and June 1586.^ A '' diffinitive 
sentence " was read in the court in February 1586-7, and the 
last reference in the Act Book, dated June IGth, states that 
the defendant was then contumacious after excommunication 
for forty days.^ In the deposition given below, dated December 
7th, 1585, Thomas Graunt of Wallhouse in the county of 
Worcester, Gentleman, described the circumstances under 
which the alleged contract was made. 

^' Upon the Sunday next before the feast of St Mathewe 
last past this deponent came unto the house of one Thomas 
Bree of the parish of Hatton, father in lawe to the said Alice 
Shawe, of intent to have had some conference as well with the 
said Bree as with the said Alice, conoeminge the concluding 
of a marriage between the said parties articulate, and fynding 
the said Thomas Bree from home, and the said Alice conform- 
able and willing to acknowledg herself to be the wieff of the 
sayd Wm. Holder, this deponent walking forth with the said 
Alice Shaw in the backside of the said Thomas Bree his said 
house. And upon examination of bothe parties, finding them 
both willing to be contracted, this deponent said, Alice, are 
you contented to be this man bis wief (meaning the said 

^ Depo$itum Book No. 3 and Ad Book No 4, Worcester Diocesan Registry. 
' The rcsnlts of persistent contumacy are described in this Appendix, No. V. 
It is probable that imprisonment foUowed in this 
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Holder) and she sayd I am^ and agayne saying unto her the 
said Alice, are yon content to geve this man your fiedth and 
trothe, and she answered I am, and also asking her whether 
she was content to forsake all other men and to betake her 
self unto him onely as unto her husband, and she did make 
answer with theis wordes, viz., I am content, whereupon this 
deponent replyed and sayd, Alice, then this it is, you do here 
willingly acknowledge this man to be your husband and your 
self to be his wief, and she answered, I doe, and said againe unto 
her, yow do also confesse that you have hereupon given him 
your fedth and your trothe, and she made answer I doe, you do 
likewise confesse (said this jurat unto her) that you are content 
to forsake all other men and betake yourself unto him onely, 
as to your husband, and she answered, I do confess it. Then 
this deponent said unto her, in pledge and token thereof geve 
him your hand, which she did, and that then and there the 
said Holder, mutatis mutandis, did contract and give his faith 
and his trothe unto the said Alice, as her husband, as in effect 
she the said Alice had done to him as his wief and so leused 
handes and kissed together in the presence of this deponent. 
. • . That this deponent after this contract soe passed between 
the said parties, did send them the said Holder and Alice into 
her father in lawes said house, there to acknowledge and con- 
fesse the said contract so had and made between them as is 
before said, before one Baphe Willis and John Maydes, who 
were then in the said house, and before whom this deponent 
thinketh the said contract was acknowledged, but he further 
saieth, that he this deponent coming afterwards into the said 
house amonges them, said amongst other things, unto the said 
Alice, I hope you do remember what you have done, and she 
said, yea yery well, then said this deponent, you have acknow- 
ledged your self to be this man's wief, I have so sir said she, 
and this deponent said againe, yea, you have not only con- 
tented your self to be his wief but also you do here acknow- 
ledge before all theis, that you are his wieff, and she said I 
doe, and doe and will forsake all other men for him and there- 
upon the said William Holder and she the said Alice kissed 
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together in the presence of this deponent and the afore-named 
Baphe Willis and John Maides." ^ 

Bandolph Willis and John Maydes corroborated portions 
of Graunt's statement, but the relatives of neither Holder nor 
Shaw appear to have been called upon for evidence. The 
words '^ husband ** ^ and '' wife " indicate the nature of the con- 
tract to which the parties were binding themselves : it was a 
contract '*by words of the present time," — in fact a legal 
marriage. 

Informal contracts were sometimes made when parents had 
not succeeded in arranging the terms upon which their children 
were to be espoused. The case of Henry Nicolson against 
Elizabeth Fisher, before the Worcester court for several months 
during the years 1584 and 1585,^ affords an example of the 
quaint methods of the betrothal of an impatient couple after 
their friends had met to discuss a projected marriage and fiEoled 
to agree. 

On July 9th, 1584, John Woodward of the city of Gloucester, 
Broad weaver, deposed ^* That aboute a fortnight before Christmas 
last past the certen day otherwise he remembreth not this jurat 
and one John Balie were at one Andrew's howse at Beckford 
in the countie of Gloucester brother in law to the said Elizabeth 
Fisher. And one the backside of the same howse this jurat 
and the said John Bailie sent for the said Elizabeth Fisher to 
come and talke with them. Upon hir cominge unto them this 
jurat examined hir what good likinge there was betwene Henry 
Nicolson and hir, who answered verie good likinge, for I have 
had divers suitors which sought my good will, yet I never 
liked of any one so well as of him, and if I had five hundred 
pounds I could finde in my hart to make him master of hit. 
And further this jurat demanded of hir whether she did thinke 
in hir conscience if Henry Nicolson and she were man and wife 
before God or not who answered by hir fiedth and truthe she 
verily believid hit in hir conscience, herupon this examinat 

' Deooniion Book No. 8, Woroeater Diooesan Registry. 

* ** He is your husband on a pre-contract," Measure for Jfeoturs, !▼. 1. 

' DepotUion Booh No. 8 and Act Book No. 4, Worcester Diocesan Registry. 
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axed hir whether she could willingly wishe that the sayd 
Henry Nicolson and she might be betrothed and contracted 
the one to the other and she answered willingly, this deponent 
wishing her to take heed that she did it willingly of hir owne 
consent without any procurement, and so willed them bothe to 
take hands, who so did, this jurat using these words. Henry 
will you take this woman to your wife forsaking all other, and 
he answered yea by his truthe, and after this jurat used the 
like words to the sayd Elizabeth, miUcUis mtUandis who answered 
that for his sake she was content to forsake all other and to 
him to giye hir fiedth and truthe, and so losed their hands and 
kissed together." 

Elizabeth Fisher, in her deposition, dated July 25th, 1584, 
stated that the promise was made upon the condition that 
^' hir frends wold yeld their consent thereto and that he had 
lyvinge to maintaine them." She also said that she ''had 
certain handecarches of the said Henry Nicolson which she 
delivered againe ^ and likewise the said Henrie had some of 
this examinat which are not delivered againe saving one in 
signe and token of good will betwene them." 

Another witness, Edmund Andrews of Beckford deposed 
''That there were divers of the friends as well of the said 
Henry Nicolson as Elizabeth Fisher mett and assembled 
together at this deponent's howse the same day which the 
supposed contract was made to have some speches of 
marriage^ and of certain conditions towchinge the same, but 
no contract at that tyme was maide betwene the parties 
unlesse it were privatlye whereunto none of the friends of the 
sayd Elizabeth Fisher were privie or consenting unto." ^ 

According to another deposition the friends of the parties 
who fiEoled to arrange the terms of marriage on the first 
occasion were Henry Nicolson, father of the plaintiff, William 

* Ophelia, My lord, I have remembranoes of youn 
l^t I have long^ long to re-doliTer ; 
I pray yon, now reoeive them. 

EamUt, iU. 1. 

* Angdo, " There was some speech of marriage." — Mecuurefor Meatwr«f Y. 1. 

* J)epo$U4im Book No. 8, Woroegter Diooeean Begistry. 
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Turbilly Edmund Andrews, Thomas Fisher, Edmnnd Greorge, 
John Balies, John Woodward, and one Tailor. A more 
successful attempt to arrange the terms seems to have been 
made by the friends after the alleged contract. The suit 
was decided in Nicolson's favour, and Elizabeth Fisher was 
excommunicated for refusing to obey the order of the 
Court 

The result of one of these matrimonial suits appears in a 
London allegation dated November 25th, 1598, on which day 
John Eidder of St Martin's in the Vintry, London, " Weaver, 
a Widower aged about 35 years/' applied for a licence and 
alleged '^ that he intendeth to marry one Catherine Draycott 
Maiden of the Parishe of St James G^urlick Hithe aged about 
21 years the naturall daughter of John Draycott while he 
lived of St. Michael's Queenhithe Baker deceased and he 
further allegeth that he hath commenced a suite in the Court 
of Audience against the said Catherine Draycott uppon a 
contract of marriadge and hath had a sentence deffinitive 
passed on his side in the said Court, wherein she is adjudged 
to be his lawfull wyfe. Then likewise appered personally 
Elizabeth Bland Widow the natural mother of the said Catherin 
and acknowledged the premisses before alleged to be true and 
likewise testified her consent." ^ 

Beynolds, in his Constitutional says: ''And let priests 
often forbid such as are disposed to marry to plight their troth 
anywhere but in some notable place before [priests or] public 
persons called together for this purpose under pain of ex- 
communication." To this Johnson adds the following note : 
"Priests are not mentioned by Lyndwood. A contract in 
prsBsenti was absolutely obliging, as it still is, if made before 
any two good witnesses, and Lyndwood by 'public persons' 
understands two such witnesses in any public place. Tet 
the contract or espousals were regularly to be first made, or 
however before solemnization renewed, before the priest ; and 
there was an office for the purpose. Our espousals and 

^ Allegation Book No. 1, London Diocesan BegiBtry. 
' Dated about 1822. 
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solemnization are now put in one office." ^ An acknowledg- 
ment of these contracts appears in the Injunctions of King 
Edward VL, 1547 : " Item, Whether you know any to have 
made privy contracts of matrimony, not calling two or more 
thereunto." * 

There has been much controversy on questions relating to 
legitimacy and dower in the case of irregular marriages, but 
there can be no doubt that, if Shakespeare entered into a 
contract of marriage per verba praesenti or cohabited after a 
contract per verba futv/ro, he could have been ordered by the 
Ecclesiastical Court to proceed to solemnization even after a 
subsequent marriage with another.^ This second marriage 
would also have been void at Common Law by sentence of the 
aforesaid Court. The difference between the Canon and Civil 
Law on this subject is shown in the following extracts : — 

" A contract made per verba prsesenti, or per verba defuturo 
followed by cohabitation, between persons able to contract, 
was deemed a valid marriage and equally binding as if made 
in facie ecdesise ; it was indissoluble, and either petrty might 
in the spiritual court compel the other to solemnize the 
marriage ecclesiastically. . . . Nevertheless it was decided 
by the House of Lords in the case of Beg, v. MUliSy 10 CI. & F.y 
534, that there could not have been a valid marriage before the 
Beformation without the presence of a priest ecclesiastically 
ordained, or afterwards without the presence of a priest or 
deacon." * 

'* There are three distinct points as to legitimacy on which 
the Canon Law was not accepted or recognized by the law of 
England: — First, that by the law of England, a ceremony 
before a priest was necessary to the validity of the marriage in 
order that the wife might have dower of her husband's land 
and the children be heirs; whereas by the Pre-Tridentine 

* A CcUeeiion of the Laua and Oanom of the Church of England^ 1851, ii. 840. 
' Cordwoll, SynodaXia, i 51. 

* The Revd. H. K. Bowden says: '* Shakespeare in Fenion's defence of Anne 
Page's clandestine marriage lays down aocnratcly the Catholic doctrine on the 
subject.*' The Religion of Shaiietpeare, p. 258. Soo Merry Wivee of Windeor, 
V. 5. 

* J. T. Hammick, The Marriage Lava of England, 1887, p. 5. 
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Canon Law which still prevails, where the decrees of the 
Council of Trent are not published, simple consent of the 
parties, exchanged secretly and without any ceremony, either 
per verba prsesetUi or per verba ftUwro svhsequente copula without 
more constituted marriage. Secondly, the issue of a void 
marriage contracted bona fde; and thirdly, the issue of 
persons who subsequently to the birth of issue intermarry are 
legitimate by the Canon Law, but bastards by the Common 
Law.*'* 

> W. NeriU Geary, Th€ Law pf Marriage and Family BOaUons^ p. 3. 



EXCOMMUNICATION AND OTHER 
PENALTIES 

The following description of the proceedings upon the refusal 
of one of the parties to carry out a contract of marriage is 
taken from A Treatise of Espousals or Matrimonial Contracts^ 
by Henry Swinburne, 1686, page 231 : " By Laws Ecclesiasti- 
cal of this Bealm, if any having contracted spousals and being 
convented and adjudged to celibrate matrimony accordingly, 
do refuse to undergo the Execution of the Sentence pronounced 
by the ecclesiastical judge, he or she so refusing may for his 
contumacy or disobedience therein be excommunicated. And 
if the party do still persevere in that state by the space of 40 
days the ordinary may by a Significavit or Certificate under 
his Seal certify unto the Chancery the contempt of the party 
and craving the aid of the Secular power. Whereupon a writ 
de Excommunicatio Capiendo is to be directed to the Sheriff for 
the apprehension of the body of the same party excommuni- 
cated who being apprehended by virtue thereof is to be kept 
in prison, without bail or mainprise, until he or she have 
hiunbled themselves and obeyed the Monition of the Ordinary, 
which when it is done and the Church and party both satis- 
fied, then is the Ordinary to absolve the party and to certify 
the same to the said Chancery. Whereupon a writ is to be 
directed as before for the release of the parties imprisonment, 
which writ is called Breve de ExcommwUcatio ddiberando. To 
this punishment are they subject which have contracted 
spousals de prcesenti and afterwards refuse to undergo the holy 
bond of matrimony." 
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SHAKESPEARE AND WHITGIFT 

William Shaeesfeare's marriage licence is not the only 
document in which Whitgift, in his official capacity, is named 
in connection with the poet's affairs. As Archbishop of 
Canterbury he was authorized to license books and pamphlets 
under the injunctions issued by Queen Elizabeth on coming to 
the throne. After his translation from Worcester to Canter- 
bury in 1583, Whitgift sent out certain Articles, including 
one '^ against printing and publishing of books and pamphlets 
without licence of the Archbishop or Bishop."^ In 1593 
Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis, which was published by 
Bichard Field, a Stratford man, was licensed by the Arch* 
bishop and entered in the Stationers' Begister. Fo. 297b : — 



Bichard ffeild 

Assigned over to 
master Harrison 
senior 25 Junij 
1594. 



xviii Aprilis 

Entred for his copieimder th[e hjandes 
of the Archbisshop of Canterbury 
and master warden Stirrop, a booke 
intituled Venus and Adonis, yj** s.* 



It is not known in what form the licence was given, as the 
original document has not been preserved ; but it must have 
been signed by the Archbishop. That Whitgift probably 
made himself acquainted with the nature of the poem dedi- 
cated to Lord Southampton is indicated by his close personal 

" Strype, Life of Whitgift, 1 232. 

■ Dr. Edward Arber, A Transcript of the Regi$ter§ of (lie Company of 
StatianerSj London, ii. 630. 
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oversight of books and pamphlets entered with the Stationers* 
Company. In the Warden's accounts for the year ended 
July lOUi, 1587, appears a sum of xii' ^'layde out in charges 
to procure a copie for my Lord of Canterburye of a popishe 
booke which was in pryntinge." ** Item paid for goinge and 
comminge by water to Lambeth iij severall tymes and for 
other busynes about the Cumpanyes affayres at that time — 
iii' V*." Accounts for the year ended 10 July 1588. To 
this entry Dr. Arber appends a note: ''This and other like 
entries show that Archbishop Whitgift kept the officers of 
the Company pretty busy at work.'* ** Item paid in search at 
Billingsgate iij dayes for bookes that came out of Scotland 
beinge ij barrelles and ij fyrkins delivered to my lordes grace 
(of Canterbury) xj* viij^'* Accounts for year ended 10 July 
1594.1 

' Dr. Arber*8 Ttanaoripi, I pp. 520, 526, and 567. 



VII 

THE SHAXPERE-WHATELEY ENTRY 

The register in which is entered the well-known record of the 
grant of a licence for the marriage of " W™ Shaxpere et Anna 
Whateley de Temple Grafton " is one of a series of folio yolumea 
commencing in 1268 with that of Godfrey de Giffard and con- 
tinuing with but little interruption until the present day. 
These registers contain the official acts of the bishops of 
Worcester, such as dedications of abbeys, elections of abbots, 
consecrations of churches, ordinations, visitations, institutions, 
copies of papal bulls and other communications, and licences to 
serve cures, to teach, and to eat flesh during Lent^ 

The Manor of Stratford belonged to the bishops until 1549, 
when it came into the possession of John Dudley Earl of 
Warwick, afterwards Duke of Northumberland, in exchange 
for lands in Worcestershire.^ Among the early references in the 
episcopal registers to this connection between the bishops and 
the town are the following : — ** 1281. Mandate to the deans 
of Stratford, Warwick, Hampton, Blockley and Stowe to pro- 
nounce sentence of the greater excommunication against those 
who trespass in the bishop's park at Stratford." In 1285 
the bishop was summoned to "answer the King by what 
warrant he claims to have a market and free warren at Strat- 
ford."® Other matters of historical interest include the copy 
of a letter, dated October 20th, 1356, from Edward the Black 

' The partionlara of a licence to teach in the Qrammar-School at Stratford- 
upon-Avon are glTen at p. 108. 

^ B. B. Wheler, History and Aniiquiiie$ of Straiford'Upon'Avon, p. IS. 

' The BegiOer of Bishop Godfrey Giffard, Edited by J. WiUis-Bond, pp. 183 
and 253. 
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Prince at Bordeaux to his firiend Bishop Reginald Brian^ giving 
an account of those who were taken at the battle of Poictiers.^ 
This letter was received at Alyechurch on December Isty 1356. 
At the end of register No. XXXIII. are copies of letters from 
Charles 1st to Bishop Prideauz at the commencement of the 
Rebellion. The king enjoins vigilance in the pastoral charge 
and asks for contributions, to be repaid with interest at 8 per 
cent, ''as soon as theise distractions shall be somewhat 
appeased." 

The " Shaxpere-Whateley " entry, to which public atten- 
tion was first called some years ago by the Revd. T. P. Wadley, 
occurs on folio 43i of .voliune No. XXXII., in a list of licences 
granted between April 1579 and March 1585, after which date 
no further matrimonial entries were made in the bishop's 
registers. The list of licences is interrupted by ordination lists 
and a " sentence " from folios 44a to 506 inclusive. 

' Register, No. XL, foUo 1186. 



VIII 

THE MARRIAGE LICENCE BOND 

The bond signed by SandeUs and Bichardson on the issue of 
Shakespeare's marriage licence was discoyered in 1836 by the 
late Sir Thomas Fhillipps in a bundle of wills, inyentoriesy 
and administration bonds, which he was calendaring at the 
Worcester Diocesan Registry. The bond is written in the 
ordinary running hand of the period on an oblong sheet of 
yellum, a narrow strip at the lower right hand comer haying 
been cut and knotted for the reception of the wax upon which 
the seals were impressed. In 1841 the bond was taken from 
the file for the conyenience of the many who desired to inspect 
it. Four other bonds were also remoyed and improperly placed 
with some marriage licence documents, of yarious dates from 
1601 to 1611, which are still kept in the old will room on the 
north side of Edgar Tower. The bundles of wills with which 
the greater part of the marriage licence bonds are filed were 
transferred to the new registry when the Probate Act came 
into operation in 1858. 

The double thong of white leather upon which the docu- 
ments were filed was unbroken when the Shakespeare bond 
was discovered, and no doubt can be reasonably entertained as 
to its genuineness. Any suspicion suggested by the Ireland or 
other forgeries and substitutions of documents relating to the 
poet ^ will be removed by a comparison of the bond with those 
of the same period ; and, further, the issue of a licence to 
Shakespeare at that time is placed beyond dispute by the 
bishop's register record, which was not known to be in existence 
when the bond was found. It may also be as well to state 

* For an acoonnt of these and other forgcrioB, see Sidney Lce*8 lAfe of 
Shakeipearey pp. 365-9. 
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tliat the bond was removed from its original position by the 
depnty registrar, who replaced it by the following memoran- 
dum : ** Bond given by Shakespeare's sureties on his obtaining 
a marriage licence 28 Nov', 25th y' of Elizabeth, taken from this 
bundle and placed in Mr. Henry Clifton's drawer in the South 
chamber of Edgar Tower, 13th August, 1841. H. Cliftx>n." • 

The writing of the bond was quite dear until 1885, when it 
was enclosed in glass and framed ; but some of the words are 
now scarcely legible. This change, as well as an increase of 
half an inch in length and a slight narrowing, is probably due 
to the process of cementing the vellum on the glass. 

For these reasons I have obtained the permission of Messrs. 
Thomas Bennett and Sons of Worcester to reproduce a photo- 
graph of the bond taken by them in June 1882, instead of 
using a print from a recent negative in which some of the 
above defects are too apparent 

The earliest of the Worcester bonds is dated 1552, but 
licences of earlier date are recorded in the bishops' registers. 
Many of the bonds for subsequent grants are missing ; for 
instance, no bond has yet been found for the licence issued on 
December 11th, 1573, for the marriage of Thomas Lucy, son of 
Sir Thomas Lucy of Charlecote, and Dorothy Arnold. 

The marriage licence bonds at Worcester usually show no 
signs of having been folded; but some which appear to have 
been signed away from the registry are marked with creases as 
though they had been so treated. The Shakespeare bond, 
which by its shape is ill suited for the purpose of transmission 
without being folded or rolled, is marked with three of such 
creases, but it is not known whether this was done after removal 
from the file of wills. 



Shakespeare's Licence Bond 

Noverint universi per presentes nos Fulconem Sandells 
de Stratford in comitatu Warwici agricolam et Johannem 
Bychardson ibidem agricolam teneri et firmiter obligari 
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Bicardo Cosin generoso et Boberto Warmstry notario 
publico in quadraginta libris bone et legalis monete Anglie 
solvendis eisdem Bicardo et Boberto heredibus executor- 
ibus yel assignatis suis ad quam quidem solucionem bene 
et fideliter faciendam obligamus nos et ntmmqne nostmm 
per se pro toto et in solidum heredes execntores et ad- 
ministratores nostros firmiter per presentes sigillis nostris 
sigillatas. Datum 28 die Novembris anno regni domine 
nostre Elizabethe Dei gratia Anglie Francie et Hibemie 
regine fidei defensoris &c. 25^ 

The condicion of this obligacion ys suche that if hereafter 
there shall not appere any lawful! lett or impediment by 
reason of any precontract consanguintie affinitie or by any 
other lawful! meanes whatsoever but that William Sliagspere 
one th'one partie, and Anne Hathwey of Stratford in the Dioces 
of Worcester maiden may lawfully solemnize matrimony 
together and in the same afterwards remaine and continew like 
man and wiffe according unto the lawes in that behalf provided 
and moreover if there be not at this present time any action sute 
quarrell or demaund moved or depending before any judge 
ecclesiasticall or temporal! for and concerning any suche 
lawful! lett or impediment. And moreover if the said William 
Shagspere do not proceed to solemnizacion of mariadg with the 
said Anne Hathwey without the consent of liir frindes. And 
also if the said William do upon his owne proper costes 
and expenses defend & save harmles the right Beverend 
father in Grod Lord John bushop of Worcester and lus offyoers 
for licencing them the said William and Anne to be maried 
together with once asking of the bannes of matrimony betwene 
them and for all other causes which may ensue by reason or 
occasion thereof that then the said obligacion to be voyd and 
of none effect or els to stand & abide in full force and vertue. 



IX 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

Vabious conditions as to banns were inserted in the 
Worcester marriage licences. In the Throgmorton-Sntton 
licence, previously referred to, publication is altogether dis- 
pensed with — the only instance I have found in the registers. 
In many of the older licences one proclamation, sometimes at 
the door of the church at the time of the marriage, is ordered, 
and this appears to have been the usual practice. In some 
cases the day before the ceremony is named for the banns, 
while in another they are to be ^' twyst lawfully first asked and 
proclaymed.'* Other variations give ** once in the accustomed 
manner ; " once in the parish of each of the parties before the 
day of solemnization ; or ** only in one of the parishes where 
the said parties abide at this presente." In other cases the 
banns are to be fully published, or *' according to the sacred 
canon," or on any Sunday, Saint's day, or Festival before the 
ceremony. 

In marriages without licence the law as to the full publica- 
tion of banns was considered to be complied with if they were 
proclaimed on three separate Sundays or Holy-days. 



aos 



X 

MARRIAGE OF MINISTERS 

In Queen Elizabeth's Injunctions of 1559, No. xxix., it is 
stated that certain rules had become necessary *' because there 
hath grown offence and some slander to the church by lack of 
discreet and sober behanour in many ministers of the church 
both in choosing of their wives and indiscreet living with 
them." The following example of the remedy which was 
applied, interesting on account of the signatture of Sir Thomas 
Lucy of Charelcote, is addressed to the registrar of the diocese, 
Robert Warmstry : — 

Whereas yt is set downe by the Queues Majesties In- 
junctions that no mynister shall take to his wyfe, any manner 
of woman without certyfyinge the Bysshoppe or his deputie, 
by two Justices of the Peace of the same shyre, dwellinge 
next to the place wheare the same woman hathe made hir 
most abydinge before hir marriage. Theese are to certyfie 
you that Jone Hytchcoke hathe dwellyd in Charlcott these 
fowre yeares last past, duringe wch tyme wee coulde never 
knowe, nor heare, but that hir conversation of lyvinge hathe 
bine honest and good. In wytnes whearof wee have sub- 
scribid our names the xv^ of this instant of September anno 
dni 1583. 

Your frindes — Thomas Lucy 

Humphrey Pejto. 

A licence was probably granted in all such cases in token 
of the bishop's approval. At the foot of a certificate as to the 
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** proper liying " of Ellen Pirton, one of the few documents of 
this kind which have been preserved at Worcester, the bishop 
signifies his consent to her marriage with Bichard Stone, 
Parson of Bedmarley D' Abitot, and adds : '^ he is desyronse 
to be married at Poyck or within the denerye thereof which I 
am contented he shall doe." ^ 

* The certificate and a bond dated May 2nd, 29 Elisabeth, are in the bondle 
of WillB and Bonda for the year 1587. Worcester Probate Registry. 



XI 

THE RECORDS OF THE CONSISTORY 
COURT 

Thb Act and Deposition books are records of the proceed- 
ings of the Worcester Consistory Court, which was formerly 
held at the Westem^end of the South aisle of the Cathedral. 
In Shakespeare's day Dr. Cosin was the Judge, and the matters 
submitted to his decision included testamentary, matrimonial, 
tithe, and defamation cases, the depositions containing much 
interesting matter relating to the counties of Warwick and 
Worcester, with many references to names of persons and 
places well known in connection with the Shakespeare fieuEnilies.^ 
In this court Mrs. Hall, the poet's elder daughter, proceeded 
against John Lane, Junr., for defamation, and a minute in the 
Act Booh No. 9 records Lane's excommunication.^ The Visita- 
tion books contain the records of less serious matters pre- 
sented to the Vicar Greneral or his deputy. " Whereas by the 
ancient custom, the said Archdeacons or their Officials should 
visit, or keep their Courts, or Generals, as they call them, but 
twice every year, viz., at Easter and Michaelmas. At which 
times they did in times past punish matters of less importance 
(then detected) by their own authority. And such causes as 
were of greater weight, they did make known to the Bishop or 
his Vicar General. Who thereupon did call the said offenders 
to the Bishop's Consistory (kept ever in one settled place,) 
there to be censured. Or else the Vicar Gteneral did twice 

' The Consistory Gonrt is now held at irregular interrals in the Chapter 
House, bnt these matters are not now within its jurisdiction. 
' For an account of this case, see OutiineSj L 242. 
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every year in proper person ride into the Archdeaconry. Or 
in his absence did then depute one grave Minister or more 
(who were called carreetores morum, &c.) for the hearing and 
determining of the same offences there presented. Who did 
render account of such his doings unto the Bishop, or to the 
Vicar General." ^ The entries in the Visitation books mainly 
refer to citations for such offences as teaching without licence,' 
sowing discord betwixt neighbours, ^'detect for a scoulde/' 
working on Festival days, playing ** foteball " in prayer time, 
clandestine marriage, playing a fiddle on Low Sunday, and 
living from a wife. In 1615 Bichard Castle of Stratford and 
his wife were cited "for being married by Mr. Ward contrary 
to the order of the Book of Common Prayer," the irregularity 
being the omission of the ring. The complaint against 
Thomas Quyney and his wife, Shakespeare's younger daughter, 
for marrying without licence^ is entered in the book &om 
which the above examples are taken. 

The series of Visitation Books is not complete, the volume 
covering the period of Shakespeare's early life having been 
lost, together, no doubt, with many references to Stratford 
people and their offences against the Church laws, and other 
information illustrative of old manners and customs.^ 

To the fortunate circumstance that the sixteenth century 
marriage licence bonds were considered of sufficient importance 
to be filed with the wills we owe the preservation of one of the 
most valuable of Shakespearean relics from the fate of very 
many of the records of what must* have been a busy registry 
in Elizabethan times. Some idea of the mass of papers which 
was then accumulated may be formed from one part of the 
business despatched on November 27th, 1582, the date of 
Shakespeare's licence. In addition to the ordinary probate, 
licence, and other business, the Act Book records the minutes 

» Strype, Life of Whiigift, iii. 375. 

* On June 14th, 1616, Bichard Hani of Stniford-upon-ATOii was cited for 
teaching without Uoence. 

» See p. 67. 

* For an alliuion to Shakespeare found in a manuaoript book of praoedenta, 
etc., Bee thia Appendix, No. XL. 
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of forty cases which were dealt with by the Chancellory Dr. 
Cosin, at the Consistory Court held on that day, and the 
deposition book contains the evidence of several witnesses in 
the suits then pending. 

The loss of a part of the documents accumulated for many 
centuries at the diocesan registry may well be due to accident, 
for Worcester sustained considerable injury during the siege 
of 1642, when the city and cathedral were pillaged by the 
victorious Parliamentary forces. An item in the accounts of 
the Dean and Chapter states that the sum of 48. 4d. was paid 
" To the mason for tyles, lyme and work done, in reparation of 
Mr. Organist's house ruined by a canon shott when Waller 
attempted the taking of the city." ^ After the siege of 1646 
the cathedral was damaged, and some of the adjacent buildings 
were destroyed. In the hurried removal of the contents of the 
muniment rooms, when their safety became threatened, the 
wills and bound volumes would be first cared for ; ^ but many 
books as well as loose papers, including the earlier marriage 
licence allegations, may have been destroyed or lost during 
the first years of the Commonwealth.^ The surviving records 
were, however, in safe keeping during the occupation of the 
city by Cromwell's army after the battle of Worcester on 
September 3rd, 1651. Considering the liability at such times 
to damage by damp, the documents at this registry are in a 
good state of preservation, and only a few show signs of having 
suffered firom that cause. The destruction of old documents 
may, in some cases, have been caused by the necessity of 
making room for the new. The removals, sometimes to less 
spacious premises, which the offices of the Worcester Registry 
are known to have experienced since the Beformation would 
be likely occasions for the destruction of such papers as were 
considered to be of little value, and the fact that one of them 
bore the name of Shakespeare would not, until late in the 

* John Noake, The Monaitery and CiUhedral of Worcister, p. 562. 

' Many similar documents were, no doubt, destroyed with old St. Paal*8 
during the great fire of London. 

* At some of the diocesan registries various series of books and papers com- 
mence on the return of the bishops at the Restoration. 
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eighteenth century, have sayed it from the common fate. The 
loss of many records was, no doubt, due to preventable causes. 
The personal interest of the officials in the historical treasures 
in their charge has of late years contributed to a better 
appreciation of their value. 

The records now at Edgar Tower, with the exception of a 
few of little historical value, are well arranged and cared for. 
The only urgent need is protection from fire, and it may be 
hoped that for this some provision will be made during the 
present restoration of the building. 



XII 

MARRIAGE LICENCES OR DISPEN- 
SATIONS 

The oldest records of licences or dispensations granted for 
marriages in England are '* doubtless in the Vatican." Licences 
''are to be found of as early a date as the year 1300, in 
the library at Lambeth ; and some as early as the twelfth 
century are in the British Museum." Sims, Manual for the 
Oeneahffist, pp. 362-3. The earliest licence recorded in 
the registers of the bishops of Worcester was granted on 
January 27th, 1446, to Bichard Beauchamp, son of Sir John 
Beauchamp, and Elizabeth Stafford ; the next is dated 1465/ 
and no other licence appears until 1530, during the episcopate 
of Jerome de Ghinucciis, the last of the four Italians who 
occupied the see from 1497 until the abolition of the Pope's 
authority over the church in England.* There can be no 
doubt, however, that many licences were granted between 1465 
and 1530, and at earlier dates, which were not entered in the 
registers. After the Beformation the entries gradually become 
more numerous. Though alien bishops no longer augmented 
the revenues of the Church by the sale of indulgences and 
dispensations, the change was not productive of any reduction 
in the number of licences. 

On the subject of the cost of licences at the date of the 
Shakespeare grant I have no definite information. In the 

* Both of these licences were granted by Bishop Carpenter. BeeiBter. 
No. XXII., folios 47o and 1886. 

' The ancient right of dispensation formerly held by the Pope in England 
was transferred to the archbishops and bishops by the Act 25 Hen. YIIL, a 21, 
■• 8. 
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Articles agreed upon at a Convocation in 1575, a fee of 10«. 
is named for licences to marry without banns granted at the 
Archbishop's Faculty office for the provinces of Canterbury 
and York. In the table of fees payable to the officers of 
ecclesiastical courts issued by Archbishop Whitgift in 1597 
the charges for the two kinds of licences are as follows : — 

8. d. 

Licentia solemnizandi matrimonium ) Judge ... 6 8 

absque bannis ) Register ... 3 4 

Licentia solemnizandi matrimonium ) Judge ... 2 

tempore prohibito bannis editis ) Register ... 1 4 

A fee of four pence was also payable to the Keeper of the 



Before the above table was issued a bill had been brought 
in '^ against excessive fees of ecclesiastical judges, and other 
officers and ministers ; and delivered to Mr. Speaker," ^ and it 
may be inferred that the cost of licences had previously been 
irregular and excessive. The socied position of many of those 
to whom licences were granted in Whitgift's time points, how- 
ever, to the conclusion that the cost, especially for marriages 
during the prohibited seasons, was moderate, and that the fee 
paid by Shakespeare would approximate to that named in the 
table of 1597, viz. 3s. 8i., which is a smaller sum relatively 
than the £2 15$. now charged at the Worcester Diocesan 
Registry. 

Among the means used to effect irregular marriages the 
licence has played a prominent part.^ In 1584 a ** Book of 
Articles " was offered to Parliament, and it is stated in the 
thirteenth that ** There is one facultie of great inconvenience 
granted not only by the court of Faculties, but by the chan- 
cellor of every diocese, viz., the dispensation for marriage 
without banns asking. By occasion whereof children make 
disordered matches without the assent of their parents and 

» Strype, U/e of WhUgift, ii 877. 

* In addieMing the biihopt on these and other abnfet in the choroh, Qneen 
EUubeth warned them in 1584 ** That if they ... did not amend she was 
minded to depose them.** Strype, Irt/« o/ TF^^A i. 893. 
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orphans are left to the spoil of nnthrift persons." To this 
article the bishops made answer : '^ 1. It may be so qualified 
that no inconvenience shall ensne thereof. 2. There be divers 
reasonable oocasions, that daily happen which may hinder the 
thrice asking of banns; which causes are meet to be con- 
sidered of and allowed by the Ordinary or his deputy. 3. The 
inconvenience that is proposed is in most dioceses already met 
withal, by putting these conditions in the faculty ; viz. that 
they have their governor's consent ; that there is no suit for 
matrimony depending ; no pre-contract ; nor any other impedi- 
ment ; which the party is by a bond with sureties bound unto. 
So that by this means, this inconvenience is better met withal, 
than by asking the banns thrice; which may be done, and 
yet these impediments remain. 4. And since the bonds have 
been qualified as is abovesaid, being about one twelve month 
past, experience doth teach, that none of the pretended incon- 
veniences have happened." ^ In 1597 " Informations were also 
brought of some of these marriages by licence very incestuous 
and abominable: as of some marrying two sisters: another 
marrying his brother's wife, another marrjring his own mother's 
sister ; and another that married his own father's wife. Some 
married by a pretended minister without holy orders and by a 
parish clerk and [all by licences. . . . And because some in 
parliament had set so hard against licences to marry without 
banns; shewing the many mischiefs that had followed upon 
them, or at least upon the granting of them so hastily, and to 
any persons ; and that therefore it were better that the bishops 
and their courts were wholly deprived of the power of granting 
them ; (a thing that seemed to be aimed at)." * 

The following is a note to an edition of the Canons of 
1597 : ^* But heavy complaints were still continued against its 
courts and the details of its government, and they acquired 
additional force at this period from some notorious instances of 

> Dr. Wilkins, ConeHia, pp. 309-14. No. 4 is probably a reference to Whit- 
gift's Articles of September 1583. See Strype, Life of Whitffift, i. 227. 

* Strype, Life of WhUgift, iL 381. " It is thoug:ht that this revenue is a 
profit to the church 'against the law of Qod.. And is wished gcneraUy by the 
house [of Parliament] to be taken away." Ibid^ iii. 379. 
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abuse in marriage licences. . . . The Convocation determined 
to republish the Canons of 1585 with additional provisions, 
and a form of licence to be nsed in the case of a marriage 
without banns hoping that by these precautions they might 
be able to prevent any future scandals." ^ No effectual remedy, 
however, appears to have been applied to the abuses, for which 
the bishops were mainly to blame. Many of the Worcester 
bonds dated from 1599 to 1611 are unfinished, the first part 
having been generally completed, a blank space being left for 
the insertion of all or a [Mtrt of the conditions. The small 
importance then attached to the bond, both by the ofiScials 
and the sureties, is also indicated by the fact that in many 
cases the signatures appear on unfinished documents. In the 
year 1619, John Hoskin, one of the petty canons of Worcester 
cathedral, "was dismissed from the quier as having dis- 
honoured the church by divers misdemeanours and clandestine 
marriages." ^ 

The following is a copy of the deposition made on July 
12th, 1582, by Robert Robinson, aged 44 years, Vicar of 
Grimley, in the suit of Thomas Winsore against Anne White 
alias Winsore, for the restitution of conjugal rights.^ 

"That aboute Michelmas come shalbe vi yeres upon a 
Saturday this jurat was sent for by Mr. Edmund Hall, Thomas 
Winsore, one White, and one Flavell, parties assemblid aboute 
a marriadge to ensue betwene the said Thomas Winsore and 
Anne White. And upon his cominge thiter he was requestid 
to solemnize matrimony betwene the said Thomas Winsore and 
Anne White which by vertue of a lycence graunted to him he 
did accordingly in a chamber of the said Mr. Halle's howse 
within the parishe of Grimley usinge the due order and forme 
sett downe for marriadg in all points and bothe the said 
parties most willinge and consentinge thereunto in the 
presence of this jurat Mr. Edmund Hall and his wiffe, Richard 
Saunt, John Staunton, William Boundie, John White and one 

^ Card well, Synodalia, i. 147. 

* John NookcN M(ma$tery and Cathedral of Woreester^ p. 549. 

* Worcester Consietor}' Court Act aud Deposition Books for the yean 1582 
and 1583. 
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Flavell with Robert Rose. And farther this jurat sayeth he 
was reqnestid to solemnize matrimony betwene them pryvatly 
in the said Mr. Hall's howse because the parties allegid that 
if it were knowen that the said Anne \Vliit weare married, 
divers wold sue hir for dett which hir former husband stodd 
indettid for which detts she might not so easely compound if 
it were known as she might otherwise." ^ 

Whether Bobinson was suspended for performing the 
ceremony out of church does not appear in the records. That 
he did not escape punishment is, howeyer, suggested by the 
fact that on June Sth, 1584, soon after the termination of 
the Winsor suit, one John Birch succeeded him as vicar of 
Grimley, the words in which the cause of a vacancy were 
almost invariably stated having been in this instance omitted 
from the record in the bishop's register.' During the vacancy 
of the see, the institution was effected at Lambeth by Arch- 
bishop Whitgift, who had recently been translated to Canter- 
bury from Worcester. 

^ DepotUion Booh No. 3, Worcester Diocesan Registry. 

' Register, No. XXXII., fo. 14&. The yacancy does not appear to have been 
caused by Robinson's death. I am informed that there is no entry of his burial 
at Giimley. 



XIII 

THE ANCIENT REGISTRY 

The building used as the .Episcopal Registry at Worcester in 
Shakespeare's day has not, to my knowledge, been located* 
In 1465 Bishop Carpenter provided chambers for his registrar, 
and it is probable that these were in his palace, an ancient 
building on the North side of the cathedral, overlooking the 
river Severn.^ At some unknown date after the Reformation it 
became customary for the registrar to provide offices at his 
private residence ; and maps of various dates show that during 
the eighteenth century two houses in the College Green were 
successively used for this purpose. In 1817 the registrar's 
offices were in a one-story building which formerly stood at 
the south-east comer of Edgar Tower. The offices are now in 
the spacious rooms of this ancient gateway of the monastery, 
which forms an appropriate home for the episcopal as well as 
capitular records. For nearly a century after the appointment 
of William Warmstry as bishop's registrar in 1544, various 
members of the fiamily held the office, and for a part of that 
time they resided in a house ^ on the North side of the bishop's 
palace. I have not been able to asciertain whether it was in 
the possession of the Warmstrys in 1582, when Robert, the 
official named in Shakespeare's licence bond, was registrar. 
It may, however, be assumed that, if the application for the 
licence was made in person, the parties attended either at the 

* This palaoe has been occapied by the deans of Worcester since 1S45, when 
the deanery, formerly the prior's house, was partly demolished. 

' For a description of this house, see Berrow*i Waroeater Jaumalj May 25th, 
1837, and The GmUUm(m*$ Biagazine^ January 1836, p. 14. 
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registrar's chambers in the episcopal palace or at the residence 
of Robert Warmstry. 

In 1751 the Worcester Porcelain manufactory was estab- 
lished in the Warmstry mansion, and as late as 1838 portions 
of the old honse were standing. The site is now occupied by 
Dent's Glove manufactory. 



XIV 

THE WHATELEY ERROR 

The whole of the entries in the lists of licences appear to have 
been written by the same scribe, probably a junior whose 
principal qualifications were neat penmanship and some know- 
ledge of Latin, the language in which the bishop's registers 
are written. The numerous errors show that his work was not 
corrected, and some unfinished paragraphs indicate that the 
original documents from which he was transcribing had not 
been completed. For instance, an entry dated June 14th, 
1581 : '' Item 14 die eisdem mensis emanavit licenoia solemni- 
zandi viatrimomum itUer Johnem Wise de Hdlisowen,*^ is 
followed by another also unfinished and evidently connected 
with it: **Item eodem die similis emanavit licencia aclemni" 
zandi matrimonivm inter Twise etfamvlam'' ^ It would appear 
that in this case, the only one I have discovered in which an 
occupation is given in these entries, one of the parties was 
described as a servant, the English word probably having 
been used;^ and, as the name of the bride is not given in 
either of the entries in the list, it is probable also that the 
original docimient was incomplete, and that the scribe did not 
observe this until he had made the second attempt to enter 
the particulars. The nature of these and other errors' is 
against the theory that the lists were compiled from a draft, 
and the curious entries just described further indicate that the 

^ Begifltcr, No. XXXII., fo. 39&. Worooster Dioceean BegUtry. 

' In the Court books the dopodtionB of witneaseB are written in the more 
familiar language. 

' For notes on other errors in the matrimonial entries, see this Appendix, 
No. XVI. 
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particulars were taken from an original document, probably an 
allegation, and that the statement of John Wise, the applicant 
for the licence, had not been cancelled. Examples of tihie kind 
are found in the London records.^ Although it is not known 
whether Shakespeare or his friends applied for the licence at 
Worcester or at Stratford, it appears probable that the latter 
or some of them attended in person at the registry. In this 
case it is not difficult to account for the substitution of the 
name Whateley for that of Hathaway. Thus amongst other 
possible explanations it may be suggested that, when the poet's 
licence business had been despatched as far as feasible after 
the late arrival of the party from Stratford on the evening of 
that busy November day, the scribe, while making his neat 
entries of the day's licences, was interrupted by an enquiry 
from Parson Whateley as to some detail of his tithe-case 
which had been before the Consistory Court that afternoon. 
On continuing his work, the scribe with somewhat divided 
attention may have allowed the plaintiff's name, perhaps 
written by him more than once in connection with the case, 
to stray into his licence paragraph, with a result not a little 
perplexing to inquirers three centuries afterwards. 

' See an instance described at p. 61. 



XV 
THE WILL OF RICHARD HATHAWAY 

Copied from a register at the Principal Probate Registry, 
Somerset Hoase. Probate was granted to Joan Hathaway, 
the widow, at London, July 9th, 1582, 

In the name of God, amen ; the firste daie of September, 
in the yeare of oure Lorde God one thowsande fyve hundred 
eightie one, and in the three and twentithe yeare of thee raigne 
of oure soveraigne ladye Elizabethe by the grace of God 
queene of Englande Fraunce, and L^lande, defender of the 
faithe etc. I, Richard Hathway of Shottree in the parrishe of 
Stratford-uppon-Avon in the countie of Warwicke husband- 
man, beinge sicke in bodye but of perfecte memorye, (I 
thancke my Lord God) doe ordaine and make this my last 
will and testamente in manner and forme followinge. Firste, 
I bequeathe my sowle unto allmightie God, trustinge to be 
saved by the merittes of Christes Passion, and my bodye to 
be buried in the churche or churche-yarde of Stratforde afore- 
saide. Item, I give and bequeathe unto Thomas my sonne 
sixe poundes thirtene shillinges fewer pence, to be paide unto 
him at the age of twentie yeares. Item, I give and bequeathe 
unto John my sonne six poundes thirtene shillinges fewer 
pence to be paide unto him at the age of twentie yeares. 
Item, I give and bequeathe unto William my sonne tenne 
poundes to bee paide unto him at the age of twentie yeares. 
Item, I give and bequeathe unto Agnes my daughter, sixe 
poundes thirtene shilUnges fewer pence to be paide unto her 
at the daie of her marriage. Item I give and bequeathe unto 
Catherine my daughter sixe poundes thirtene shillinges fower 
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pence to be paide unto her at the dale of her marriage. Item 
I give and bequeathe unto Margaret my daughter, size poundes 
thirtene shillinges fower pence to be paide unto her at the age 
of seayenteene yeares. And if it fortune that any of my said 
sonnes or daughters before named, that is to saie, Thomas 
John William Agnes Catherine or Margarett to decease 
before theie recey ve theire legacies, then my will is that the 
legacies of he or she so deceased to remayne equallie amonge 
the rest, and so unto the longest lyvers of theme. Item my 
will is (withe consente of Jone, my wife) that my eldiste sonne 
Barthellmewe shall have the use commoditie and profytt of 
one halfe yeard lande withe all pastures and meadowinge 
therto belonginge withe the appurtenaunces to be tilled 
mucked and sowed at the charges of Joane my wyffe he onelie 
findinge seede duringe the naturall life or widdowehode of the 
same Johan my wife to be severed from the other of my lande 
for his commoditie and profitte. And my will is that he the 
same Bartholomewe shal be a guide to my saide wife in hir 
husbandrye. And also a comforte unto his bretheme and sisters 
to his power. Provided alwaies that if the saide Joane, my 
wife shall att anye tyme or tymes at — after my decease goe 
aboute to disanull or to take awaye from my saide sonne 
Bartholomewe the f oresaide half yarde lande withe the appurte- 
naunces, so that he doe not enjoy e the commoditye and proffitte 
of the same accordinge to the trewe meaninge of this my last 
will and testamente. Then my will is that the sayde Joane 
my wief shall gyve delyver and paye unto my saide sonne 
Bartholomewe within one yeare after any suche deniall or 
discharge the somme of fortie poundes of lawfull Englishe 
monneye. Item my will is that all the seelinges in my hall- 
howse withe twoe joyned beddes in my parlor shall contynewe 
and stande unremoved duringe thee naturall liffe or widow- 
hode of Jone my wyffe and the naturiall lief of Bartholomewe 
my Sonne and John my sonne, and the longest lyver of theme. 
Item, I gyve and bequeathe unto everie of my god childrenne 
fower pence a peece of theme. Item I gyve and bequeathe 
unto Agnes Hath way and Elizabethe Hath way daughters unto 
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Thomas Hathway a sheepe a-peece of theme. This bequeast 
donne, debts paide and legacies leavied, and my bodye honestlie 
bnriedy then I gyve and bequeathe all the rest of my goodes 
moveable and unmoveable nnto Joane my wief whome I make 
my sole execntrixe to see this my last will and testament 
trolye performed. And I desier my trustie frende and neigh- 
bours Stephen Bnrman, and Fowlke Sandelles to be my super- 
visors of this my last will and testamente, and theie to have 
for theire paynes therin to be taken twelve pence a peece of 
theme. Witnesses, sir William Gilbarde, clarke and curate in 
Stretforde, Bicharde Burman, John Biohardson, and John 
Hemynge withe others. Signum -(- Bichardi Hathwaie testa- 
tons. — ^Debtes to be paide. Inprimis I doe owe unto my 
neighbour, John Pace fortye shUlinges. Item I owe unto 
John Barber thirtie sixe shillinges fewer pence. Item, I owe 
unto Thomas Whittington, my sheepherd, fewer poxmdes sixe 
shillinges eight pence. Item, I owe unto Edwarde Hollyocke 
for woode twenty shillinges. 



XVI 

EXAMPLES OF MARRIAGE LICENCE 
RECORDS 

The following grants of marriage licences entered in the 
registers of the bishops of Worcester show the changes in 
method of entry which resulted in the defective paragraphs 
of the lists in which the Shaxpere-Whateley licence is 
recorded : — 

Bishop Jerome de Ghinucciis. Register No. XXVIII., 
folio 646. 28th January 1533. 

xxyiij die mensis et anno domini ante dictis emanavit 
comissio domino Willelmo Basshe vicario perpetuo eoclesie 
parochialis de Erlingham Wigomiensis dioc. ad solempni- 
zandum matrimonium in facie ecclesie inter Johannem Butt et 
Johannam Hyet parochie predicte cum una edicione bannorum 
in foribus ecclesie parochialis predicte tempore hujusmodi 
solempnizacionis dumtaxat faciendum nullo canonico inter- 
veniente impedimento. 

Jerome de Ghinucciis. Folio 666. 30th April 1534. 

Ultimo die mensis Aprilis anno domini suprasoripto 
emanavit commissio curato ecclesie Collegiate de Stratford 
Wigomiensis dioc. ad solempnizandum matrimonium in hcie 
ecclesie cum una edicione bannorum inter quosdam Johannem 
Combe Juniorem de Astley Wigomiensis dioc. et Eatherinam 
Quynye de Stratford predicte. 
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Bishop Pates. Register No. XXXI., folio 23b. 5th January 

1556-7. 

Quinto die mensis January anno domini &c. supradicto 
emanayit mandatum vicario ecclesie parochialis de Stratford- 
super-Avonam Wigomiensis dioc. ad solemnizandum matri- 
monium in facie ecclesie inter Margaretam Philippes ibidem 
viduam et Edwardum Walford parochie de Evenlode cum una 
edicione bannomm ante diem solemnizacionis &c. more solito 
edito nuUo in ea parte canonico interveniente impedimento 
quum ad hoc congrue fuerit requisitum. 

Bishop BuUingham. Register No. XXXIL, folio 3a. 15th May 

1571. 

XY die mensis Maij anno domini prescripto concessa fuit 
licencia sive mandatum solemnizandi matrimonium in facie 
ecclesie cum una edicione bannorum tempore solenmizacionis 
hujusmodi matrimonii in ostio sive navi ecclesie dumtaxat 
faciendum inter MagistrumHenricum Heycroft yicarium ecclesie 
parochialis de Stratford-super- Avonam et Emmam Careles^ 
ibidem ceterisque aliis concurrentibus de jure in hac parte 
requisitis dummodo aliud canonicum in ea pa^nullo obstiterit 
impedimentum. 

BuUingham. Folio 45. 9th September 1571. 

Item septimo die ejusdem mensis emanayit consimile 
mandatimi solemnizandi matrimonium inter Thomam Elson et 
Annam Willoughby de Cropthome vicario ibidem. 

In the bond Elson is described as of Preston-on-Stour. 

BuUingham. Folio 6a. 18th March 1571-2. 

xYiij"" die Martij eodem anno emanayit curato Sancti 
Andree civitatis Wigom. solemnizandi matrimonium cum una 
edicione bannorum inter Thomam Wollasson et Margeriam 
Baker de Elmley Loyet. 

1 Married at Stratford-upoD-ATon, June ISth, 1571. 



226 APPENDIX 

BoUinghanL Folio 9a. 11th December 1573. 

Eiisdem die et anno emanavit licencia solemnizandi matri- 
monimn in navi vel ostio alicujus ecclesie capelle sea oratorij 
intra dioces. Wigom. inter Thomam Lucy armigerum et Doro- 
theam Arnold generosam parochie de Charlcote Wigom. dioces. 
per eos eligendi &c. cum una edicione bannorum dummodo aliud 
canonicum &c. 

Bishop Whitgift Register No. XXXIL, folio 14a. 23rd July 

1577. 

Item xxiij die mensis et anno domini predicto emanavit 
licencia solemnizandi matrimoniimi inter Christoferum Carte- 
wight et Elizabetham Emmes de Salford. 

In the bond Cartewight is described as of Cleeye Prior. 

The preceding entries have been selected from the series 
which terminated in 1577. Those which follow are from the 
lists of licences commencing in 1579. 

Whitgift. Folio 39a. 4th April 1581. 

Item quarto die mensis Aprilis anno domini 1581 emanavit 
licencia matrimonij inter Johannem Poet de Grimley et 
Margeriam Jones. 

In the bond Poet is described as of the parish of Pirton, 
yeoman. The residence of the bride is given as Grimley. The 
name of a parish usually entered at the end of the paragraphs 
in the lists is omitted. 

Whitgift. Folio 436. 27th November 1582. 

Item eodem die similis emanavit licencia inter Wm. Shax- 
pere et Annam Whateley de Temple Grafton. 

Other erroneous and defective entries are described on 
p. 26 and in Nos. XIV. and XVIII. of this Appendix. 



XVII 

THE TERMINAL PARISH. 

In searching for records of the marriages in the parishes 
named in the bishop's registers the following results were 
obtained. Out of the 188 licences granted at Worcester 
during the years 1582 and 1583, it was found that in 46 cases, 
representing 28 parishes, the marriage registers are not in 
existence. 64 of the remaining licences were sought for and 
40 were found,^ these probably exemplifying cases in which the 
ceremony was performed in the bride's parish according to the 
general custom. I have learned, accidentally, that one of 
these marriages, for which a licence was issued on June 21st, 
1583, to John Coombes and Elizabeth Kinnersley of Stratford,^ 
was celebrated on June 23rd at Crowle, of which parish 
William Whateley, one of the sureties to the bond, was vicar.® 
If the theory that the parish in the bishop's register was 
entered as the place of marriage were correct, most of the 
twenty-four entries not discovered would represent marriages 
elsewhere than in the church named in the licence — an ex- 
planation I hold to be very improbable for reasons already 
discussed. It would be interesting to ascertain where the 
missing marriages are registered ; but this might necessitate a 
search in most of the surviving parish registers in the old 
diocese of Worcester. 

^ The regbtcrB of twenty-six pariahet wcro included in my teArch. There Li 
no reaaon to rappoee that the rcsolt already obtained would bo materially affected 
by fitending it. 

< Bishop Whitgift*s Bogister, No. XXXII., fo. 52a. 

' He was the plaintiff in the tithe case mentioned on p. 87. 
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XVIII 
THE SUBSTITUTED PARISHES 

The following particulars relate to the parishes in the bishop's 
register (during the years 1582 and 1583) that are not the 
residence of the bride. In five cases the cause of the substitu- 
tion of another parish is clearly indicated. 



PtftlcaUra firom lioenoe-bond. 


Terminal parish 

in blabop'i register 

listofUoeiioes. 




Dale. 


Name. 


Betidsnoo. 


ObeenratioDi. 


15S2 
Oct. 12 

Nov. 27 

1582-3 
Feb. 9 

1583 
Ang. 17 

8opt. 21 


John Morley 
Joan Dale 

William Shag- 
speie 
Anne Hathwey 

G^eorge Wood 
Ann Ingram 

Thomas Johnsons 
Margaret Greene 

Nicholas Gottrell 
Alice Bennett 


Great Malvern 
Malvern 

Stratford upon 
Avon 

Wytley 
MarUey 

Bromsgrove 
Droitwitch 

HiUCroome 
HiUGioome 


NewUnd 
Temple Grafton 

Great Witley 
Bromsgrove 

Uptonon Severn 


Married at New- 
land. 

Temple Grafton is 
not the residence 
of the sureties. 
The pariah regis- 
ter is not in ex- 
istence. 

Bfarried at Gnat 
Witley. 

The marriage re- 
gister is not in 
existence. Broms- 
CTOve is the resi- 
dence of the bride- 
groom. 

Not married at Up- 
ton. This place 
isthereeidenoeof 
one of the sore- 
ties. 
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Partleiikn fkom Itoenoe-bood. 


Termliud parish 
InUdiop'iregiiter 




Dirte. 


Nune. 


pj>rf^^fnisf, 


1583 
Oct 17 

Nov. 27 


Thcmias Hancox 
Isabella Hobday 

WUliam Mills 
Eleanor Randell, 
alioM Mowlo 


Bowington 
Wroxhall 

Pershore 
All Saints, 
Woroester 


Bowington 
Evesham 


Bowington is tlie 
residenoe of the 
bridegroom. The 
parish register is 
not in ezistenoe. 

The marriage is 
not registered at 
All S&ts, Eves- 
ham or All Saints, 
Woroester. Eves- 
ham is not the 
residence of the 
snreties. 



XIX 

TEMPLE GRAFTON 

The village of Temple Grafton lies about five miles west from 
Stratford, a short distance to the south of the high-road to 
Alcester, and nearly three miles from that town. The title 
" Hunry Grafton " is found in a metrical description of several 
Warwickshire villages which has been attributed to Shake- 
speare, but is probably by John Jordan/ who has obtained 
some notoriety as a forger of documents relating to the poet. 

Pipeing Pebworth, dancing Marstou, 
Haunting Hillborough, hungry Grafton, 
With dodging Exhall, papist Wixford, 
Beggarly Broom and drunken Bidford. 

Apart from the mention of Temple Grafton in the record 
of Shakespeare's marriage licence the place possesses little 
antiquarian interest. The church, which is dedicated to St. 
Andrew, was built in 1875 ; but parts of the old structure have 
been preserved in the walls of the chancel. The manor came 
into the possession of the Knights Templars in the reign of 
Henry lU. The first reference to the church appears in the 
Worcester episcopal register for the year 1277, in a " Man- 
date to the Archdeacon of Worcester to permit Ralph de 
Budeford, priest, to receive and administer the vicarage of the 
church of Grafton for a year, at the presentation of brother 
Joseph Eauncey of the house of the Hospital of Jerusalem 

* Original Cdleeiumi of Shakespeare and Stratfordron-Avont p. 41. 
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( Jerom') in England— Dated at Wyk', the 8th of the Ides of 
December." ^ 

In 1786 the parish contained 39 families, ''two of them 
papists/' and service was then held in the church once a 
fortnight.* 

* Ths BegiOer of BiAop Godfrey Oiffard (No. I., fo. 71). Edited by J. WiUlB- 



as 



md, p. 133. 

' SUhopriek Book, WoToester Diocesan Begistry. For farther partionlam 
to the pariah, soe Dogdale, Huiory of WarwkkMre, 



XX 

MARRIAGE IN THE BRIDFS PARISH 

The bride's parish was generally named in the old Worcester 
licences as the place of marriage. " 'Twas an ancient custom, 
and a very good one, that a marriage should be performed in 
no other church, but that to which the woman belonged as a 
parishioner; and therefore to this day the Ecclesiastical Law 
allows a fee due to the curate of tiiB,t church, whether she 
be married there or not. And this fee was expressly reserv'd 
for him by the words of the licence, according to the old 
form,^ which is not yet disused in all dioceses : But 'tis said 
that judgment has been otherwise given in the Temporal 
Courts." « 

^ See example of a marriage licenoo in the OonBtitutioni of l597,—**Ah9que 
toniAn," etc. ; CardweU, SynodaliOy I 161. 

* Jolm Johnaon, The Clergy-MaWa Vade-Meeum, 1709, i. 188. 
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XXI 

RICHARD HATHAWAY, THE DRAMATIST 

In Henslowe's Diary there are several references to Richard 
Hathaway, the dramatist. One of the first of these, dated 
April 1598, is the notice of a play by that author, The Life of 
Arthur King of England. Another entry relates to a payment 
to Richard Hathway and W. Rankins, author of the ''Seven 
Satyres," for a play supplied to Henslowe : " Receaved by us 
Richard Hathway and William Rankins in part of payment for 
the play of Hanniball and Scipio the sum of forty diillynges, 
we say receaved the 3 day of January 1600." ^ 

In the Dictionary of National Biography ^ xxv. 157, Richard 
Hathaway is described as a dramatist and '' probably a native 
of Warwickshire.^ . . . Although named by Francis Meres in 
1598 as among the best writers of comedy in his day {WiCs 
Treasury^ New Shahspere 8oe., p. 161), Hathway was one of the 
struggling dramatists in the pay of Philip Henslowe." 

Bohn says, ''It has been supposed that the Richard 
Hathaway, who was a contemporary player with Shakespeare 
and is frequently mentioned in Henslowe's Diary, was the 
poet's brother-in-law." ^ There is no proof of this, but he may 
have been one of the Shottery Hathaways who had settled in 
London before Shakespeare went there. 

It is a curious coincidence that a week before Shakespeare's 

> Hm$lou)e'$ Diary from 1591 io 1609, edited by J. P. Collier, p. 97. See 
also a reforenoe to Ilathaway's diaro in tho prodnotion of Sir John OldeatUe, 
Malone'i Prrfaee, 1790. 

' Baptiam at Stratford-apon-Avon, January 4th, 156U2, ** Biohardns fllins 
Riohardi Hathaway aliaa Gajdner/' 

' Tk* Biography and BibHiography of 8hake9pear&, by Henry O. Bohn, p. 59. 
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marriage licence was obtained from tlie Bishop of Worcester, 
a similar licence was issued by the Bishop of London, on 
November 20th, 1582, to the Curate of Saint Bartholomew near 
the Boyal Exchange, London, for a marriage between Bichard 
Hathewaye of the parish of St. Laurence Jury, Gentleman, and 
Anne Maddoxe of London, maiden, with one publication of the 
banna^ This bridegroom may have been tiie dramatist, and 
it would be of interest to obtain more information about him 
in view of the further possibility that he was one of the 
Stratford Hathaways, and be&iended the poet on his arrival 
in London, before or soon after his own marriage. His con- 
nection with the theatre may have enabled him to give 
Shakespeare his first introduction to the stage. In any case 
the grant of licences to two Hathaways within a few days is 
worthy of note, 

* Viear GtneraTi Booh No. 4, fo. H01&, Principal Probate Begistrj, Someraet 
House. 



XXII 
ST, MARTIN'S CHURCH, WORCESTER 

In connection with the suggestion that Shakespeare may have 
been married at the church of Saint Martin, Worcester, Mr. 
Richard Savage has called my attention to the fact that a part 
of the parish register containing the records of marriages for 
the year 1582 has been abstracted. On examining the register 
I found that the two missing leaves which contained the entries 
for several years, including the date of Shakespeare's marriage 
licence, had been cut out, the freshness of the edges of a small 
portion of the parchment still attached to the binding thread 
indicating removal at a comparatively recent date. The 
church ofiScials have no information about the theft, the object 
of which is di£Scult to explain, but it has been suggested that 
it was the act of some person who had a mania for the posses- 
sion of such memorials as the record of the poet's marriage. 

The church, which was re-built in 1772, stands at the 
north-west comer of the Com Market 
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XXIII 

LUDDINGTON 

LuDDiKGTOKy one of the places named in connection with 
Shakespeare's marriage, is a small hamlet on the north bank 
of the Avon, abont three miles below Stratford. In the time of 
Shakespeare it was one of the chapelries in that parish. In the 
Worcester Bishoprick Booh^ which was compiled about 1782, 
Luddington Chapel is described as being then in ruins. An 
entry made a few years later states that '^The Chapel is 
demolished/' ^ In or about 1780 John Jordan thus described 
the village : — 

'^ Here is nothing remarkable in this place, except the ruins 
of an ancient chapel, of which our records do not give us any 
account, more than the presentation of it was given in the 
reign of Henry YIII, to a priest who o£Sciated at the altar of 
St. Thomas the Martyr of Stratford church, in the presence of 
the warden of the College. ... It appears by the Begister 
of Stratford, that, April 2, 1612, the Bev. Thomas Hunt was 
curate of it." ^ 

The tradition that Shakespeare was married at Luddington 
may be of modem origin, as suggested by Halliwell-Phillipps ; ^ 
but the late Mr. Edgar Flower informed me that it was 
generally accepted in the neighbourhood early in the last 
century. 

' Woroeiter Diooosan Registry. 

* See also W. Salt-Braasington, 8hake9peare*$ Homelandt p. 836. 
' Original CcUeetumi of Shakespeare, selected by J. O. UaUiweU-PbUlipps. 
p. 6C. 

« OuUinei, ii. 364, note No. 299. 
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XXIV 

CERTIFICATES OF CONSENT 

The only certificates of consent at the Worcester Diocesan 
Registry consist of some fragments in a bundle of bonds which 
represent all that now remain of the licence documents from 
1600 to 1611. The following, addressed to the Chancellor of 
the diocese, is the earliest and most complete of these certifi- 
cates : " These are to certifie your worshipp that there is noe 
impedymente by reason of any precontracte consanguynytye 
afiynytie or any other lawfull meanes but that Richard Qerrett 
and Alice Bradley of Barcheston may lawfullie solemnize 
matrimony togeather. Signifieing also unto your worshipp, that 
their parents on both sydes are consenteng and agreeing that 
a marriag should by your worships licence be had betwixt 
them. Dated this xvi"* of Aprill 1601. 



16** Aprilis 1601. Juravit coram 
me de consensu parentum Tho. 
Waterman Curatus de Barcheston 
qui est nuncius destinatus a parie- 
tibus utriusque." 



Tour worships to be com- 
manded. 

Tho» Watterma, CGc. 



Thomas Waterman was also a surety to the bond. 

In another certificate the consent of the parents of the 
bride is thus assured : ** Enow all men by theese presents that 
wee Richard Baylies and Joane Baylies my wyfe this the 9th 
day of December 1611 within the parish of Stoke Prior in the 
Countye of Worcester doe give our full perfect and absolute 
assent, consent and good will and likeing that John Garrett 
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the Sonne of John Garrett of Bradeley Greene in y« coontie 
aforesaid shall marie take to wyfe and live with our daughter 
Jane Baylies according unto G<)d his law and ordinance/' 

On June 12th, 1611, Alexander Batcheler, Minister, of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, in a letter to Edward Traunter, one of 
the officials at the Worcester Eegistry, recommended the issue 
of a licence to Thomas Walker of Stratford-upon-Avon and 
Eatheren Kirby of Warwick, and urged expedition : " There is 
no danger in the graunting of your licence. . • . Parents of 
both sides are fullye agreed." ^ 

In a letter to Mr. William Warmstry, the Registrar, dated 
October 14th, 1611, Robert Gower writes: "I beseache you 
lett me entreate you to lett your man dyrect a licence to the 
parson of Wyttley, Shrawley, or Astley that yf one of them be 
owte of the way or nott able the other may joyne in matrimony 
Thomas Mounde Gent, of Newnham in this County to Eliza- 
beth Hopton of Wick Sapie alias Gowlde Wicke in this 
Gountie Singell woman and I as her guardian doe give my 
ffree consent hereunto. ... He that shalbe her husband is of 
his selfe and not under government of any. I beseache you 
let your man make it forthwith and he shall be payed for his 
paynes." ^ 

The following examples of the various classes in the Wor- 
cester bonds referred to at page 30 are taken from Allega- 
tion Book No. 1 at the London Diocesan Registry, and they 
include cases in which the bride was under the immediate 
control of her parents, or was one who, with a parent living, 
resided with relatives, friends, or employers, or was under the 
control of a governor to whom a parent could delegate his 
right of consent. There are also instances in which the 
consent of the bride herself is certified. 

On January 13th, 1598-9, a licence was granted for the 
marriage of Henry Archer and "Anne Crowch ... of the 
age of 22 years or thereabouts dwelling in the parish of St. 

1 Biohard Danckes of Stratfoid upon Avon, Plumer, was one of tho anreties 
to the bond. 

* These three documents are in a bundle of bonds and other documents at 
the Woroeater Diocesan Begistry. 



CONSENT IN LONDON LICENCES 239 

Marye Woolchnrch tlie natural daughter of Gyles Crowch of 
the same parish." And one ** Mr. Dodsonne, Gowldesmith . . . 
exhibited a certificate under the hand of the aforesaid Mr. 
Gyles Growche and offereth to make fiedth . . . that the said 
Anne Crowche marrieth with her father's consent." 

On December 8th, 1597, ** John Sherley of St. Michell's 
Comehill Hosier • . • alleged that he is to marry with Francys 
Wood maiden of the same parish dwelling mtix John Sand- 
brooke of the same parish being her unckle by marriage and 
she having no frend alive but her father who is a very poor 
minister and not able to give her anythinge, and she liveth 
at the charge only of her said unckle." 

5th December, 1601. A licence for the marriage of 
Kichard Debdale and Anne Brownloe, maiden, aged about 
27 years, whose father was dead. In this case her brother 
affirmed that *'his sister [the bride] was consenting to the 
marriage also he consented — likewise with consent of Mr. 
Chetherole of St. Andrews whose servant she nowe is." 

11th February, 1597-8. Thomas Panton and Elizabeth 
Davyson Maiden ''aged about 24 years . . . having neither 
father nor mother livinge . . . Alice Davison, widow, . . . 
the mother in lawe and sole governor of the said Elizabeth 
Davison testified her consent and good liking of the said 
intended marriage." 

December 4th, 1598. " This day appeared personally . . . 
John Holmes ... to marry with one EUzabeth Brand, 
Widdowe ... At which time also appeared Silas Tyto . . . 
and testyfyeth that the sayd Elizabeth Brand is consenting 
unto the sayd marriage." 

It is directed by the Constitutions of 1597 that when the 
assurance of consent of parent or governors has not been given 
personally, the certificate shall be conveyed by persons of 
honourable position and good reputation, who are to declare 
on oath that the certificate has been received from the hands 
of those entitled to give consent. 

The 103rd Canon of 1603 enjoins that " before such licence 
shall be granted, it shall appear to the Judge by the oaths of 
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two sufficient witnesses, one of them to be known either to the 
Judge himself, or to some other person of good reputation 
then present, and known likewise to the said Judge, that the 
express consent of the parents or parent (if one of them be 
dead), or guardians or guardian of the parties, is thereunto 
had and obtained." 



XXV 

JOHN SHAKESPEARE, RECUSANT (?) 

In a document preserred at Warwick Castle it is recorded that 
certain persons were reported at Stratford nnder the Act 23 
Elizabetii a 1, which imposed a fine of £20 for non-attendance 
at church* The local return is as follows : — 

Wee suspect theese nyne personns next ensuinge absent 
themselves for feare of processes. 

Mr. John Wheeler 
John his sonne 
Mr. John Shackspeare 
Mr. Nycholas JBaxnehurste 
Tho. James alias Giles 
William Baynton 
Bychard Hajington 
WUliam Fluellen 
Greorge Bardell 

The return was probably sent to the Commissioners shortly 
before September 25th, 1592, for the names were included in 
the return made on that date to the Privy Council by Sir 
Thomas Lucy and others of " The names of eJl such recusantes 
as have bene heartofore presented for not oomminge monethlie 
to the churche according to hir Majesties lawes, and yet are 
thought to forbeare the church for debtt and for fear of processe, 
or for soom other worse faultes, or for age, sicknes, or impo- 
tencye of bodie." 

241 B 
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It is not known why John Shakespeare failed to make the 
prescribed attendances at church; but it has been assumed 
that adherence to the old faith or to the new Puritanism was 
the cause. Arguments on each side of this question are to be 
found in The Religion of Shakespeare^ by the Bevd. H. S. Bowden, 
and in Shakespeare^ Puritan and Reeusanty by the Bevd. Thomas 
Carter.^ The reference to the '^ fear of processes " is difficult 
to understand. Halliwell-Phillipps observes, ''How much of 
local favouritism there was in this, or what hopes of establish- 
ing conversions may have been based on pressure to be 
employed during the exercise of a temporary leniency, it is 
now impossible to say," and he calls attention to the fact that 
** there was no action of any kind against him in the Court of 
Record throughout the year in question, and, from the last 
day of June to the end of 1591, the only suit that affected him 
was one in which he was the plaintiff and recovered a debt 
with costs." ^ 

The date at which John Shakespeare was first reported for 
not attending church is unknown; but his name may have 
been included in a return to Bishop Whitgift under the Order 
in Council received in 1582 : " As the Lords of the Council 
had written to our Bishop last year, for making enquiry after 
Popish recusants in his diocese . . . they thought not fit to let 
this weighty matter drop ; but in the beginning of this year 
sent again to the Bishop (as they did to all the rest) to return 
an exact account of such in every parish as still refused coming 
to church ; and of such as being convicted, did not conform 
themselves : so that certificates thereof might be returned into 
the King's Bench next term." ' 

1 8ee also Joseph Gillow, A Literary and Biograpkieai Hidory of the EHgiitk 
CiitholieB, ▼. 498. 

* (hdlinei, ii. 897-^. 

> Strype, Ufe of WhUgift, i. 195. 
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REASONS FOR MARRIAGE LICENCES 

In the episcopal registers at Worcester the only direct 
reference to the reason for granting a marriage licence appears 
in the record of a grant, dated August Hh, 1531, to Richard 
Wheler alias Quyller and Elizabeth Brode, between whom the 
third and fourth degrees of aflSnity existed.^ Blackstone says : 
^'in times of popery, a great variety of degrees of kindred 
were made impediments to marriage, which impediments might 
however be bought off for money." Commentaries, 1826, L 434. 

Reasons for marriage dispensations are mentioned in the 
Articles drawn up by Archbishop Whitgift and the bishops 
in September 1583, but in terms too general to be of much 
service in this enquiry : *' As persons of Honest Worshipful 
and Honourable calling may necessarily and reasonably have 
occasion sometimes to solemnize Marriage by Licence for the 
Banns asking or for once or twice without any great harm."' 

The following reasons in favour of licences to marry were 
given in answer to a bill in parliament against them. The 
document bears no date, but was probably prepared by the 
bishops about the year 1597 : — 

''I. — Licences to marry according to the form set down 
without banns, are no cause of disordered marriage, but rather 
the contrary. For they express all causes that might be any 
let of the marriage in law: and yield no licence to marry 
in those cases; but add to the prohibitions of the law a 
restraint by a bond also. And if one may speak a truth, it 
may be said justly, that it is a matter, not only not hurtful, 
but also very profitable to be continued in the commonwealth. 

* Register, Jeromini, No. XXYHJ., fo. 48ii. Worocfter DioceMn Begiitry. 
» Strypo, Life of WhUgifi, i. 232. 
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For first, seeing consent in marriage is the matter specially 
to be regarded, and credit of kindred, honour, wealth, con- 
tentment, and pleasure of friends, be rather matters of con- 
yeniency than necessity in matrimony; it were better to 
tolerate the means wherewith consent of the parties them- 
selves may more freely effect an honest matrimony, than by 
tract of time publishing a marriage before-hand, either the 
parties be occasioned to stay through bashfulness themselves, 
or their friends or enemies, by forbidding the banns, should 
give let thereunto. And touching parents, for whom especially 
the respect is had. Parents oftentimes measure their affections 
rather according to the humour they have themselves, (being 
old,) than regard the good liking of the young folks to be 
matched. And therefore rather seek to bestow their children 
in wealth or honour, or strength of friends, than are willing to 
suffer them to bestow themselves according to their own choice ; 
although they chuse never so well, in respect of vertue and 
honest education. Divers times men of honourable degree 
have liking of mean persons. So sometimes rich have of poor, 
and old of young, masters and mistresses of their servants ; and, 
to conclude, superiors of their inferiors ; parties in disparity of 
each other. All which will willinglier marry secretly, than 
make public declaration before-hand of their liking thereunto* 
Which cannot be but a let often unto honest marriage. Like- 
wise sometimes it may fall out, that a lame or impotent man 
for comfort ; a man who hath lived loosly many years of his 
life with some one woman, may be desirous even in the very 
point of death to marry her, either in remorse of conscience, to 
make some part of amends unto her, or for the good of his 
children he had by her, which cannot be effected, if he must 
stay till banns be solenmly pronounced. Also, the friends, or 
the parties themselves, being desirous to avoid charge, would 
be glad to match secretly, which cannot justly be reprehended, 
if there be no other let. And therefore in many respects 
it may be concluded, that licences for marryages are not so 
hurtful as some would have them accounted." ^ 

" Strype, Life of WhUqift, iii. 380. 
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SOCIAL POSITION OF PERSONS LICENSED 

In 50 of the 166 bonds executed in the years 1582 and 1583 
the position of the bridegroom is either not described or doubt- 
ful The persons specified in the remainder are 28 yeomen, 
31 husbandmen, and 36 craftsmen of various kinds, such as 
tailors, smiths, bakers, carriers, and shoemakers, while the 
only members of the class usually associated with marriages 
by licence in ancient times are represented by 14 gentlemen 
and 6 clerks in holy orders. In a paper for ** the regulation 
of licences for marriage and of fees " — probably drawn up in 
1597 — it was provided ^^That no person be licensed to marry, 
the Banns not thrice asked ; unless he have in goods and Lands 
to the value of £10 in the Queen's Booka (It was an Hundred 
Marks, but blotted out, and £10 put in the place.)" ^ It was 
ordered by the 101st canon (1603) that a licence should be 
granted ''unto such persons only as be of good state and 
quality and that upon good caution or security taken." 

* Strypc, Life of Whit^jift, vL 880. 
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THE PROHIBITED SEASONS 

These restraints are of ancient origin, and it was a custom of 
the Bomans to avoid marriage upon certain days. *' Popular 
prejudice forbade any marriage to be solemnized in May, but 
we are quite ignorant of the origin of this superstition. The 
Kalends, Nones, and Ides of each month, and the day after the 
Kalends, Nones, and Ides were also avoided, as well as those 
days on which sacrifices were offered to the spirits of the 
dead, and all Dies Atri" ^ In the early Christian church the 
restraints were applied to days and seasons of special religious 
solemnity. Weddings were prohibited during Lent by the 
Council of Laodicea in a.d. 365 (Canon 52). 

One of the ordinances of the Council of Enham(or Eynesham 
near Oxford) in the year 1009 is as follows : ** And ordeals, and 
oaths, and marriages, are always forbidden on high festival days 
and on regular ember-days ; and from Adventum Domini till 
the octaves of the Epiphany; and from Septuagesima till 
XV. days after Easter, ijid at those holy tides, let there be, 
as is right, to all Christian men, general peace and concord, 
and let every strife be appeased, and if anyone owe another 
' borh ' or ^ bot ' on account of secular matters, let him will- 
ingly fulfil it to him, before or after." ^ 

In the sixteenth century, attempts were made to curtail the 
prohibited seasons then observed, the proceedings in Convoca- 
tion showing that the church was not averse to the change. 

> William Bamsay, A Manual of Soman AnHquUiei, 1804, p. 477. 
' Ancient Laws and Institutes of England— Laws of Kifig Mthdrod. <' Of the 
Ordinanoes of the Witan/' No. 25, p. 137. 
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Among some *' General notes of matters to be moved by the 
clergy in the next parliament and synod/' dated 1562, is the 
following : ** That it shall be lawful to marry at any time of 
the year without dispensation, except it be upon Christmas- 
day, Easter-day, and six days going before, and upon Pentecost 
Sunday." In 1575 it was agreed '' that the bishops take order 
that it be published and declared in every parish church within 
their diocese before the first day of May next coming that 
marriages may be solemnized at all times of the year. . . . 
The queen probably ordered it to be erased, being unwilling 
to abandon the ancient custom of the church which prohibited 
the celebration of marriage at such seasons." ^ 

A recent writer says, '' But it seems uncertain how tar this 
prohibition ever obtained in England ; there is no constitution 
on it or notice thereon except a gloss in Lyndwood. . . . But 
the Protestant Ayliffe observes that, admitting that banns are 
never published in Lent, yet by licence marriages are then 
solemnized, * but as for the time of Advent which was never 
observed in our Chureh as a fast there is no foundation for 
such a prohibition with us.' . . . And the reason of this pro- 
hibition ... is, that ' those who have wives ought at those 
times to be as those who have none, and therefore those who 
have none ought not to change the condition.' " ^ 

In Jacob's Law Dictionary ^ 1782, under the title '* Marriage," 
it is stated that *' Marriages are prohibited in Lent, and on fast- 
ing days, because the mirth attending them is not suitable to 
the humiliation and devotion of those times ; yet persons may 
marry with licences in Lent, although the banns of marriage 
may not then be published." I have found no other authority 
for this further prohibition ; but it is possible that, even with- 
out the authority of Canon Law, some of the clergy may have 
refused to publish banns during the prohibited seasons. 

An account of these prohibitions is found in the parish 
register of South Benfleet, Essex : '' To know the season when 
marriage is out of season. It goeth out on February 7 and 

> CardweU, S^noMia, i. 133. 

* W. N. Gcnry, The Law of Marriage, p. &I. 
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comeB not again till Low Sunday. It goeth out again on 
Rogation Sundaye and continneth out till Trinity Snndaye, 
from which time 'tis in season until Advent, when it goeth out 
until January 13th and continneth on thence 'till February Tth." 
In a letter, dated January 29th, 1900, the Bevd. Charles Francis 
Box, Vicar of South Benfleet, informed me, in reply to my 
enquiries on the subject of the ** Prohibited Seasons," that the 
entries of baptisms, etc., in the parish register commence in 
1663 ; but that there is another date, '' Anno Salutis 1662," 
with the name of the Vicar, " Jeffrey Philmead." The date of 
the entry as to the seasons for marriage is therefore uncertain. 
The following record of a citation for marrying without 
licence is entered in the Visitation Book of the Worcester 
Consistory Court. The persons cited, Thomas Quynie and his 
wife, were married during a prohibited season. See pages 67 
and 133-4:— 



vij' 
et modus 



Stratford. 

Officialis domini con- 
tra Thomam Quynie 
et ejus uxorem. 

Excommunicatio 
emititur (?). 

Stratford. 



vij* 

and the 

li(»ence- 

fee (?) 



The lord's official 
against Thomas 
Quynie and his wife. 



The excommuni- 
cation is published 

(?)• 



Quod nupti fuerunt absque 
licencia bis citati per 
Nixon non comparuerunt 
in Consistorio (?) 12 non 
comparuerunt excommu- 
nicatL 



Because they were married 
without licence. Twice 
cited by Nixon they did 
not appear in the Con- 
sistory (?) [On the] 12Ui 
they did not appear: 
they were excommuni- 
cated. 



XXIX 

WILLIAM BEESTON (i6 . .[?]-i682) 

The following are Aubrey's notes on William Beeston, whose 
name he mentions in his account of William Shakespeare : — 

" Did I tell you that I have mett with old Mr. . . . ^ who 
knew all the old English poets, whose lives I am taking from 
him : his father was master of the . . . playhouse.' The more 
to be admired, quaere — ^he was not a company keeper ; lived 
in Shoreditch ; would not be debauched ; and if invited to 
court, was in paine* 

" W. Shakespeare— quaere Mr. Beeston, who knowes most 
of him from Mr. Lacy. He lives in Shoreditch at Hog Lane 
within 6 dores north of Folgate. Quaere eiiam for Ben 
Jonson. 

** Old Mr. Beeston, whom Mr. (John) Dreyden calls ' the 
chronicle of the stage,' died at his house in Bishopsgate Street 
Without, about Bartholomew-tyde 1682. Mr. Shipey in 
Somerset-house hath his papers." ^ 

* Blank in MS., Aubrey forgetting the name at the moment. 

* «' Christopher Beeston, Bhokspeare's feUow-comodian," llalone, Hidorieal 
Account of the Eni^Uh Skige. 

* ** Bri^ LiveM, Chiefly of Oontemporariei, 9et down by John Avbrep M m ws h 
the jftar$ 1669 and 1696r Edited by Dr. Andrew Clark, i. 96-7. In a note the 
editor says : ** The first part of the note seems to be a character of Beeston, the 
second part is a note of questions to be pat to him.'* 
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XXX 

DOWDALL'S LETTER 

The importance which has been attached to the parish-clerk's 
alleged commonication to Dowdall renders it necessary that 
the genuineness of the letter to ** Mr. Southwell '* should be 
established. On the title page of the book in which Dowdall's 
anecdotes appear, it is stated that they are " Now first pub- 
lished from the Original Manuscript," and^ in the *' Advertise- 
ment/' that ''The following Letter, which is now for the 
first time printed, came into the hands of the publisher upon 
the dispersion of the papers of the family of Lord De Clifford, 
which were sold by auction in the year 1834. It is addressed 
to Mr. Edward Southwell, and is endorsed by him, 'From 
Mr. Dowdall, Description of several places in Warwickshire.* " ^ 
The editor's name is not given, but Lowndes (p. 2331) states 
that the book was edited by J. P. Collier. The association of 
this latter name with the publication of Dowdall*s account 
will somewhat detract from the value of the parish-clerk's 
anecdote, pending the discovery and verification of the MS., 
which, I am informed, does not appear in the Sale-catalogues 
of the De Clifford or Kodd libraries. 

The MS. was in the possession of J. O. Halliwell (after- 
wards Halliwell-Phillipps) in 1853, and a facsimile of a page 
is given in his folio edition of Shakespeare's works (i. 77) 
issued at that date. Mr. Marsden J. Perry, of Bhode Island, 
n.S.A., purchased from the Executors the Shakespearean 
documents collected by Halliwell-Phillipps ; but he informs 

» Tradiiionary Anecdotes of Shaksspeare, Colleeled in Warwiektkire in the 
year 1698, London, Thomas Bodd, Great Newport Street, 1S38. 
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me that Dowdall's MS. was not included therein. There is just 
the possibility that the MS. may have been disposed of at 
one of the sales of portions of the collection which Mr. Perry 
informs me were held by Messrs. Sotheby & Wilkinson in 
1877-9. 

My attempts to discover the MS. have been unsuccessful, 
and as, unfortunately, the facsimile does not give any assur- 
ance of the genuineness of the original, reliance cannot be 
placed upon the information it conveys. 

The whole of the inferences drawn from Dowdall's account 
should therefore be read with the reserve necessary in dealing 
with traditions the origin of which is doubtful. 



XXXI 

THE BIDFORD LEGEND 

The origin of this tradition cannot be traced to an earlier 
date than the middle of the eighteenth century. Halliwell- 
Phillipps gives the following version: '*A gentleman who 
visited Stratford-on-Avon in 1762, relates how the host of the 
White Lion Inn took him to Bidford ' and showed me in the 
hedge a crab-tree called Shakespeare's Canopy, because under 
it our poet slept one night ; for he, as well as Ben Johnson, 
loved a glass for the pleasure of society ; and he, having heard 
much of the men of that village as deep drinkers and merry 
fellows, one day went over to Bidford to take a cup with 
them; — he enquired of a shepherd for the Bidford drinkers, 
who replied they were absent, but the Bidford sippers were 
at home, and, I suppose, continued the sheepkeeper, they will 
be sufficient for you ; and so, indeed, they were ; he was forced 
to take up his lodging under that tree for some hours,' 
British Magazine for June 1762. This is the only traditional 
account which is of the slightest value, but a ridiculous 
amplification of it is narrated by Jordan in a manuscript 
written about the year 1770." * 

The crab-tree under which Shakespeare is supposed to 
have slept after the carouse formerly stood in the hedge-row 
of the road leading from Bidford to Stratford. The decayed 
remains of the tree were removed to Bidford Grange on 
December 4th, 1824,^ and a sapling was planted, in or about 
the year 1880, on the south side of the road leading from 
Bidford to Stratford, and three quarters of a mile from 
Bidford church. 

> Oudinei, ii. 825-8. See also The Oentisman'i MagoMiney December 1794. 
2 C. F. Green, The Legend of the Crab Tree, 1857, p. 18. 
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ENQUIRIES BY AUBREY AND BETTERTON 

Thebb is no authentic record of the Tisits of Aubrey and 
Betterton to Stratford-upon-Avon. The date at which Aubrey's 
visit was made is supposed by Halliwell-Phillipps to have been 
about the year 1662.^ In a letter to Anthony a Wood, dated 
June 15th, 1680, Aubrey says: ''I have according to your 
desire putt in writing these Minutes of Lives. . . . *Tis a taske 
that I never thought to have undertaken till you imposed it 
upon me, sayeing that I was fitt for it."' Aubrey became 
acquainted with Wood in 1667. 

Betterton retired from the stage in 1700. Charles Enight 
says: ''He died in 1710; and^ looking at his busy life, it is 
probable that he did not make this journey into Warwickshire 
until after his retirement from the theatre. Had he set about 
these enquiries earlier, there can be little doubt that the * Life * 
by Bowe would have contained more precise and satisfetctory 
information, if not fewer idle tales.*' ® 

Halliwell-Phillipps says the visit was made ^'most likely at 
some time about the year 1690 ; " ^ '' it is hardly likely to have 
occurred in his declining years, and towards the close of his 
life he was afflicted with a complaint that must have rendered 
any of the old modes of travelling exceedingly irksome. He 
is mentioned, however, as having in 1709 a country house at 
Beading." « 

> OutUnei, I X. 

* LeUsri written by Eminent Fermme . . . and Lire$ of Eminent Men (1813X 
Tol. iijpart i pp. 197-8. 

* WiUiamBhahepere, A Biography, p, 290. 

* OuUinei, i. xii. 

* OtiiUnee, ii. 251, note 8. Malone says that Betterton's Tiiit mm made after 
the year 1700, ** when he was aboye leyenty years of age.*' Eietorieal Account 
of the EngliBh Stage, 
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The following dates indicate the possibilities of commnni- 
cation with Shakespeare's contemporaries or descendants: — 
The poet died at Stratford-upon-Avon on April 23rdy 1616. 
His sister, Joan Hart, died there in 1646, and his eldest 
daughter, Susanna Hall, in 1649, haying surviyed her husband 
fourteen years. Her daughter Elizabeth, who married Thomas 
Nash,^ liyed at Stratford until 1649, when she married John 
Barnard, and remoyed to Abington in Northamptonshire, where 
she died in February, 1669-70. She was Shakespeare's last 
lineal descendant His daughter, Judith Quiney, died at 
Stratford in February, 1661-2. Shakespeare's godson, William 
Walker,^ died at Stratford in March 1679-80. William Castle, 
the parish clerk who is stated to haye giyen the information to 
Dowdall, was baptized at Stratford on July 17th, 1614,* and 
was buried there on November 19th, 1701. At a yestry meet- 
ing held on March 11th, 1697, ''William Castle declared that 
hee was willing to resigne upp his sexton's place." Vestrtf 
Minute Book, 1617-1699. 

> Thomas Naah died in 1647. 

* William Walker was baptiEed at Stratford on October 16th, 1608. An 
entry in the Stratford parish register reoords the burial of one " Mr. William 
Walker *' on March Ist, 167S^0. 

' The baptism of a William Castle is recorded on August 10th, 1628 ; bat, as 
Dowdall says the parish-clerk was above 80 years old in 1693, the earUer date ia 
no doubt correct. 



XXXIII 

SHAKESPEARE'S EARLIEST WORK IN THE 
POEMS AND PLAYS 

Thebb is much difference of opinion on the subject of the 
dates of Shakespeare's first work as a poet and dramatist. As 
to the Sonnets, Mr. Samuel Butler says: ''The words 'my 
pupil pen* will, I believe, suggest to most readers more 
strongly than they seem to have done to Steevens that in 
the Sonnets we have Shakespeare's first essays in writing. In 
this case 1585 seems a very reasonable date for the opening 
sonnets. Against this must be set the fact that Shakespeare, 
in his dedication of Venus and Adonis to Lord Southampton, 
calls it ' the first heir of my invention ; ' he may well, however, 
have so called it, though aware that he had already written a 
large number of sonnets."^ Mr. Parker Gkxiwin says: "We 
cannot fix the precise year in which they [the Sonnets'] were 
written, but we may assign the period withhi which they were 
written. It covered the time between 1582, about the date of 
his marriage, and 1592, when he had become more or less 
feunous both as an actor and as a playwright." ' 

The supposed date of the composition of Venus cmd Adonis 
given by Drake is 1587-90.8 Halliwell.Phillipps says "the 
oft-repeated belief that Venus and Adonis was a production of 
his younger days at Stratford-on-Avon can hardly be sustained. 
It is extremely improbable that an epic, so highly finished 
and so completely devoid of patois, could have been produced 

' A New Study of the Sonnete of Skakiapetut^ p. 26. 
' Shahepeare and Hie IVmet, i 427. 
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under the ciicmnstances of his then domestic snnoundings.** ^ 
This appears, however, to fnmish another arg^oment in fiayonr 
of the earlier removal from Stratford. 

In commenting upon the dates of the composition of Venus 
and Adonis and Lucrece Dr. Gervinus says : *^ Lucrece belongs 
indisputably to the same period. Both poems were certainly 
revised at publication. Their first conception may place them 
at a period previous to Shakespeare's settlement in London. 
Every thing betrays that they were written in the first passion 
of youth.** ^ This writer also says that Shakespeare left Strat- 
ford "in the year 1586, or at the latest 1587." « Dr. Sidney 
Lee says : " ' The first heir of my invention * implies that the 
poem was written, or at least designed, before Shakespeare's 
dramatic work." He gives 1591 as the date of Shakespeare's 
earliest play.^ 

Mr. F. S. Boas says that Titus Andronicus "dates almost 
certainly from 1587 or 1688." «^ Mr. Churton Collins says : " It 
seems to me highly probable that it was composed at Stratford 
before he came up to London as early perhaps as 1585." ^ 

The earlier tragedy of Hamlet^ referred to by Thomas Nash 
in his prefatory epistle to Greene's JlfenopAon, is probably that 
which was played at Newington Butts in 1594— "9 of June 
1594 at HanUet — viii%" Hendowe^s Diary. This play, of which 
no copy is known to be in existence, has been attributed to 
Thomas Kyd, but it has also been considered probable that 
Marlowe or Shakespeare may have had some hand in it'' As 
Nash's Preface was written in 1589,^ there does not appear to 
be any difficulty with regard to Shakespeare's part or even 
sole authorship six years after Aubrey's date for his arrival in 
London, when he was doubtless not only able to improve an 
old play but to produce an original one. 

> Ouaine$, L 104. 

' Shakespeare Oommentaries, p. 86. 

» Ibid,, p. 45. 

* A Life of WiUiam Shahespeare, pp. 75 and 46. 

* Shaketpeare and Hi$ PreaeeeMort, p. 1S7. 

* Studies in Shakespeare, p. 108. 

' See Howard Staonton, The Works of Shakespeare, 1866, viL 100. 

* Introdnotion to Sdbert Oreene, English Scholar's Library, pp. ziL and xiii* 
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The Comedy of Errors was played at Gray's Inn on 
December 28th, 1594,i 

The following dates of composition of the Poems and Plays 
have been proposed by Dr. F. J. Fumivall in his " Trial TcMe 
of the Order of Shakspertfs Plays'* and by Professor Dowden in 
the preface to his '' Shakspere, a Critical Stiidy of his Mind and 
Art" Both of the tables are printed in the latter work, at 
pp. X. and xvii, to which the reader is referred for an instractive 
arrangement into " Periods " and " Groups," which are worthy 
of careful study. The dates are giVen with the kind permis- 
sion of the Authors. 







Supposed d«tM. 




Dr. Farnlyall. 


Professor Dowden. 


YeniiB and Adonis ... 


*•• ••• 


1585-7 


(?) 1592 


TituB Andronicus ... 


... ••• 


(?) 1588 1 
Tonoht up/ 


1588-90 






Touched by 








Shakspere . 


I.ove'8 Labonr'B Lost 


... ... 


1588-9 


1590 


Comedy of Errors ... 


... ... 


1589-91 


1591 


Midsummer Nighf s Dream 


1590-1 ^ 
(? two dates)/ 


1593-4 








Two Gentlemen of Verona 


1590-2 


1592-8 


1 Henry VI. 


••* ... 


(?) 1590-2^ 
Touoht up/ 


1590-1* 






Touched by 








Shakspere . 


Lucrece 


•*• ... 


«_. 


159»-4 


Romeo and Juliet ... 





(?) 1591-3 


(?) Two dates, 
1591, 1597 


A Loyer's Complaint 


... ... 


— 


s 


Richard II 


••. ... 


1593-4 


1594 


Richard III. 


... ... 


1594 


1598 


2 Henry VI. 


.•• •.• 


(?) 1594-51 
Re-oart / 


1591-2 








3 Henry VL 





(?) 1594-5\ 
Re-cast / 


1591-2 









> aetta Orayorum, 1688, pp. 20-2. ' Maloiie*s date is 1589. 

' Published in the 1009 edition of The 8omi§t$. 
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SuppoMd dates. 





Dr.FomlvalL 


Prolniixr Dowdm. 


• •• 


1595 


1595 


• •• 


(?) 1596 


1596 


• •• 


(?) 1596-7\ 
PMt / 


(?)1597 






• •• 


1596-7 


1597-« 


... 


1597-8 


1597-8 


• •• 


1598-9 


(?) 1598 


a.. 


1599 


1599 


... 


1599-1600 


1598 


... 


1600 


1599 


• •• 


1601 


1600-1 


• •• 


1601-2 


(?) 1601-2 


• •• 


(?) 1592-1602 


(?) 1595-1605 


• •• 


1602-3 


1602 


... 


(?) 1603 


1608 


• .. 


(?) 1601-8 


1601 


a.. 


(?)1604 


1604 


• •• 


1605-6 


1606 


• .• 


1605-6 


1605 


• •• 


1606-7 \ 
(?) Completed/ 


(?)1603; 




Revi«edl607(?) 




1606-7 


1607 


..• 


(?) 1607-8 


1608 


• .. 


1607-81 
Part / 


1607-8 






... 


1608| 
Part/ 


1608 






... 


1610 


1610 


.*• 


1610-2 


1609 


... 


(?) 1611 


1610-1 




1609 


1612 


.«• 


1618 


1612^ 



B^ingJohn 

Merohmnt of Yenioe 
Taming of the Shrew 

1 Henry IV. 

2 Henry IV. 

Merry WiTee of WindBor .. 

Henry V 

Mnoh Ado about Nothing .. 

As you Like It , 

Twelfth Night 

All's Well that Ends Well 

The Sonnets 

Hamlet 

Measure for Measure 

Julius Cassar 

Othello 

Macbeth 

•i-'ear •.. •.. ««• •• 
Troilus and Cressida 

Antony and CHeopatra 

Goriolanus 

Timon 

Periolee 

Tempest 

Cymbeline 

Winter's Tale 

DouUfvl Plays, 
Two Noble Kinsmen 
Henry VIII 



XXXIV 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF RICHARD 
SHAKESPEARE'S GOODS 

The bond executed on a grant of administration of the goods 
of Richard Shakespere of Snitterfield, deceased, to John Shake- 
spere of the same parish, husbandman. Worcester Probate 
Registry. 

Noverint universi per presentes nos Johannem Shakespere 
de Snytterfyld in comitatu Warwici agricolam et Thomam 
Nycols de Snytterfyld predicto in comitatu predicto agricolam 
teneri et firmiter obligari Thome Powell generoso et Willelmo 
Warmstrey notario publico in centum libris sterlingorum 
solvendis eisdem Thome et Willelmo heredibus executoribus 
yel assignatis suis ad quam quidem solucionem bene et fideliter 
faciendam obligamus nos et utrumque nostrum per se pro toto 
et in solidum heredes executores et administratores nostros per 
presentes. Sigillis nostris sigillatas Datum decimo die mensis 
Februarij anno regni domine Elizabethe Dei gratia Anglie 
Francie et Hibemie regine fidei defensoris &o. Tercia 

The condition of this obligation is suche that if thabove 
bounden John Shakespere administrator of the goodes catak 
and debtes of Richard Shakespere deceassed late whiles he 
lyyed of the parishe of Snytterfyld in the diocese of Worcestre 
do well and truly administre the said goodes catak and debtes 
in manner and forme foUowinge that is to saye do paye his 
debtes so fare as his goodes wyll thereunto extend. And do 
also yeld and rendre a trewe playne and full accompte of his 
administration made in and upon the said goodes catalls and 
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debtes to thordinarye of the said diocese of Woroestre for the 
tyme beinge at suche tyme and place as he shalbe thereonto 
lawfully required. And do also upon his proper costes and 
expenses defend and save harmeles the Bight reverend father 
in God Lord Edwine Bushoppe of Worcestre. And thabove 
named master Thomas Powell his vicar generall and Wylliam 
Warmstrey his registrar of the said diocese and every of them 
allwayes and at all tymes against all manner persons for 
grauntinge sealinge and deliveringe unto him a lettre of 
administration to administre the said goodes catalls and debtes 
and for all other causes which maye ensue by reason and 
occasion thereof that then this obligation to be voyde and of 
noe effecte ore else to stand and abyde in his full strengths 
power and vertue. 

Memorandum of the administration grant on February 10th, 
1600-1, in the Register Testamentu vestusta, Worcester Probate 
Registry. 

Eicard ) Eisdem die et anno commissa fuit adminis- 

Shakespere 3 tracio bonorum Bicardi Shackespere defuncti 

nuper dum vixit parochie de Snytterfyld 

Johanni Shakespere filio suo qui in forma 

^ juris juratus exhibuit inventariam ad summam 

xxxviij" xvij*. 



XXXV 
ROBERT ARDEN'S WILL 

Pbobatb was granted at Worcester, December 16th, 1556. 

In the name of God Amen the xxiiij.th daye of November 
in the yeare of oar Lorde Qod 1556 in the thirde and the 
forthe yeare of the raygne of onr soveragne lorde and ladye 
Phylipe and Marye, kyng and qnene &c I Bobart Arden of 
Wyllmecote in the parryche of Aston Caunntlowe secke in 
bodye and good and perfett of rememberence make this my 
laste will and testement in maner and forme folowyng. — 

Fyryste I bequethe my soUe to Allmyghtye God and to 
our bleside Laydye Sent Marye and to all the holye compenye 
of heven and my bodye to be beryde in the chorchyarde of 
Seynt Jhon the Babtyste in Aston aforsayde. Allso I give 
and bequethe to my youngste dowghter Marye all my lande in 
Willmecote, cawlide Asbyes and tiie crop apone the grounde 
sowne and tyllide as hitt is and yj. li. xiij. s. iiij. d. of monye to 
be payde orr ere my goodes be deyydide. Allso I gyve and 
bequethe to my dowghter Ales the thyrde parte of all mye 
goodes moveable and unmoveable in fylde and towne after my 
dettes and leggeses be performyde besydes that goode she 
hathe of her owne att this tyme. Allso I gyve and bequethe 
to Annes my wyfe yj.li. xiij.s. iiij.d. apone this condysione 
that shall sofer my dowghter Ales quyetlye to ynyoye halfe 
my copye-houlde in Wyllmecote dwryng the tyme of her 
wyddowewhodde and if she will nott soffer my dowghter Ales 
quyetlye to ocupye halfe w^ her then I will that my wyfe shall 
have butt iij. li. vj. s. viij. d. and her gintur in Snyterfylde. 
Item I will that the resedowe of all my goodes moveable & 
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nnmoveable my funeralles & my dettes dyschargyde I gyve 
& bequethe to my other cheldren to be eqnaleye devidide 
amongeste them by the deacreshyon of Adam Palmer Hugh 
Porter of Snytterfylde & Jhon Skerlett whome I do orden 
and make my oversereB of this my last will and testament & 
they to have for ther peynes takyng in this behalfe xx. s. apese. 
AUso I ordene and constytute and make my ffoll exceqtores 
Ales & Marye my dowghteres : of this my last will and testa- 
ment : And they to have no more for ther peynes takyng now 
as afore geven them. Allso I gyve & bequethe to every 
house that hathe no teme in the parryche of Aston to every 
howse iiij.d. Thes beyng wyttnesses Sir Wylliam Borton 
curett Adam Palmer Jhon Skerlett Thomas Jhenkes Wylliam 
Pytt with other mo. 

The Ynventory of all the goodes moveable and unmoveable 
of Bobart Ardennes of Wyllmcote late desseside made the 
ix.th day of December in the thyrde and the forthe yeare of 
the raygne of our soveraygne lorde and ladye, Phylipe and 
Marye kyng and quen, &c, 1556. 

Imprimis in the halle ij. table-bordes iij. choyeres ij. formes 
one cobbowrde ij. coshenes iij. benches and one lytle table with 
shellves, prisede att viij. s. Item ij. peyntide clothes in the hall 
and V. peyntid clothes in the chajnber yij. peare of shettes ii. 
cofferes one which priside at xviij. s. Item, y. borde clothes ij. 
toweles and one dyeper towelle prisid att vj. s. viij. d. Item one 
fether bedde ij. mattereses viij. canvases one coverlett iij. bosteres 
one pelowe iiij. peyntide clothes one whyche prisid att xxvj. s. 
viij. d. Item in the kechen iiij. panes iiij. pottes, iij. candell- 
stykes one bason one chafyng-dyche ij. cathemes ij. skellettes 
one frying pane a gredyerene and pott hanginges with hookes 
prisid att Ij. s. viij. d. Item one broche a peare of cobbardes 
one axe a bill iiij. nagares ij. hachettes an ades a mattoke a 
yren crowe one fatt iiij. barreUes iiij. payles a quyme a knedyng 
trogh a lonng sawe a hansaw prisid at xx. s. ij. d. Item viij. 
oxen ij. bollokes vij. kyne iiij. wayning caves xxiiij. IL Item 
iiij. horses iij. coltes prisid att viij.lL Item l.ti. shepe prisid 
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att vij. 11 Item the whate in the bame & the barley prisid att 
xTiiL 11 Item the heye and the pease ottes and the strawe 
prised att iij. 11 vj. s. viij. d. Item iz. swyne prisid att xxvL s. 
viij. d. Item the bees and powltrye prised att y. a Item carte 
& carte geares and plogh and plogh geares with harrowes 
prised att xl. s. Item the wodd in the yarde & the baken in 
the roffe prisid att xxx. s. Item the wheate in the fylde prisid 
att YJ. li. xiij. s. iiij. d. Summa totalis IxxviL IL xj. s. x. d. 



XXXVI 

JOHN SHAKESPEARE AND THE PLAYERS 

In connection with the controversy as to John Shakespeare's 
religion and the argument that his patronage of the Strolling 
Players is against the hypothesis that he was a Puritan, it is 
interesting to find that tiie Chamberlain's Accounts ^ during 
his year of office as High Bailiff contain a record of the payment 
of nine shillings to the Queen's Players and of twelve pence 
to the Earl of Leicester's Players for performances before the 
Council. During the greater part of John Shakespeare's life- 
time the visits of companies of players to Stratford-upon-Avon 
were frequent, two or more being recorded in some years. 
Public opinion was, however, changing on the subject of the 
morality of stage plays, and in 1602 the Council passed a bye- 
law against performances in the *^ chamber,'the guild hall, . . . 
in any part of the howsse or courte from hensforward upon 
payne that whosoever of the Baylief, Aldermen, and Burgesses 
of this borough shall gyve leave or licence thereunto shall forfeit 
for every offence 10" " This penalty was increased to £10 by 
order of the Council in February 1611-2. The accounts for 
the year 1622 contain an item of six shillings ''payd to the 
Kinge's Players for not playing in the hall," a payment no 
doubt intended as a solatium to a company whose patron the 
Stratford councillors hesitated to offend, although the per- 
formances were regarded with aversion by the strong Puritan 
section of the inhabitants. 

^ Aooounto to MichaelmaB 1569. Council Book B. 
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THE VICAR OF CHARLECOTE 

The position occupied by Bichard Southam, the vicar of 
Charlecote in the time of Shakespeare, is indicated by some of 
his answers to the Six Articles presented at the Bishop's 
visitation at Stratford-npon- Avon on September 9th, 1585 : '* I 
have taken no degree of schoole neyther in Oxforde nor 
Cambridge. I have no lycense to preache, nyther am I any 
preacher. ... I knowe not any • . . that doth chalendge the 
gyfte of the viccaridge within my parishe, but my good patron 
and master S' Thomas Lucy, Enighte, the true patron 
thereof." 
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XXXVIII 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S WILL 

Now in the Principal Probate Begistry, Somerset HonBe, 
London. 

Proved in the Prerogative Court, by John HaU, one of the 
executors, June 22nd, 1616. 

The words printed in italics are interlineations in the 
original. Those between square brackets are cancelled in the 
original 

ViGESiMO quinto die [Janu&rii] Martii Anno Begni Domini 
nostri Jacobi nunc Begis Anglie &c. [Decimo quarto et 
Scotie xlix^ Annoque Domini 1616. 

T. W"^ Shackspearb 
R 

In the name of god Amen I William Shackspeare of 
Stratford vpon Avon in the countie of Warr gent in perfect 
health & memorie god be praysed doe make & Ordayne this 
my last will & testament in manner & forme foUoweing That 
ys to saye ffirst I Comend my Soule into the handes of god 
my Creator hoping & assuredlie beleeving through thonelie 
merittes of Jesus Christe my Saviour to be made partaker of 
lyfe everlastinge And my bodye to the Earth whereof yt ys 
made Item I gyve & bequeath unto my [sonne in L] Daughter 
Judy th One hundred & fyftie poundes of lawfull English money 
to be paied unto her in manner and forme foUoweing that ys to 
saye one hundred poundes in discharge of her marriage pordan 
within one yeare after my deceas with consideracion after the 
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rate of twoe shillinges in the pound for soe long tyme as the 
same shalbe unpaied unto her after my deceas & the ffyftie 
poundes residewe thereof upon her surrendring of or gyving of 
such sufficient securitie as the overseers of this my will shall 
like of to surrender or graunte all her estate & right that shall 
discend or come unto her after my deceas or thai shee nowe 
hath of in or to one copiehold tenemente with thappurte- 
naunces lyeing & being in Stratford upon Avon aforesaied in 
the saied countie of Warr being parcell or holden of the 
manner of Bowington unto my daughter Susanna SLall and her 
heires for ever Item I gyve and bequeath unto my saied 
daughter Judith one hundred and fiyftie poundes more if shee 
or anie issue of her bodie be ly vinge att thend of three yeares 
next ensueing the daie of the date of this my will during which 
tyme my executours to paie her consideracion from my deceas 
according to the rate aforesaied And if she dye within the saied 
terme without issue of her bodye then my will ys and I doe 
gyve and bequeath one hundred poundes thereof to my neece 
Elizabeth Hall & the ffiftie poundes to be sett fourth by my 
executours during the lief of my sister Johane Harte & the use 
and proffitt thereof cominge shalbe payed to my saied sister 
Jone & after her deceas the saied 1.*^ shall remaine amongst 
the children of my saied sister equallie to be devided amongst 
them but if my saied daughter Judith be lyving att thend of 
the saied three yeares or anie yssue of her bodye then my will 
ys & soe I devise & bequeath the saied hundred and ffyftie 
poundes to be sett out hy my exectUavrs and overseers for the 
best benefitt of her and her issue and the stoek not to be paied 
unto her soe long as she shalbe marryed & covert baron 
[by my executours & overseers] but my will ys that she shall 
have the consideracion yearelie paied unto her during her lief 
&f after her deceas the saied stock and consideracion to bee 
paied to her children if she have anie & if not to her executours 
or assignes she ly ving the saied terme after my deceas Pro- 
vided that yf such husbond as she shall att thend of the saied 
three yeares be marryed unto or att anie after doe sufficientlie 
assure unto her & thissue of her bodie landes awnswereable to 
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the porcion by this my will gyven unto her and to be adjudged 
8oe by my executours & overseers then my will ys that the said 
cl.*^ shalbe paied to such husbond as shall make such assurance 
to his owne use Item I gyre and bequeath unto my saied 
sister Jone xx.*^ & all my wearing apparrell to be paied and 
delivered within one yeare after my deceas and I doe will & 
devise unto her the house with thappurtenaunces in Stratford 
wherein she dwelleth for her naturall lief under the yeaielie 
rent of xij.'* Item I gyve and bequeath unto her three sonnes 
William Harte . . . Hart and Michaell Harte £fyve poundes a 
peece to be payed within one yeare after my deceas [to be sett 
out for her within one yeare after my deceas by my executours 
with thadvise and direccions of my overseers for her best proffitt 
untill her mariage and then the same with the increase thereof 
to be paied unto her] Item I gyve and bequeath unto [her] 
the saied Elizabeih Hall all my plate eoceept my hrod silver S giU 
bole that I now have att the date of this my will Item I gyve 
and bequeath unto the poore of Stratford aforesaied tenn 
poundes to Mr. Thomas Combe my sword to Thomas Bussell 
esquier fiy ve poundes & to ffrauncis Collins of the Borough of 
Warr in the countie of Warr gent thirteene poundes sixe 
shillinges & eight pence to be paied within one yeare after my 
deceas Item I gyve & bequeath to [Mr. Bichard Tyler thelder] 
Hamlett Sadler xxvj.*^ viij * to buy him a ringe to William 
Baynddes gent^ osxvj.'' viij*' to buy him a ringe to my godson 
William Walker xx* in gold to Anthonye Nashe gent, xxvj.** 
viij.* & to Mr. John Nashe xxvj.*^ vitj * [in gold] and to myfeUowes 
John Hcmynges Bichard Burbage and Henry CundeU xxvj^ 
viij^ a peece to buy them ringes Item I gyve will bequeath & 
devise unto my daughter Susanna Hall /or better enabling of 
her to performs this my will Jk towardes the performans thereof 
all that capitall messuage or tenemente with thappurtenaunces 
in Stratford aforesaid called the Newe Place wherein I nowe 
dwell and twoe messuages or tenementes with thappurtenaunces 
scituat lyeing and being in Henley streete within the borough 
of Stratford aforesaied And all my bames stables orchardes 
gardens landes tenementes and hereditamentes whatsoever 
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sctiuat lyeing and being or to be had recey ved perceyved or 
taken within the townes hamlettes yillages ffieldes & gronndes 
of Stratford upon Avon Oldstratford Bushopton & Welcombe 
or in anie of them in the saied conntie of Warr And alsoe all 
that messuage or tenemente with thappurtennaunces wherein 
one John Bobinson dwelleth scituat lyeing and being in the 
Blackfriers in London nere the Wardrobe and all other my 
landes tenementes and hereditamentes whatsoever To have 
and to hold all and singuler the saied premisses with their 
appurtennaunces unto the saied Susanna Hall for and during 
the terme of her naturall lief and after her deceas to the first 
Sonne of her bodie lawfullie yssueing and to the heires males of 
the bodie of the saied first sonne lawfullie yssueinge & for 
defalt of such issue to the second sonne of her bodie lawfullie 
issueinge and to the heires males of the bodie of the saied 
second sonne lawfullie yssueinge and for detail of such 
heires to the third sonne of the bodie of the saied Susanna 
lawfullie yssueing & of the heires males of the bodie of the 
saied third sonne lawfullie yssueing and for detalt of such 
issue the same soe to be & remaine to the fiburth [sonne] ffyfth 
sixte and seaventh sonnes of her bodie lawfullie issueing one 
after another & to the heires males of the bodies of the saied 
fourth fifth sixte & seaventh sonnes lawfullie yssueing in such 
manner as yt ys before lymitted to be and remaine to the first 
second and third sonns of her bodie and to their heires males 
and for defalt of such issue the said premisses to be & remaine 
to my sayed neece Hall & the heires males of her bodie lawfullie 
yssueing and for defalt of such issue to my daughter Judith & 
the heires males of her bodie lawfullie issueinge and for defalt 
of such issue to the right heires of me the saied William 
Shachspere for ever Item I gyve unto my wief my second leat 
bed with the furniture Item I gyve & bequeath to my saied 
daughter Judith my broad silver gilt bole All the rest of my 
goodes chattel leases plate jewels & household stufie whatsoever 
after my dettes and legasies paied & my funerall expences dis- 
charged I gyve devise and bequeath to my Sonne in Lawe 
John Hall gent & my daughter Susanna his wief whom I 
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oidaine and make executours of this my last will and testament 
And I doe intreat & appoint the sated Thomas Bnssell esqnier 
and fi&anncis Collins gent to be overseers hereof And doe 
revoke all former wills & pnbUshe this to be my last will and 
testament In witness whereof I have hereunto put my [seale] 
hand the dale & yeare first abovewritten 

By me William Shakspeabe 

Witnes to the publbhing hereof 
Fba: Collyns 
JuLYUs Shawe 
John Bobinson 
Hamnet Sadleb 

BOBEBT WhATTOOTT 

Probatum coram magistro Willielmo Byrde legom doctore 
comiss. &c. xxij^^' die mensis Junii, Anno Domini 1616 
Jnramento Johannis HeJl unius executorum &c. cui &c. 
de bene &c. Jurat. Beservat. potestate &c. Susanne Hall 
alteri executorum &c. cum venerit &c. petitur. Inv. ex\ 



Shakespeare's signature appears at the foot of each of the 
three sheets of paper upon which the will is written. These 
signatures, together with two appended to the deeds of the 
Blackfriars property, are the only specimens of the poet's 
handwriting known to be in existence. 
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SHAKESPEARE IN HIS OWN PLAYS 

The following is a note by William Oldys. A Literary 
Antiquary^ 1862 edition, pp. 45-6 : — 

''One of Shakspeare's younger brothers, who lived to a 
good old age, even some years, as I compute, after the restora- 
tion of King Charles II., would in his younger days come to 
London to visit his brother Will, as he called him, and be a 
spectator of him as an actor in some of his own plays. This 
custom, as his brother's fame enlarged, and his dramatick enter- 
tainments grew the greatest support of our principal, if not 
of all our theatres, he continued, it seems, so long after his 
brother's death, as even to the latter end of his own life. The 
curiosity at this time of the most noted actors to learn some- 
thing from him of his brother, &c., they justly held him in the 
highest veneration. And it may be well believed, as there was 
be^des a kinsman and descendant of the family, who was then 
a celebrated actor among them, this opportunity made them 
greedily inquisitive into every little circumstance, more espe- 
cially in his dramatick character, which his brother could relate 
of hhn. But he, it seems, was so stricken in years, and possibly 
his memory so weakened with infirmities (which might make 
him the easier pass for a man of weak intellects) that he could 
give them but little light into their enquiries ; and all that 
could be recollected from him of his brother Will in that 
station was, the faint, general, and almost lost ideas he had 
of having once seen him act a part in one of his own comedies, 
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wherein, being to personate a decrepit old man, he wore a long 
beard, and appeared so weak and drooping and unable to walk, 
that he was forced to be supported and carried by another person 
to a table, at which he was seated among some company who 
were eating, and one of them sung a song." ^ 

I The character of Adam in A$ You Like It, 



XL 

AN ALLUSION TO SHAKESPEARE 

Amonq the MS. books in the Diocesan Registry at Worcester 
there is a rough quarto volume, bound in vellum, containing 
Consistory Court precedents, miscellaneous extracts from various 
authors, and what appear to be some original verses. On the 
fly-leaf in front of the book is the name " John Pryce," who 
was Chancellor of the diocese from 1696 to 1705. There is also 
the date " 1676," so that the contents were probably written 
between the two latter dates. On folio 73b are the following 
verses : — 

Ben Johnson traviling from London to Oxford upon a Valen- 
tine's day meets an Highwayman. 

Ben JohnwH. Flee hence or by thy Coat of Steele 

Il'e make thy heart my brasen ballet feele 
And send that thrice as theevish scale of thine 
To Hell to be the Devell's valentine. 

Reply by y* Hman. 

Bobber, Art thou great Ben or y* revived ghost 

Of famous Shakespeare or some drunken host 

That beeing tipsy w*** thy muddy beer 

Dost think thy rhyme shall dawnt my scale w^ feare. 

Know this base slave that I am one of those 
Can take a purse as well in verse as proes 
And w" thou art dead wright this upon thy herse 
Here ly's a Poet y' was robb*d in verse. 
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ANECDOTES FROM THE PLUME MSS 

In or about the years 1657-9, Dr. Plume, Vicar of Greenwich, 
made notes of the following anecdotes, which were related 
to him by Vice- Admiral Mennes. A well-known variation 
of the first was recorded by Sir Nicholas L'Estrange 
{Harleian M88.). Both of these anecdotes were discovered by 
Dr. Andrew Clark in the Plume MSS. at Maldon, Essex, and 
they were published in the Westminster Gazette on October 31st, 
1904. Dr. Clark, to whom I am indebted for correct extracts, 
points out that Plume was wrong in attributing the interview 
with John Shakespeare to Mennes, who was bom in 1598 or 
1599. John Shakespeare died in 1601. 

" Ben Jonson, at the Christning of Shakespeare his child, 
to which he was invited godfather, said to him — ^'Now you 
expect a great matter. But I will give it a Latin [latten] 
spoon, and you shall translate it.' • 

" He [Shakespeare] was a glover's son. Sir John Mennes 
saw once his old father in his shop — a merry-cheekt old man, 
that said, ' Will was a good honest fellow, but he darest have 
crakt a jesst with him att any time/ ** 
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Actors, at Stratford-upon-Avon, 116, 
119, 148, 264; foreign tours, 121; 
licensed by James I., 162 ; at White- 
hall, 164; in Shakespeare's plays, 
named in the Firtt Folio, 175 

Adam, played by Shakespeare in Ab 
' You Like It, 122, 272 n 

Alleyn, Edward, the aotor and mana- 
ger, 143 

AW» Wdl that End$ Well, 171, 176, 
189 258 

Anne Hathaway's Cottage, 28, 32 

Antony and CCdopatra, 165, 171, 176, 
258 

Arber, Dr., on N^ash*s alleged allusion 
to Shakespeare, 81 n ; transcripts of 
the registers of the Stationers' Com- 
pany, 144-77 

Arden, Mary. See Shakesneare, Mary 

Arden, Robert, death nnu nrobate of 
will, 145 ; copy of his will and in- 
ventory, 261-3 

Arms, grant of, to John Shakespeare, 
127 

Asbies estate at Wilmcoto, bequeathed 
to Mary Arden, 101 ; mortgaged by 
John and Mary Shakespeare, 102, 
150; John Shakespeare s attempts 
to regain possession of, 105, 127, 
157; William Shakespeare named 
in a Bill of Complaint concerning, 
153 

Aston Cantlow,iresidonoo of tlie Arden 
family, 101, 145 

Ai You, Like It, 122, IGO, 171, 176, 
258, 272 

Atheumum, The, 22 

Aubrey, John, his account of Shake- 
speare,71-2; opinions concerning tlie 
value of his account of Shakespeare, 
vi., 82-5, 89; on Shakespeare's 
occupations, 109; on tShakespearo 



as sohoolmaitor, 40 n, 110, 112 ; on 
Shakespeare's speech when killing 
a calf, 95 ; Shakespeare's age on his 
removal to London, 118, 123; inter- 

S rotation of < his account of the 
eparture from Stratford-upon- 
Avon, 82 ; on Shakespeare's fisiti to 
Stratford, 72, 93 n ; on ShakMpeare 
as an actor, 71, 122 ; account of Sir 
William Davenant, 2, 185 ; his in- 
quiries at Stratford-upon-Avon, 258- 
4 ; account of William Beeiton, 249 
Austin, Mr. Evans, 55 «, 61 n 



BAOOir, Lord, on Marriage and Single 

Life, 117 n 
Banns of marriage, one publication 

only in Shakespeare's case, 48; in 

Srohibited seasons, 67 ; various con- 
itions as to, 205 

Barkstead, William, eulogj of Shake- 
speare in Mirrha ike Mother of 
AdonU, 165 

Barnard, Lady Eliiabeth, marriage, 
254; bequests to daughters of ber 
kinsman Richard Hathaway, 83; 
death and bni^ 137, 179, 254. 
See also Hall, Elizabeth, and Nash, 
Elisabeth 

Barnard, Sir John, second husband of 
Shakespeare's grand-daughter Eliza- 
beth, 79, 179 

Bamfleld, Richard, eulogy of Shake- 
speare in Poeme m Divert Rwmtre, 
159 

Bear Garden, Shakespeare's residence 
near, 128 

Beeston, Christopher, Shakespeare's 
foUow-comedian, 89 n, 249 

Beeston, William, actor, son of Chris- 
topher Beeston, 72, 89 is 249 
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Bellew, Rev. J. C. M., 33 1^ 47 m 
Benfleet, Soath, referonce to the pro- 
hibited leaaoDB in the pcurish register, 
247-8 
Berkeley, Lord, visit of his oompany 
of players to Stratford-apou-Ayon, 
116 

Berrow*s Woroetter Journal^ 217 n 

Betterton, Thomas, his inquiries at 
Stratford-upon-Ayoa, 78, 86-7, 253- 
4 ; his performance of JETamlet, 78 

Bible, Shakespeare's knowledge of the, 
142 

Bidford, the Grab-tree legend, 81, 252 

Billesley, referred to by Malone as 
the place of Shakespeare's marriage, 
47 

Birthplace, Shake^are's, 101-2 

Bishopsgate, St. Helen, a William 
Shakespeare assessed in the parish 
of, 128 

Bishops* Bensters at Woroester, peon- 
liarities of marriage licence entries, 
87 

Bishops' Registry, Worcester, practice 
at, in Shakespeare's day, 9 

Blackfriars, Shakespeare's purchase of 
a house in, 129, 167 

Blackfriars Theatre, 121 

Blaokstone's Commentaries, 49 n, 52, 
243 

Boos. P. S., 5 n, 57 w, 121 «, 256 

Bodenham, John, Shakespeare men- 
tioned in Belvedere or the Garden of 
the Muees, 160 

Bohn, H. G., 57 n, 233 n 

Bond for Shakespeare's marriage 
licence, revealed approximate date 
of the completion of his marriage, 2; 
incorrectly interpreted, 3 ; facsimile 
of, 9 ; where was it signed ? 17, 19 ; 
•* Andrew Walker, scribe," the writer 
of, 19 n ; supposed impression of 
** R. H." on the seal, 33 ; inferences 
drawn from the seal, 53 ; the sureties 
also named in Richard Hathaway's 
will, 33; Shakespeare's residence 
not given, 39; place of marriage 
not named, 41 ; consent limited to 
friends of the bride, 48 ; opinions of 
various authors on the terms of, 48 ; 
description of, 202-3 

Bonds for marriage licences, penalties 
of, 13; changes in the conditions 
of, in 1581-3,-16, 49; defects in 
descriptions of the parties, 39; at 
the Worcester Registry, 202-3, 215 



Bowden, Bevd. H. S., 54 n, 62, 108 m, 

195 K. 242 
Box, Bevd. C. F., Vicar of South 

Benfleet, 248 
Braoton, Henry, on marriage and 

dower, 7 1» 
Brandos, Mr. (George, 57 n 
Brassington, Mr. W. Salt, 100 n, 128 n, 

236n 
Bnllingham, Bishop, 10 n, 11 n, 148, 

225-6 
Bund, Mr. J. Willis, 200 n, 231 
Burbage, Cuthbert and Winifred, 121 
Burbage, James, livery-stable keeper, 

120 
Burbage, Richard, Manningham's 

anecdote concerning, 140, 186 
Burgess, J. Tom, 18 n, 24 n, 33 «, 

38a 
Butler, Mr. Samuel, 4 a, 138 n, 255 



Gaudbt, William, Shakespeare named 

in Bemainet of a Otiaier Worke 

Conoeming BrUaine, 163^ 
Campbell, Lord, comment upon 

Shakespeare and his wife, 8; on 

Shakespeare's knowledge of law, 

111-2 
Campbell, Thomas, 8 
Gardwell, Dr^ 10 n, 12 n, 51 «, 195 n. 

215 n, 232 n, 247 n 
Carew, Richard, allusion to Shake- 
speare in The ExcedemoU of (he 

SngUtk Tongtte, 169 
Carter, Revd. T., 54 n, 103 n, 105 a, 

108 n, 242 
Castle, William, parish clerk of 

Stratford-upon-Avon, 75, 254 
Chalmers, George, 89, 91, 93 n 
Chamberlain, the Lord, his ocunpany 

of players, 121 
Chandos, Lord, visit of his oompany of 

players to Stratford-upon-Avon, 116 
Charlecote, Vicar of, in Shakespeare's 

day. 111 fi, 265 
Chester, Dr. J. L., on London licences, 

43 n 
Chester, Robert, Love^e Martyr or 

BoboIMb ComvUiintf 161 
Chettle, Henry, nis apology for Robert 

Greene's attack, 80, 154 
Cibber, Theophilus, traditions oon- 

ceming Shakespeare's early years 

in Jjondon, 79-80 ^ 

Clandestine marriage, Winsor and 

White, 215-6 
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Clarke, Dr. Andrew, 71, 185, 249 n 

Clurke, 0. and M. C, 5 n 

Clarke, William, an allnsion to Shake- 
speare in Po^tmantoio, 156 

Collier, J.P., editor of Dowdall's 
letter, 250 

Collins, Francis, overseer and vitneM 
of Shakespeare's will, 270 

Collins, Mr. J. Chnrton, 112, 126-7, 
256 

Combe, John, sale of land to Shake- 
speare, 166 ; bequest to Shakespeare, 
169; burial, 169; Sliakeepeare's 
epitaph upon, 72 

Combe, William, a promoter of the 
Weloombe enclosure, 131 n ; sale of 
land to Shakespeare, 166 

Comedy of ErrorB, 159, 171, 176, 189, 
257 

Condell, Henry, actor, Shakespeare's 
partner in the profits of the Globe 
Theatre, 122, 172 

Consent of Anne Hathaway's friends, 
38,48 

Consent of parents to marriage, law 
relating to, in 1582, — 50; in a Lon- 
don marriage licence, 52 ; certificates 
of, 237-40 

Consistory Court of Worcester, actions 
upon precontracts, 190-4; records 
of, 208-11 

CotUentpm of the two famoue houeee 
of York ami Laneoiter^ 1st part, 
155 

Contract of marriage. See Precontract 

Coote, Chas., H., 41, 42, 45, 51 

Coriolanu$, 171, 176, 258 

Coaiii, Dr. John, 66 

Cottom, John, master of Stratford- 
upon-Ayon Grammar School, 108 

Cimlworth, the Ardens of^ 101 

Curtain Theatre, the, Moorflelds, 121 

Cymbeline, 166, 171, 176, 258 



Dall, Mrs., on Anno Hathaway 's 

parentage, 22 
Daoter, John, printer of Borneo and 

JfUist, 157 
Davenant, John, of Oxford, vintner, 

185 
Davenant, Sir William, his alleged 

relationship to Shakespeare, 2, 140 ; 

account of, by Aubrey, 185 
Davies, Bevd. Iliohard, his account of 

Shakespeare, 74, 113; on Shake- 
speare's religion, 141 



Davies, John of Hereford, Shakespeare 
mentioned in hii Scourge of FdUy, 
122,166 

Departure from Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Shakespeare's supposed reasons for, 
115; various dates for, 89-92, 116 

De Quinoey, Thomas, 1 n, 3, 18 n, 58 n, 
93 n, 187-8 

Dibdin, Chancellor, 16 n 

Digges, Ijeonard, lines on Shakeipeare 
in the Fint Folio, 174-5 

Discrepancies between Shakespeare's 
licence bond and the record in tlie 
bishop's register, 9, 17 

DowdaU, John, on Shakespeare's ap. 
prenticeship and departure from 
Stratford, 55, 82, 110 ; his alleged 
visit to Stratford-upon-Avon, and 
notes on Shakespeare, 75; IfS. of 
his "Letter" missing, 75 n; re- 
marks upon the authenticity of his 
letter, 250-1 

Dowdcn, Professor, 53 n, 127, 257-8 

Dower, church marriafire ceremony ne- 
cessary for title to, 7 n 

Drake, Nathan, 56 n, 89, 91-2, 93 n, 
111 n, 255 

Drayton, Michael, the merry meeting 
with Shakespeare, 135 

Dryden, John, reference to, by Aubrey, 
249 

Dugdale, William, 185, 231 

Dyce, Alexander, 93 n 

Edgar Tower, Worcester, episcopal 
muniments at, 211 

Edward III, 156 

Elizabeth, Queen, 14, 77, 149, 162 

Elsinore, visits of English players to, 
121 

Elton, 0. L, 68 a 

Else, Dr. Karl, 3, 21, 38 n, 40, 53 m 
56 n, 58 m 88 A, 90, 140 n 

EmerK)n, Ralph Waldo, 139 

Errors in the lists of marriage licenoet 
and other documents, 87, 219-20 

Espousals in Elisabethan times, 5 

Every Man in Hie Humour, Shake- 
speare takes part in the performance 
0^ 122, 158 

Excommunication and other penalties 
for disobedience of decree of Ooort 
in matrimonial ooset, 6, 197 

Falstafp, 77 

Field, Henry, of Stratford-upon-Avon, 
taimer, 119, 154 
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Field, Biohard, the printn: and pub- 
lishor of VetiMB and Adonii and 
Lueraos, 119, 155, 198 

Fint FoiiOy Dedications, Addreeses, 
Names of Plays and Actors in, 172-^ 

Fleay, F. O., 5 % 7 11, 89, 91, 93 n, 
121 «, 127 

Foard, Mr. J. T., on Betterton'i Tisit 
to Stratford, 87 

Forgeries of Shakespearean doonmonts, 
Ireland, W. H., 202, Jordan, John» 
230 

Forman, Dr. Simon, present i* perform- 
ances of Shakespeare's plays, 166 

Freeman, Thomas, praise of Shake- 
speare in Bunne and a GrwU CaU, 
168 

French, G. B., 41, 47 n, 48 n, 87 n, 
88 n, 101 11, 137 n 

Fuller, Thomas, referenoes to Shake- 
speare, 72-3 

Fullom, S. W., on Shakespeare's de- 
parture from Stratford, 46, 91 

Fmman, Be?d. Wm., notos on Shake- 
speare, 74 

Fumivall, Dr. F. J^ 7 n, 56 n. 111, 
113», 127, 128 n, 257-8 



Gabnbtt, Dr. Bichaid, on Aubrey, 84 

Geary, Sir W. N., 196 n, 247 

Gervinus, Professor G. G., 5 i», 93 », 
127, 138 n, 256 

Oeila Orayorum^ 257 

Ghost, in Hamlet, played by Shake- 
speare, 77 

Gibson, Edmund, 49 n, 67 

Giffard, Bishop, 200, 231 

Gillow, Joseph, 103 n, 242 n 

Globe Theatre, built in 1599,-121, 
160; Shakespeare a sharer in the 
profits, 122; Petition of the Bur- 
bages as to, 121 ; destructiou of, 122, 
167 

Godwin, Mr. Parker, 255 

Grammar School, Stratford-upon-Avon, 
108, 148 

Graves, Joseph, 5 n 

Gray's Inn, performanoe of Comedy of 
ErrorB in 1594,-257 

Greon aliaB Shakespeare, Thomas, 153 

Green, Mr. C. F., the Bidford Crab- 
tree legend, 252 n 

Greene, Bobert, supposed allusion to 
Shakespeare in his Groatsworth of 
WU, 80, 123, 154; Menaphon, 112 w, 
256 



Greene, Thomas, of Stratford-upon- 

Atou, 127-8, 130-1, 166, 169 
GrendoD, Shakespeaze at, 72 
Grindal, Archbishop, 16 n, 49 n, 54 
Qroaitworik of THt, the supposed 

attack on Shakespeare by BolMtt 

Greene, 80, 154 
Guy & Ferrler, Frinciplee tf Foretme 

Medicine, 188 



Hales, Professor J. W^ on the 
ment of a William Shakespeaze in 
St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, 129 

Hall, Mr. A, 22,38 n 

Hall, Elizabeth, Shakespeare's grand- 
daughter, baptism, 165 : marriage to 
Thomas Nash, 79, 176. See also 
Barnard, Elizabeth, and Xash, Eliza- 
beth 

Hall, John, the poet's son-in-law, 
15311,177 

Hall, Susanna, the poet* s daupliter, 
plaintiff in a defamation suit in the 
Worcester Consistory Court, 167; 
her burial and epitaph, 178, 254. 
See also Shakespeare, Susanna 

HalliweU-PhiUips, J. O., 6, 21, 28 m 
29 n, 32 «, 33 n, 40 11, 47, 53, M n, 
56 n, 62, 71 n, 74, 75 n, 81 ih 83, 85, 
86fi, 88 n, 94 n, 95 ft, 97 n, 100, 101 is 
104 n, 105 n, 106 n, 110, 121 n, 127n, 
128, 131 ft, 132, 133 n, 136, 140ii, 144, 
187 n, 188 n, 208 n, 236, 242, 252-^ 
255, 256 n; his descriptions of the 
seals on the Shakespeare-Hathaway 
licence bond, 34 ; his interpretation 
of Bowe*8 account of the departure 
from Stratford-upon-Avon, 92-3 ; his 
opinion of Aubrey, 83 

Hamlet, 77-8, 81, 122, 128, 162-3, 176. 
193 n, 256, 258 

Hammick, J. T., 6, 195 

Hampton Lucv> a supposed place of 
Shakespeare 8 marriage, 47 

Hurdwicke, Lord, 16, 41 

Hart family, the, 187 

Hart, Joan, the poet's sister, 87, 137, 
178,254. See also Shakespeare, Joan 

Hart, William, baptism, 160; burial, 
170 

Hathaway, Anne, adverse criticism of, 
2 ; Bowe's account of, 21, 76 ; Anne 
or Agnes, 29 ; the '* friends " referred 
to in the bond, 30 ; her residence ; 
80 ; her relationship to Joan Hatha- 
way, 81 ; possibly a daughter of 
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Richard of Shottery, 81, 114. 118 : 
reasoDB for the suppoBition that she 
was related to the Shottery family, 
28, 83; the seal formerly on the 
bond no ^de to her ideiitity, 85 ; 
her marriage to William 8hake- 
tpeare, 46-7, 65-9, 116, 187. See 
also Shakespeare, Anne 

Hathaway, Bartholomew, his relation- 
ship to Joan Hathaway, 82 

Hathaway family* of Shottery, con- 
jectnral pedigree, 82 

Hathaway, Joan, Whittington's refers 
enoe to her will, 33 

Hathaway, Biohard, of London, grant 
of marriage licence to, 44, 120 n, 
233-4 

Hathaway, Richard, of Shottery, sng- 
gestiye references in his will,' 81 ; 
the seal on the bond not his, 83; 
legacy to his dsnghter Agnes, 29, 
118 ; copy of his will, 221-8 

Hatiiaway, Richard, the dramatist, 
238—4 

HazUtt, Mr. W. Carew, 5 l^ 29 n 

Homing, John, actor, Shakespeare's 
partner in the profits of the Globe 
Ttieatre 122 

Henry IV. (parts 1 and 2). 77, 157, 159, 
160, 176, 258 

Henry F., 160, 170, 258 

Henry VI., ISA 

1 Henry VU 153, 161, 176, 257 

2 Henry VI., 155, 161, 170, 257 

3 Henry VL, 154, 171, 176, 257 
Henry VIIL, 122, 107, 171, 176, 258 
Henslowe, Philip. 153-4. 233, 256 
Hill, Mr. Joseph. 18 n, 24, 38 n 
Holder against Shaw, action npon a 

contract of marriage, 6, 190-2 
Holland, Hngh, lines npon Shake- 
speare in the FirBt FoUo, 174 
Homcbe, Richard, blacksmith, of 

Henley Street, Stratford-npon-ATon, 

101 
Hiinsdon, Lord, Shakespeare a member 

of his company of players, 121 
Hunt, Simon, appointed teacher in the 

Grammar School, Stratford-npon- 

Ayon, 108, 148 
H outer, Joseph, 3 



IsKUkND, William Henrt, forger of 

Shakespearean dixsaments. 202 
Irving, Sir Henry, 58 n 



Jaoob*8 Lam DieUonary, 247 

James L, patron of Shakespeare's com- 
pany ofplayers, 181, 1^ 

Jenkins, l^omas, master of Stmtf(^- 
npon- Avon Grammar School, lOd 

Min, Kin^ 101 n, 169, 176, 25a 

Johnson, Gerard. 185 

Johnson, John, 194, 282 

JohnsCD, Dr. Saaivel. 2 «, 80, 95 11 

Jonson, Ben, referenees to, by Aubrey, 
72, 73, 249; allusion to ''Surly 
Ben," by F. Manning, 143 n ; om 
Shakespene's ** small Latine and 
lesse dreek," 124; his praise of 
Shakespeare, 148, 172-4, 177-^; 
Shakespeare an actor in his plays. 
158, 162; his merry-meeting with 
Shakespeai* at Stratford-npon-Avoiit 
135 

Joidan, John, his account of Temple 
GraftoD, 230 ; of Luddington, 286 

Jtdiut Cmmf, 171, 176, 258 

Justice Shallow, 78 



Kempk, WiLLiAK, member of Shake- 
speare's compaoy, 121 

Kenilworth Castle, Queen Elizabeth's 
yisit to, 149 

Kenny, ThoniM, 89 

Kind Harte'e Drimm, Ghettle on Shake- 
speare as an actor, 122 

King's Players, Shukespeare* member 
of the company, 162 

Knight, Charles, 1 n, 5 n. 18 n, ^M n, 
40. 56 n, 58 n, 253 

Kyd, Thomas, 256 



liAMBEBT, Edmund, mortgagee of the 

Asbies esUte, 151 
Lambert, John, son of the mortgagee 

of the Asbies estate, 97 
Ijane, John, ezcoinmonioated for defa- 
mation at the suit of Susanna Hall, 

167, 208 
Lane, Nicholas, prooeedings against 

John Shakitpeare, 100, 152 
Langbaine, Gerard, Junior, 2 n, 128 a. 

185 
Lanier, Mr. Sidney. 90 
Latin, Shakespeare's knowledge of 

124 
** Latten," reference to in the Plume 

MSS., 274 
Law, Shakespeare's knowledge of, 111 
Lear, King, 164, 176, 258 
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Lee, Dr. Sidney, 23, 29 n, 86 n, 48, 53, 
89, 93 fi, UK, 107, 110 •, 127, 140 n, 
202 n, 256 

Leioeiier, Eari of, his oompany of 
^yers, 121, 149, 264 

L*£8£raDge'8 MSB., anecdote of 
Bhi^espeare and Ben Jonaon, 234 

Lover^t Complaint^ ^, inserted in the 
1G09 edition of the Sonnets, Wl 

Lom'B Lahow*$ Lori, 96, 125, 157, 159, 
164, 176, 257 

Igove^t Ldbouf^B Wonne^ 159 

Love*i Martyr 1 161 

Lwsreoe, 155, 159, 256-7 

Lucy, Sir Thomas, 76, 92, 116, 160 

Lucy, Sir Thomas, the younger, his 
marriage lioenoe, 10 

Luddington, supposed place of Shake- 
speare's marriage, 41, 46, 81, 114, 
236 

Lyndwood, WiUiam, «6, 194 



Mabu, Mr. H. W., 41 n 

Mat^th, 166, 171, 176, 258 

Malone, Edmund, 2, 47, 70 n, 81, 8^ 
84 n. 86-7, 93 ii. 111, 128, 233 «, 
249 n, 253 n, 257 n 

Manning, F., allusion to Ben Jonson, 
143 ft 

Manningham, Johiii his anecdote re- 
lating to Shakespeare and Burbage, 
140, 186 : notice of a performance of 
Twelfth Night, 161 

Alarlowe, Christopher, 81 n, 124, 256 

Marriage, solemnized out of church 
irregular but valid, 6; place of, 
named in the Woroestor licences, 
41-2; without licence, 67, 133-4, 
170, 248 

Marriage oeremony, in nave or door- 
way of church, 10, 226; performed 
in a farmhouse, 15 

Marriage oontraot See Preoontract 

IVIarriage customs, ancient, 7 

Marriage licence, history of the, 9-10, 
212-6 ; allegations for, 11, 64, 238-9 ; 
bonds for — see Bonds; cer^cate 
of oonient for, 11, 19; choice of 
place for the ceremony, 37, 42, 44 ; 
commonly used by persons in 
Shakespeare's social position, 65, 
245; documents at the Bishop's 
Registry, Worcester, v.; errors in 
records of, 219-20, 228-9; examples 
of ancient records of, 224-6 ; fees in 
Shakespeare's day, 66, 213; for 



oeremony during prohibited i 
65-6 ; penalty for misiepreaentation, 
51 fi; reasons for, 64, 24&-4; cued 
for clandestine marriages, 14 

Marriage lioenoe, SbakeqteAre's, 
erroneous impreesiona oonoeming, 
Y.; obtained in anticipation of m 
prohibited season, 68; the appUca- 
tion for, 18, 114 ; the njgoosity for, 
58,62-3,69 

Marriages, ancient, mally aolemniied 
in bride's parish, S8, 232 

Marshall, Mr. F. A^ 53 n 

Marston, John, lines «ft Shakeqieaie 
in the Fird Folio, 178 

Meoiwe for Meatwre, 171, 176, 189, 
192 n, 193 n, 258 

Menapkon, Nash's referenoe to Hamlei, 
256 

Mennes, Vioe-Admiial, anecdotes in 
the Plume MSa, 274 

Merehami qf Venioe, The, 157, 159, 176, 
258 

Meres, Frauds, PaUadii Tamiot rafer- 
ences to Shakespeare and seyeral of 
his plays and poems, 158-9 

Merry Wive$ of Windsor, 77, 78, 161, 
176, 187 n, 195 n, 258 

Middle Temple, performance of 
Twelfth Night at the, 161 

Midsummer Nights Dream, 71, 159, 
160, 176, 189, 257 

Milton, John, his Epitaph on Shake- 
speare, 176-7 

Moore, Thomas, 3 

Moral responsibility of Shakespeare 
and his wife, 7, 137 

Morgan, Mr. Appleton, on '* clerical 
errors," 26 ; on Shakespeare's yisits 
to Stratford, 92 

Much Ado About Nothing, 160, 176, 
258 



Nash, Elizabeth, her marriage to 
John Barnard, 178, 254. See also 
Hall, Elizabeth, and Barnard, Eliza- 
beth 

Nash, Thomas, of Stratford-upon- 
Avon, baptism, 154; marriage to 
Elizabeth Hall, 79, 176, 254; burial, 
178 

Nash, Thomas, his allusion to *' the 
trade of NoYerint," 81, 112; his 
allusion in Pierce PennHesse to 
1 Henry VI., 153 

Newittgton Butts Theatre, 121 
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New Place, purchase of, 127; wine 
given by the Corporation to a 
preacher at, 168 

Nisbet, Dr. J. F., 132 n 

Noake, John, 210 n, 215 n 

Oldts, Wiluam, on Shakespeare in 
old rnea'ft parts, 122; on Shake- 
flpeare*s snpposed allusion, in the 
AmneU, to hu wife, 2, 186-6 

OiAsUo, 171, 176,288 

Oxford, Shakespeare^s visits to, 185 

" Palladia Tamia,*' enlogy on Shake- 
speare by Meres, 158-9 

Park Hall, the Ardens of; 101 

Fauionate Pi^'m, 159 

Pedigree, oonjeotoral, of the Hathaway 
fkmily, 32 

PerieUi, 77, 165, 258 

Personal allusions, supposed, in Shake- 
speare's plays, 189 

Phillipps, Sir Thomas, 33 n 

Phillips, Augustine, Shakespeare's 
partDer in the profits of the Globe 
Theatre, 122 ; his bequest to Shake- 
speare, 163 

Phanix and Turtle, 161 

league at Stratford-upon-Avon, 147 

lUayeri), classed with rogues, vaga- 
bonds, and sturdy beggars, 119 n; 
payments to companies for per- 
formances at Stratford-upon-Avon, 
116, 148-9; penalties for allowing 
performances at Stratford-upon- 
Avon, 2G4 

Plays, catalogue in the FirU Folio, 176 

Plays and Poems, entered in the 
Stationers' registers, 154-77 ; earliest 
dates of the composition of, 255-8 ; 
supposed dates of composition of, 
proposed by Dr. Fnmivall and Pro- 
fessor Dowden, 257-8. See also 
separate titles 

Plume MSS., anecdote of John 
Shakespeare, 274; anecdote of 
William Shakespeare and Ben 
Jonson, 274 

Preachers at Stratford-upon-Avon, 
116, 168 

Precontract, no proof of Shakespeare's, 
likely to have been placed on 
record, 5*6; Holder ana Shaw, 6, 
190-2 ; Nicholson and Fisher, 
192-4; Kidder and Dravoott, 194; 
the nature and responsibilities 0^ 8, 



195 ; and the evolution of morals, 
137 ; references to^ in Shakespeare's 
plays, 138 ; pcnal^ for refuung to 
carry out, 197 

Prohibited seasons for marriage after 
banns, observance in the diocese of 
Worcester, 13; and Shakespeare's 
licence, 65-6; a London example, 
67 ; BO authority in the Canons, 67 ; 
publication of banns in, 67 ; history 
of, 246-8 

Pryce MSS. in the Worcester Dio- 
cesan Sefldstry, verses on Shake- 
speare and Ben Jonson, 278 

Publication of Shakespeare's plays 
and poems, dates of, 154-77 

Puritanism, John Shakespeare's sup- 
posed, 103 

QuABTO editiont of Shakespeare's 
plays, 154-71 

Queen's players, visit of the company 
to Stratfora-upon-Avon, 148 

Quiney, Judith, her death and burial, 
1 36, 179, 254. See also Shakespeare, 
Judith 

Quiney, Riohard, the elder, his applica- 
tion to Shakespeare for a loan, 158 

Quiney, Richard, the poet's grandson, 
baptism, 170; burial, 177 

Quiney, Shakespeare, the poet's 
grandson, baptism and burial, 170 

Quiney, Thomas, the poet's son-in-law, 
baptism, 153 ; marriage to Judith 
Shakespeare, 67, 79, 133-4, 170; 
morriea during a prohibited season, 
67; reasons for delay of his mar- 
riage after publication of banns, 
134; exconmiunicated for marrying 
without licence, 67, 134, 170, 248 

Quiney, lliomas, the poet's grandson, 
baptism, 171; burial, 177 

Rambat, William, 246, 11 
Recusancy, penalties for, 104 
Reed, Isaac, 47 n 
Registers, of the Bishops of Worcester, 

200-1, 230 
Return from PoniosMts, allusion to 

Shakespeare in, 164 
Biehard IL. 156, 159, 176, 257 
Ilichard III., 156, 159, 176, 186, 257 
Richardson, John, a surety to Shakfl- 

speare's licence bond, 33, 54, 202-8 
**R.K." seal on the licence bond,' 

33-5 
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Koohe, Walter, master at Stratford- 
vpoD-AyoD Grammar School, 108 

Bodd. Thomas, publisher of Dowdall*8 
letter, 75 n, 250 

Kolfe, Dr., 102 n 

Borneo and Juliet, 157, 159, 16i, 176, 
257 

BoeoHn'e Complaint, 161 

BoHO Theatre, Bankride, 121 

Hoflsotti, W. M., 7 n 

Bowe, Nicholas, on Anne Hathaway's 
parentage, 21, 76 ; his Life of Shake- 
speare, 75-9 ; on Shakespeare's first 
aoquaintanoe with the playhouse, 
76; his account of Shakespeare's 
departure from Stratford, 76, 82, 93 ; 
Shakespeare's residence at Stratford 
after his marriage, 76, 92-8 ; various 
estimates of his Life of Shakespeare, 
vi., 85-6; errors in his Life of 
Shakespeare, 87-8 ; on Shakespeare 
as the Ghost in Hamlet, 77; his 
Hcoouut of Shakespeare's last yetirs 
at Stratford, 78-9 

Itowington, 23 n, 229 

KuBsell, William, date of Shakespeare's 
departure from Stratford, 90 



Sandblls, Fulk, a surety to Shake- 
speare's licence bond, 33, 54, 202-3 

Savage, Mr. Bichard, vii., 46, 87 n, 
IH 

Scoloker, Anthony, allusion to Shake- 
H|)earo in Daiphttntus,\HjS 

Scourye of Folly, Shakespeare as a 
player in ** kiuglv parts," 122 

Seal on tho Sliakespeare-Hutbaway 
bond, in common use at tho Wor- 
cester Registry, 33; incorrectly 
described, 33-4, 53 

Sfjanui, Sliakespeare takes part in the 
performance of, 122, 162 

Shakespearean documents, forgeries of, 
202 

Shakeepeareana (Now York), 21 

Sliakespeare, Anne, the poet's sister, 
baptism, 148 ; buriiil, lAO 

Shakespeare, Anno, the poet's wife, 
Oldys on tho supposed reference to 
her in the Sonnetg, 2; her debt to 
Whittington, 20; her death and 
burial, 136, 171 ; inscription on her 
tombstone, 171 ; her character, 141. 
See also Hathaway, Anno 

Sliakespeare, Kdmund, the poet's 
brother, baptism, 150; burial, 164 



Shakespeare, Gilbert, the poefb 
brother, his baptism, 148 ; a s upp owd 
spectator of bis brother's playa, 136 

Shakespeare, Gilbert, of St Bridget's, 
London, 136 

Shakespeare, Gilbert, cuioleaosM, 
burial, 1S6, 167 

Shakespeare, Hamnet, the poet's son, 
baptism, 152 ; burial, 156 

Shakespeare, Henry, of Snitterfield, 
defendant in tithe oases in the 
Worcester ConsistoiT Goort, 100 

Shakespeare, Joan, the poet's sister 
(1), baptism, 146 

Shakespeare, Joan, the poet's sister 
(2), tNiptism, 146. See alio HarC;' 
Joan 

Shakespeare, John, Rowe's aoooont of, 
75; son of Bichard Shakespeare 
of Snitterfield, 98-9 ; a ti^er at 
Stratford from 1551,-99; fined for 
disregarding sanitary regulations, 
145 ; prooeedings against, by 
Thomas Syche and others, in the 
Stratford-upon-Avon Court of Re- 
cord, 145-6 ; purchase of two houses 
at Stratford-upon-Avon in 1556,-101, 
145 ; marriage to Mary Arden, 101 ; 
his ofiSces in the corporation of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, 101, 103, 146; 
presents chamberlain's aooounts, 
147; the corporation discharge a 
debt to him, 147; and the players, 
104, 264; bail for Bichard Hatha- 
way, 148 ; appointed alderman, 147 ; 
high-bailiff, 148; ohief alderman, 
148; his neighbours in Henley 
Street, 101; purchase of two houses in 
Stratford-upon-Avon in 1575, — 102, 
149 ; payments for relief of the poor 
during prevalence of the plague, 
147; his financial difficulties, 55-6, 
102, 105; supposed causes of his 
misfortunes, 102-8 ; reduced contri- 
butions for furnishing arms and for 
the poor, 102, 149; indebted to 
Boger Sadler, 149; levy for pur- 
chase of arms unpaid, 150 ; mortgage 
of Asbies, 102, 150 ; the Snitterfield 
property conveyed to Bobert Webbe, 
1 50 ; consent to his son's mairiage, 
48, 60; joined by his son William 
in the negotiations with Lambert, 
118; sued for a debt owed by his 
brother Henry, 100, 152 ; a writ of 
distraint issued against him, 152; 
a writ of habecu oorpue produced. 
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56, 152 ; a Bill filed for the recovery 
of Aabies, 157; hia Henley Street 
property described in an inquisition, 
158 ; absence from oonnoil meetings, 
104, 149-51 ; ceases to be an alder- 
man, 106, 152; a supposed recusant, 
54, 104, 154, 241-2; claimed by 
Poritans and Boman Catholics as a 
sufferer on account of his religious 
opinions, 103; supposed fictitious ^ 
mortgaffoa, 105 ; supposed change ' 
of residence, 40 ; his grant of arms, 
127, 156, 159 ; sale of a strip of Und 
in Henley Street, 156; burial in 
1601,-107, 161 ; no will or adminis- 
tration of his goods, 107 ; could he 
write? 106; anecdote of, in the 
Plume MSB., 274 

Shakespeare, John, the shoemaker, 
107, 152 

Shakespeare, Judith, the poet's 
daughter, baptism, 152; marriage 
to Thomas Qniney, 79, 170; married 
during a prohibited season, 67, 
1H3-4; the bequest in her father's 
will, 183. See also Quiney, Judith 

Shakespeare, Alargaret, the poet's 
sister, baptism and burial, 147 

Shakespeare, Mary, the poet's mother, 
her marriage, 101, 145; her burial, 
165. See also Arden, Mary 

Shakespeare, Eichard, of Snitterfleld, 
administration of his goods granted 
to John Shakespeare, 99, 146, 259- 
60 

Shakespeare, Bichartl, the poet*s 
brother, baptism, 148; burial, 167 

Shakespeare, Susanna, the poet's 
daughter, baptism, 151 ; marriage 
to John HaU, 79, 164. See ahio Hall, 
Susanna 

Shakespeare, William, fragmentary 
nature of his history, 8, 97 ; supposed 
date of birth, 107 ; baptism, 97, 107, 
147; conditions of his early life at 
Stratford, 94-5 ; his early education, 
76, 107, 125 ; youthful employmenU, 
112; a schoolmaster, 72, lit; a 
butcher, 71, 75, 109-10; knowledge 
of law, 111, 113 ; no early tradition 
as to his literary proclivities, 95-6 ; 
literary equipment on leaving Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, 94-5; the "calf, 
killing " tradition, 1)5-6 ; contracted 
to marry Anne Hathaway, 115 ; his 
marriage licence bond and licence, 
9, 17, 151, 203-4; residence and 



occupation not riven in the bond, 
89, 109; marriage lioenoe not 
obtained by fran<£ 17, 51-2; the 
place of his marriage unknown, 40, 
114; adverse views of the marriage 
. not supported by terms of the bond, 
52-3; tne probable reasons for his 
licence, 63, 69 ; opinions concerning 
his marriage, 1, 2, 93; no con- 
temporary scandal concerning bis 
marriage, 8 ; his friends at Stratford- 
upon-Avon, 57; his prospects at 
Stratford-upon-Avon, 115 ; supposed 
condition after his marriage, 98-4 : 
as a poacher, 74, 76, 92; supposed 
offence to Sir Thomas Lucy, 95, 116 ; 
various opinions concerning the date 
of his departure from Stratford- 
upon-Avon, 1, 70, 76, 89-92, 116; 
reasons assigned for his departure 
from Stratford-upon-Avon, 115; and 
the visits of players to Stratford- 
upon-Avon, 119; advantages of an 
early departure for London, 122-3 ; 
date of settlement in London, 125 ; 
choice of the sta^e as a profession, 
1 19 ; lowly beginnings in the theatre, 
81, 120-1; the "Horse-holding" 
tradition, 120; what he accom- 
plished between 1582 and 1593,— 
96; visits to Stratford-upon-Avon, 
91-2, 117-8; mentioned in. a Bill 
of Complaint concerning the Asbies 
estate, 153; no estrangement from 
his wife, 117 ; his literary skill in 
1593,-125; rapid advance to pros- 
perity, 118; Lord Southampton's 
gift, 77 ; funeral of his son Hamnet, 
118; as anactor,78,121-2, 155, 271-2; 
dates assigned to his earliest work 
in the poems and pla^s, 123, 255-8 ; 
purchaae of, and residence at. New 
rlaoe, Stratford-upon-Avon, 127, 
156-7; Bichard Quiney's letter to, 
129 ; certain of his plays and poems 
mentioned by Meres in the PaUadU 
Tamia, 158} plays and poems en- 
tered in the Stationers' registers, 154- 
77; catalogue of his plays in the Finl 
Folio, 176; supposed dates of com- 
position of his plays and poems pro- 
posed by Dr. F. J. Fumivall and 
Professor Dowden, 257-8 ; estimated 
income in 1599,-127; purchases of 
property at Stratford-upon-Avon, 
161-2; purchase of the Stratford 
Tithes, 163 ; actions by him in the 
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Stratford-upon-Avon Court of Be- 
oord for the recoTery of debts. 142, 
163, 165; deBcribcd as of Stratford- 
upon-Avon, gentleman, in 1602 and 
1 609, — 1 29; purchase and mortgageof 
a house near the Blackfriars Theatre, 
167; named in a list of ** Ancient 
Freeholders " of Old Stratford and 
Weloombc, 108 ; agreement concern- 
ing the Wolcombe enclosure, 168; 
his London residences, 128-9 ; causes 
of early retirement firom the stage, 
131-2; last years at Stratford- 
upon- Avon, 78 ; opinions concerning 
the two dates in his will, 132-3 ; his 
last will signed, 170; copy of the 
will, 266-70 ; bequest of second-best 
bed to his wife, 2, 140; his last 
illness and death, 135; tradition 
concerning the cause of his deaUi, 
74, 135; death and burial, 170; his 
graVe and the inscription on his 
monument, 135, 170; anecdote of, in 
the Plume MSB., 274 ; aUusion to 
his industry, 94 n, ; the biographical 
value of his writings, 137-9; sup- 
posed personal allusions in his plays, 
189; his business ability, 115, 143; 
his disregard of literary fame, 142 : 
his moral character, 137, 189; his 
religious opinions, 141-2; his sig- 
natures, 270 

Shakespeare, William, of Rowington, 
23 

Shaxpere-Whateley entry in the 
Bishop's Register, a record of the 
poet's licence, 9, 23; explanations 
of, by Mr. Joseph Hill and others, 
24-28, 220; copy of, 21, 226; the 
terminal parish in, 227 

Shottery, 22-3, 28, 30, 33 

Smith, Professor Goldwin, 4 n 

Snitterfield, 98-100 

Snitterfield property, conveyed by 
John and Mary Shi^espeare to 
Robert Webbe, 150 

SonneU, The, 2, 125-6, 138 n, 139, 165, 
186, 255, 258 

Southam, Richard, Vicar of Gharle- 
cote, 84 n 

Southampton, Lord, patron of Shake- 
speare, 123; dedication of Venui 
and Adonit to, 98, 198 ; his present 
of £1000 to Shakespeare, 77 

Spenser, Bdmund, 159 

Staunton, Howard, 81 n, 256 n 

Stebbing, Mr. Henry, 89 



Steevens, George, 2, 127 

Stephen, Mr. Leslie, 138 

St Helen's, Bishopsgate, the oi e o s s 
ment of a William Shakespeare in, 
128 

Stopes, Mrs. 0. C, 7 »,60 is 02 n^92 n, 
94 n, 100 «, 113 «, 127, 135 n 

Stow, John, allusion to Shakeepeaie 
in The Annate^ 169 

Stratford-upon-Avon, a manor of the 
Bishop of Worcester, 200; attcmim 
practising in. 111 ; decay of trade, 
102 ; Oranunar-School niasten, 108, 
148; players' visits, 116, 119, 148, 
264; rood loft taken down and 
images in the Guild chapel defisoed, 
103 : Shakespeare's depcirture from, 
70-96 

Strype, John, 25 n 

Sturley, Abiaham, refers to Shake- 
speare in his letters, 157-8 

Swmbume, Henry, on espousals, 6 n, 
197 



Taming of A Shrew, 155, 164 
Taming of The Shrew, 141 n, 176, 258 
Tempeet, The, 13S n, 171. 176, 189. 

258 
Temple Grafton, explanationfl of the 
entry in the Bishop's Register, 36, 
40 ; not entered in the register as the 
place of marriage, 38 ; a aapposed 
place of Shakespeare's marriage, 47, 
114 ; historical notes, 230-1 
Theatre, The, Shoreditch, and Shake- 
speare's first appearance as an aotor, 
121 
Theobald, Lewis, 88 n 
Throckmorton - Sutton marriage li- 
cence, 10 
Timon of Athene, 171, 176, 258 
Tihu Andronicue, 123, 154, 159, 176, 

256,257 
Tombstone inscriptions, errors in, 187 
Tristram, Sir Thomas H., 16 n 
TroUue and Oreseida, 162, 258 
Troth plight, 194 
True Tragedie, The, 156 
Turner, Mr. C. J. R., 63 n 
Twelfth Night, 161, 171, 176, 189, 258 
Two Oentlemen of Verona, 159, 171, 

176 257 
Two IfMe Kimmen, 177, 258 

', Yautbolubb, Thomas, the printer, 
119 
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Venui andAdonU,TI, 96, 98, 120, 122- 

3, 125, 189, 154, 158, 198, 255-7 
Viability, Guy and Ferrier upon, UB8 



Wadlet, ReT<L T. P., 22 n 

Walker, William, the poet's godsoo, 
165,254 

Walter, Mr. Jamee, 84 n 

Ward, Mr. H. S. and Bin. C. W., 88 11, 
46 n, 47 ft, 90 

Ward, Reyd. John, notes on Shake- 
speare, 73 ; on the canse of Shake- 
speare's death, 185 

Wannstry, Robert, 217 

Wannstrr, William, 217 

Webbe, Alexander, John Shakespeare 
overseer of his will, 100 

Webster, John, his reference to Shake- 
speare in The White Devil, 94 ii, 
167 

Wedgewood, William, a tailor, of 
Henley Street, 101 

Welcombe Enoloenre, Shakespeare's 
oonnection with, 181 

Wendell, Mr. Barrett, 7 u 

Weston-on-Avon, the Hathaways of, 82 

Whateley, oocnrrenoe of the name in 
the records of the Consistory Court, 
27 

Whateley, Anne, yarions references to 
the name, 21-8 

Whateley error, the, 21, 219-20 

Whateley, William, and his tithe suit 
at the Consistory Court, 27, 220 

Whelor, R B., 47, 128, 200 n 

White, Mr. Riohard Grant, 8, 47 n 

Whitgift, John, Bishop of Worcester, 
afterwards ArohUshop of Canter- 
bury, 14 11, 15 n, 16 II, 49 11, 59 n, 
66, 198, 209 ih218, 214 n, 242-5; 
grant of a licence for the marriage 



of William Shazpere and Anne 
Hathwey, 9; his policy as Bishop 
and Archbishop, 15, 58 ; perseeotion 
of Nonconformists, 54-5, 102-8; 
licence for printing and publishing 
Shakespeare's Venue aftd Adomet 
198 

Whittington, Thomas, shepherd to 
Richard Hathaway, 13 n, 28 ; mem- 
bers of the Hathaway family included 
in a list of debtors to his estate, 28 ; 
his bequest to the poor of Stratford, 
160 

Wilkins, David, 51 n, 214 n 

Willobie, Henry, an allusion to Shake- 
speare in his Aviea, 155 

Winsor v. White, suit for restitution of 
conjugal rights, 15 

Winter, Mr. WiUiam, 41 

Winier'B TaU, The, 166, 171, 176, 189, 
258 

Wood, Anthony )h 71 m 82-3, 253 

Worcester, Bi&op*s Registry, v., 114, 
210-1, 217-8; Consistory Court of, 
190-4, 208-11; siege of, 210; St. 
Martin's, parish register for 1582 
mutiUted, 46, 235; St Martin's 
church a supposed place of Shake- 
speare's marriage, 46, 114, 285 ; St. 
Michael's church a supposed place 
of marriaffe, 46; Terses on Shake- 
speare and Ben Jonson in the Pryce 
MSS. at Bishop's Registry, 278 

Worcester, Earl of, visit of his com- 
pany of players to Stratford-upon- 
Avon, 148 

Wyndham, Mr. George, 89 

i 

, Yatis, J., OatidL of CmurUeie, 90 

Yeatman, J. Pym, 7 n 
I YorkehireTragedf,A,ie5 



THE END 



PUMTBD BY WILLIAM CLOWBS AMD tOKS, UMmOk LONDON AMD ■ ■CCttt . 
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